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The opportunity to offer the Gino Speranza Lectures in Columbia University

‘r

-a

is a d.mstinction. For the academic year 195517 it is a particular privilege.

f-“'This is because of the suggestion that the place of Alexander Hamilton in American

traditions and ideals be the chosen topic. Hamlton was educated at King's
- 4 ﬁ?u&f} Frem ifs
College, 1773-‘6, received an honerary degree 17 g2 “Mmmﬁmm
f’l/ fé.«ﬁ‘) fﬁ: {:s"‘!‘f"h,,yﬂ 7«¢ rﬁn‘ *4?! "':)

Apy- Successor, Columb:.a/ Gt t;;% ‘7\ The present year, ‘under auspices of a national

) };3;-.1‘1’\‘" -commission of which the President of the United States is honorary chairman, is

being celebrated as the bicentennial of Hamilton'!s birth., This all but corres-
pronds with the bicentennial of Golumbia also.
f‘f;& ﬁw;fgu’ }t3541 Pi
While many occas:mns ’ connnenc:.ng :m!Congress ‘and spreading to all parts of
the country, are recalling Hamilton's contribution, none can express the same

pride as the participation of Columbia University. For his career shows the

blessing;@-{-one may almost say the indispensablg quali‘byﬁ-‘,;-of liberal éducation turned
to the uses of public life. If Columbia had conferred this training on no other '
among scores of thousands s the costs and pains of this institution would have made
a gratéful return to America. Besides the impetus which Hamilton imparted to the
national economy and polity, he more speciflcally paid tribute to his education
h m i:cogmrg-fiu ork and gav

ere by F the legislature the oard of Regen'bs of New Yor fan gave
his name to another college of the state Whlch shares special esteem for him.

Much of Hamilton's work, official and professional, required the highest

technical proficiency, bubt he received none of that in the classroom. Today's
solicitude for specialized training, particularly in the physical sciences and

engineering, necessary as changed circumstances demand it, shoiild not ebscure the

This matenal from the Manuscripts and Archives Division may be protected by copyright law (Title 17 U.S. Code.) This is for personal
use onIy No part may be sold, loaned, copied, or published without the written permission of the New York Public Library.



claim of broad acquaintance with the life of man, social, mental, moral, and
assthetic, which we call liberal eduwcation. This, if anything, may improve per-
spective for our country and the whole human family, and in the same breath in-
spire the wish to forward joy and dignity in ouwr cemmon concerns. On this firm
footing may be erected, by less difficult means, the superstructure of scientific
inquiry and serviceable application.

Alexander Hamilton was born with genius. But here he lknocked en the generous
door which opened to his fame and his country's benefit. The direction of his
faculties, here more than elsewhere, bore the results which the follewing pages

seak to estimate.
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7 In this summary trestment, in comment on Hamilton's ‘beginnings, we are

tempted to take too long a rn for our leap. -And yet the little known first
third of his life, in the West Indies, held features powerful in his 13%1' ;
career. It is a dramatic reflection that this child, whe was to comprehend
the promise of an imperial continent, was born, to the best of our belief,
the merest; speck of an island in the blue Caribbean, miles 'from our ma.’mla.nd
and 3;300 miles from New York. Nevis is a volcanic cone, only :E':Lva miles in

diameter at the gently sloping sheres. It.s lofty crater, no 1onger belching

brimstone, is generally enveloped in :lts own g:linging, snouy cloud. The modest

-settlemen‘b of Gharles Town, behind the western crescent beach, is unchanged '

two hmid:red years, except that the stone fort snd some :f the houses s hardly 1ass__,.
Jo im L ow b

somber and substantlal have yielded to hurr:;.caﬁe or neglect.

-t E. o

:e reputed et R dans hem'l The double flight, of steps gives entrance -

t vac X cy, and the garden wall encloses only weeds. This is fc.he empty shgﬂq.

in the s‘ilart nes*ﬁ.i | B

>
Sovi

I-I:. would be qulte poss:.ble for a parson or storekeeper, iﬁ?‘ : g ?

Nevis » Tor these very reasons, a fortunate point of origin for ‘one who w;.s 'ba ;ﬁ

o {\‘

help create American dominion.  He came to the gontmen‘b a visitor, mthout roots
/ .

in any part of it, and hence could adopt all of it.

D 7 .
this boy, whose passien was to be organization, came

from a completely broken home and kindred. Born out of wedlock, he was 1ef1; an
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orphan at thirteen by the death of his mother, following the earlier permanent,

e et

departure of his father on island wanderings. By this time, doubtless through

several transfers which we 'gnnot trace, Alexander had been taken frem British
bt ) ) =

Nevis to Danish St. Croix. Here his mother's relatives, formerly notsbly pros-

perous, suddenly disintegrated in estate; physical snd moral, at just the time

when he was most in need of their rescue. Causes are wnimportant for us; they

embraced sale of the uncle's home plantation to an inc?mpetent debtor, the

absconding of one cousin, suicide of another, and a suéicessim of disappointing

marriasges by a third. This last, however, though clu___’qéhing at remnants, was the-

Pgd L

only one of the clan in fact eager to share with Alexander.

This explosion of fortwmes put a cap to earlier mischiefs in his a‘;'amily
history. His mother, Rachael Faucette (angllcised from the French form to Fawcett}
before h:n_.a_; birth had been impris d by her husband on spandalous charges which

The Court™ | a*’tgﬁm ' e PrOABEAL {1 :
ended in h:!_s divorcing her./ In a few years, -ti youﬂg' and spirited, her‘ -a,ffee-

1 tions were for the f;rst t:hne engaged, by a Scotsman,'- .James Ham:.ltvm., offs oot*"“ : “,@:»

A LT i ot G S

& e ;w.‘,_‘_,-...: U

of an ancient house in Ayrshire. Among his endearing éualities s abila.ty'to nake
a living for his common-law wife and ‘two sons, James, the Alder and Alexander 4&@-:
~jurrtory: was not numbered. 81:-111, somehow they rubbed along, defying convgpti?n
with mutual affection for a decade before he passed, to all intents, from the
picture, Rachael, with a small inheritence from her mqthe’r, bravely made ;bhe
best _Q'f a hard lot by openilfig‘a little store in the principal town of St. Groix #
-{ehristiansbod) where the boys may have helped her measure out homely staple )

2 g

ﬁrovisions. This for a few years until she died of a ;fever, and her sons, in"*_

heavy veils, watched her body interred in a grave long lost to memory.

out, before the probate judge, that Alexander was born, if we may believe the
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9/‘ i
evidence, two years earlier than has hitherto been supposed, that is, in 1755
instead of 1757. We have‘a \ some corroborative testimony in his own chary allu-
sions to his history. If ﬁrue, his precociousness is turned only from the
’_____mastonlshmg tofthe eredible, it helps us to understand hl? early maturity, as
Tovenly-fon ™ Lozl Ymited Sletass #hibely - Fouy
aide to Washington at-22; not -2% and his appointmen‘b to theé Trea.snry at ;h,,f
not 32, /s ;a--{y‘-»ﬁwa@

Several biographers have. inevitably been b;sy with the ready-made certainty
that Alexander Hamilton had his happy combination of traits from the quick French
blood of his mother and the ¢alculating Caledonian derivation of his father.
Animation and perception were surely Jjoined in him with the prudent habit of
second thoughts, but attributing this blend of endomments to racial strains

T A . e L T Y vt

_Seems conjectural. !:ﬂot«-al&»aﬁmmm mter&; *bhairﬂbmaehapod

TR e Mmmuﬂl‘

nens aisr*ﬁha mb va‘b Baamlavimal

) ﬁmgwup *bhe:tr m@ynghteapm U«M. f;,rm mbarp@ise, a.d«vemm mwaﬂﬁicaa#

Mism,a&vm, miadaas .conspionous on Pobaced RoEd,” S

* In any case, with verve and system, he promptly overcame obstacles. .,(_'_Perhaps

L
stk

hlS zeal was spurred beyond the ordinary by the lapses of his relatives. H:i;s

performance as clerk, at desk and comter, in the trading post of Nicholas Cm:gier-; 7

!ﬁ‘ ' o
in @h;-é&hﬁris'bed led to a new prospect. - And well it might, for wha.t ot-her en-

"1-_»/ 2

ager showed such eager discharge of responsibilities beyond his years" fa‘e have“'- -
a sheaf of his business letters written in a period of months as proxy for his
absent_“employer. They show grom=-up judgment added to youﬂ:.ful exultant energy
This experience of import-export traffic by the little sloops of the time, shub-
t1ing to Bostan, New York, Philadelphia, amd the Spanish Main, informed i en

the ecorioiny of the island of Ste Croix. The main export was muscovado sugar;

most provisions and all manﬁfacmres mast be brought in from Denmark or the: ..

- S
i
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continent. Thus the society was a dependent one with the inevitable hazards of
staple agriculture. The basis of all was swn and slavery. A smzll minority of
elegant planters, and the merchants, ship captains, officials, and soldiers who

did their bidding, growund the black work force overwhelmingly outnumber:n.ng'all

whites. The severity of labor and cruelties of discipline shock the modern-'.
readsr of abundant records. Driven to desperation but wnable to escape the
island, slaves recurrently revolted, burning canefields, murdering overseers
and masters. Torper of the economy was matched by terror of the m';i,nd.

These effects could not have escaped Alexander's reflection. If afterward,
in a new sett._ing and called to act a public part, he made l;‘;_msg}jf‘the mgine: of

a varied, balanced economy, and the constant foe of slavery, he was improving

lessons leamed in the predatory paradise of his youth.-
@ﬁ‘n&fm’w : She
From St. Croix, at seventeen, by pluck and luck this-dlger-beoy was whisked

Yo H'ew-rork for an ectueatio_n. cruger, admiring and generous, was a younger son

\ 1‘ s of a great New York merchant family. His partner, Cornelius Kortright., was
el anpt_lyzer; Alexander's cousin Ann (née Lytton) lent what she could wangle from
--her 'inheritance. What sparked this cooperation of his friends was doubtless the

dpleas of Hugh Knox, Presbyterian clergyman and perceptive patron. Hat:.ve of \

_':"northem Ireland, teacher in Delaware, graduate of Princeton, for t"ent'y sz |

g | ’ hlS spir:.t. had survived island isolation., Newly arrived on St. Croix, l}p dﬁ.s-—'
g Kn.w v TGt
covered Alexander, fed his mind,and espoused his ambition. Here wa:ﬁ\ “the ccmapiete
little man of business, who yet devoured books, wrote verses (saered and p@;ﬁ,@fane)
for the local newspaper, absorbed sermons and more potent private exhor tations.

‘The pupil's faculties were confined only by his narrow qpportunities. His avidily
reached to the cynical monitions of Machiavelli, not offset by the couplets of

Pope or the classic histories of Plutarch. He pondered and praised the British
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constitujtipn.,_ Shouldn't there be EEOmething for this swprising youngster be-
yond the monge‘r:ing of molasses and salt cod, mules and human workstock?

The story, maybse authmti_.,c ‘becanse fire‘bzp_rinted by Hamilten's son, is
that, in the words of Mrs. Atherton's biographical novel The Conqueror, a hwrri-

cane of August, 1772, "blew him into .I:iistory." Warmed by Knox's public sermon,
":‘Aleu:ander described the wreck of the island in & letter to his father. The
preacher showed it arownd i'or its florid picture snd piety. Over Alexander's
protest, Knox inse;_cted it in the island newspaper. Whether or not, the catas-
trovhe arousing charity, this letter turned the trick, Alexander's friends
rallied and dispatohed him o he gontinent with the promise of consignments
of sugar to defray his scheoling.

‘He lsnded at Bostom, perhaps in the autum of 1772, where Sam Adams was
damning Perliament and Hancock was parading the city militia. But the young
visitor's preference for British authority did not yield then nor for some
leonts afterward. He posted to New York, bearing letters from Knox to Presby-
terian worthies, and was received by Cruger's merchant correspondents, Kortright
& Co. {It chanced, by the by, that Kortright land embraced the site of the
present Columbia Universi'hyl)ﬁ In preparation for college, Alexander was handed
over to the tutelage of Francis Barber at his academy at Elizabethtown, New

| Jersey, where he seems to have spent the betiter part of a year under the patronage
“of William Livingston and Elias Boudinot and part of the time lived in the effulgent
"-ffhome of the latter. Swiftly repairing his deficiencies in the classics, and by

naw won to republ:.can hopes, Alexander was presented to President Witherspoon

vn.th every academic and sectarian entitlement for admission. He prefer:;ed

Princeton because politically more dissentient thanm loyal King's Collegeg'in

New York. After oral quiz, Witherspoon highly epproved him, but the rules, it
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turned ou'b, could not be bent to Alexander's insistence that he be allowed to
pass thraugh the courses as rapidly as he could dispatch them, without regard
to class years. Thence perforce to King's, where aristocratic leniency made
exception in his case, seigting ‘an example of discreticn which registrars, beset
as they doubtless are, may well remember.

‘S0 New York became his homs for li.fe.;‘;' Hamilton's gontinental outlook, pre-
gii_s’poééd by his arrival from a distant island, could not have hegn preserved so
'faiﬂ;fully_throug_h crowded years of legislature, Congress, conveﬁ'qj_,ons s and
.cabif@et hag: fortwme cast his lot slsewhere. Had he remained in Boston h;'would
n.'ot ha_&é found himself at the hub of the American wniverse. New BEngland was

Ct‘?l (‘earlier fervid in k.the colonies! cause than New York, and continued Federalist

i 1onger‘;:;:;:ut with all its influence it was at a geographic extreme. The West

Indies had contacts with the Carolinas; Knox's brother was at Bdenton and Alexan-
i?ier's half-brother was mz;i:ing a Atidy..‘fso‘r‘buné_‘near"Charleston.' But that was at
the othg_r. end of the country and would have identified our hero with the fiercest
lOcali'é; of all. To “?irgiz;ia he had no introduction, but with all @Qld
‘ﬂominicm’s national contribution, later poli'bi_i.cal dewlommtsf had he located
ﬁhei;e, ‘would have put him at a sectional disadvantage as a %qntinental advocate.
Good men grew in New Jersey, those who befriended Alexander Hamilton foremost
among them, but the short sgil*-ﬁ;.;grom Hizabethtown Point to the Battery was, for
,'_Iiamiltlc.:;x's future, a trensfer of immense consequence.

'As New Yorker, Hamilton was in mid-position. Increasingly, from harbor and
hinterland, New York city drew economic resources which recommended its_’_-poli‘bical
counsel. Hamilton the better used this fulcrum to pry other parts intd? national
compliancé because his pride in New York ngvér made him, like George Clinton,

its proprietary champion. His marriage, while yet in the army, to Elizabeth,
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daughter of General Fhilip Schuyler of Albany, aided and abetted hifgi &;nﬁtinental
viewpoint and urgings, for Schuyler's penchant was all of that sort,Aeach
# -ggve to the other's enthusiasm and designs. Further, embraced in trust and

affection into the Schuyler family and follewing, Hamilton had an upstate as well
as southern counties influence, without which his Federalist pretensions would
have been dishonored at home.

E{n reaction to pro-British preceptors at King's, especially President Myles
Cooper and his Anglican suppoéters , the young collegian began contributing to the
patriot newspaper of John Holtg For the likely identification of miaeh anonymous

#etli,

pleces we have much to hope from researches of the editors of a comprehensive
| Coliméti.

collection of Hamilton's writings, now in progress in thie<University.

4
.-_‘j'“"ﬁm ‘“‘/ These pieces in the press led en to hi_s impetuous speech at the meeting in
the Fields (now City Hall Park) in July, l??h)in support of democratically chosen
dellegjates‘to 'bhe Gmtinental Congress. This was his first public identification
with gesistancé. More deliberate were his two long pamphlets answering the Tory
"Westchester Farmer," t_.he doughty Samuel Seabury. While the apologist of Parlia-
_é;ent had addressed himself to New Yorkers, our eo}).eg;i_.an's replies embraced all
of the colonies. He had come to know McDougall, Lamb, Sears, Willett,and others
of the lLiberty Boys who were not squeamish sbout a little mob violence. Hamilton
would have none of this. He protested when Rivington's types were destroyed,
and saved President Cooper from a coat of tar and feathers by héstening him over
the back fence of the College when his would~be punishers had broken down the
gate. Hamilten harangued the ugly crowd, and later, with characteristic thorough-
ness, he joined Cooper, wandering on the river bank, and escorted him to a place
of refuge.

By stages of student drill, and then membership in the militia, Hamilton left

college in the spring of 1776 when he obtained the captaincy of the New York
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Artillery Company. Before the Battle of Long Island this was mstered into

e

Continental service, shared Washington's retreat te¢ Pennsylvania, blasted away
at the British in the surprise attacks on Trenton and Princeton, and wound wp

in winter quarters at Morristomm. Soon (March 1, 1777) he was appointed one of
the aides of the commander in ehief, with the rank of lieutenant colenel. We may
choose between several stories, all henorific, of how Alexander Hamilton came to
the notice of Washington. He had refused staff invitations from Hwo general
offiecers earlier, prefe;-r:ing field command. Though later ,'”'mommtarily » he re-
gretted leaving the line for the headquarters "military family," his service of
four years (nearly the longest of all of the aides) in closest association with
Washington/ probsbly determined his after career. He was hourly with the Comman~
der in chief in battle, bivouac, and camp;i-dispatching orders, preparing reporis,
and corresponding, under Washington's direction, with Congress and all commanders.
He became Washington's other self, which could not have been without a deal of
originality in the young aide. In this confidential association Hamilton knew
the whole problem of .gevolutionary America, military, political, economic. His
deep concern prompted’him to his own proposals to Robert Morris and others for
solution, without in any way committing Washington. A tiff with Washington, when
nerves of both were frayed, was ui/z}dg‘_,followed by renewed understanding between
them and entrusting of Colonel Hamilton with capture of the last British redoubt
at Yorktown,

Notable figures who served during the Revolution in legislature, executive
office, and diplomatic assignment complained that the Society of 'bh§ Cincinnati
set up a presumed preference of patriotism for those in the army. No moral dis-
tinction was implied by the Cincinnati and yet, in the sequel of political develop-
ments, ex-officers of the army had a genuine advantage. Veterans, in the eyes of
the eomntry, have been clothed with special gratitude, thougﬁksometimes they
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have been treated to empty praise and pity. Chief army officers had acquired in-
timate knowledge of sach other under trying circumstances. They had acted to-
gether for the whole country, many of them in every theater of the war. They
shared a personal attachment to Washington which translated itself into national
action as civilians. This common experience by no means barred political differ-
ences, but the bond was material, particularly in the formative stages of estab-
lishing the independent government. Further, army men saw the wealmesses of war~
time government from the most critical angle, and were ready_to condemn the same
symptoms after the peace. MNany of them, therefore, like Hamilton, in putting off
the tunie felt a special call to don the toga.

%J‘ = amilton, at Washington's headquarters, had been at the operative center of

the national #truggle. He had come to know and could estimate principal men from

{":
i
r
+

i le s

@

all parts of the cowntry. His aidets-service-for Washington had been as much
political and diplomstic as military, though the commander in chie? deferred per-
J haps toc scrupnlously to the c¢ivil authority. Hemilton early saw that to win the
war, government must be drawn to a focus and economie resources must be marshalled,
His later work was an extension of these earlier, partial, disappointed pleas.
His lengthy arguments to Duane and Morris begging for responsible administration
and a publiecly sponsered bank, in the course of a decade took en sharper defini-
tion, bui remained the same in scope and purpose. All was for strengthening the
central authority, de facto, in what could not yet be a nation in the sense of
political organization. Others were disgusted with Congress and alarmed by dis-
order in the finances, but nobody else, at least in the army, analyzed with such
vigor or formulated remedies with such documentation. ' Like Tpl}l Paine, Hamilton
wrote on a drum-head. However, Paine's patriotic exhortatior\:f” the most moving of

its kind, did not involve the distraction of devising institutional remedies.
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Hamilton reviewed history, invoked the experience of other cowntries, cited
figures, drew up detailed instruments. A clue to his means is in the last paybook
of his New York Artillery Company. JWhem gis command was handed over when he
joined Washington's staff, and the book remained with him as a receipt, he used

Tort fath wajf -
blank pages at the back for notes of his reading in 4 Bl

and other compendia. Similar memoranda of the war years exist, t.hm\zgh probably
more have been lost except as they appeared in his advocacies. How he found time
for economic logistics we may only guess. We know from his whole life that his
industry and faculty of concentration were phenomenal. He turned from one task
to another in rapid succession and executed each with thoroughness and i‘:.nish. 3
meﬁﬁmmm wlsodbbe-prsecend-mireel-and -a-tiird md’“mrck
Ja.mm\@lstingulshed contemporaries were obliged to clear away and square

':,:’\ A

104 for a new project. ‘They waited for fa.vorable mtervals. Hamilton kept

e m :;---'-Mu g ‘~? .-k.“.-ﬂ,é—— PAES A BT .._,.,»-M _.u!‘. . —«"f .

. ,m x

several undertaki.ngs :Ln the works at onces Ham:.ltm College treasures his camp

'writlng desk} MWMWWM& a speaking memorial z, o,
Manidd - W\A ‘fi.t, ﬁi‘w&'ﬁde:w t ‘
/\La'her others collaborated with him in objeets that taxed overtime effort, notably

Madison and Jay in The Federalist. But their contributions were fewer and had

the benefit of more leisure. 'In spite of a demanding law practice, in a prodigious
spurt he supplied eighteen numbers of this series in a blocl-c./‘___.,,./

After Yorkiown he repaired to Albany for what was almost his only period of
absorption in a single object, brief study for admission to the bar. For once
he had to ask for a short extension of time » for the examination., But even so he
rocked his son's cradle while mastering basic texts and mamig.ls and, as & by~
produci_;, made iiw own handbook of practice in the SFPreme Court of New York. A
copy of this, one of several known to have been mad; by other students and young

practitioners, has recently turned up, and testifies %o his penchant for reducing

vexing detail to system. He was still walking the floor with Blackstone

-~
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and the baby when he yielded to the repeated plea of the Superintendent of
Finance that he become Receiver of Continental Revenue for New York, in the
summer of 1782. This sounds passive. In fact, he had to devise a tax system
for his state if proceeds were to flow to the central treaswy. He must meet
with committees of the legislature to inform and persuade, must make himself
mustermaster for whatever resources could be wrumg for the nation from reluctant
governor and counties not still occupj.ed by the enemy. )d"ot only wae-he Morris'
energetic local liewtenant, but cooperated in his chiefi'“s plans for the country's

currency a.nd cred:.t.. His work was preparatory. This apprenticeship helped to
(a'f ez Ui ] M__)

place hmﬁ the‘,“'l‘reasury seven years later, for it was introduction to the prac-
tice of public flnmce_and sarned. him the recommendation of Robert Morris. He
relinquished his post because thel legislature, admiring his zeal (though not res-
pon d:mg wi‘hh :t"tmds) elected him 130 Gongress. &

Here comencedm a n& phase of Hanr.tltoﬁ ' service to the country. It was a
parlous peried in which, pending the treaties of peace, economic and politieal
wrackage of the war was to undérge emergency repair. More foreign loans could
be wheedled only if supported by estsblishment of unquestioned revenue under the
sole control of Congress, Hamilton threw his whole force into improving and
pressing the proposal of a federal import duty collected by loyal agents. Every
objection was raised, every footless delay was devised, every exasperabting re-—
versal of consent was practiced by inhibited colleagues reflecting the exhaustien
and jealousies in their states. When at length all seemed in itrain except re-
calcitrant Rhode Island, _and Hamilbon had prepared a last remonstrance and per-
suasion to Newport, Virginia backslid and his own New York attached unacceptable
conditions to compliance. This was in the face of a clamorous army at Newburgh

which could not be disbandedf;if indeed that was militarily safe--without being
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paid. Hamilton was desperate. While, on the one hand, he joined with his
father-in-law, Schuyler, in a noble call, adopted by the New York legislature,
for a constitutional cenvention to enable a new start, he briefly toyed with the
notion t-,hat aggrieved soldiers might colleet their arrears at bayonet-peint and
also assist to recruit the general credit. He promptly dropped this dangerous
idea and aided Washington in reproving incipient rebellion of officers in the
encampment.,

The incident, happily got ovez:;, requires a pause. Certain critics have
ventured that Hamilton, in his vehement nationalism, was ever impatient with
constitutienal limitations and, had opportunity offered in the course of develop-
ments, would have become, in modern terms, fascist. They have supported this
contention by pointing to his later furiocus disappointment when the provisional
army, of which he was chief organizer, was disselved becaunse Pres}dmt Adams,
after warlike threats, composed dlfferenees with France. (Thef—‘allegation is that
Hamlton had reached the stage of wantmg to subvert political governmenti and em-
ploy large armed forces under his command for domination at home and conguest
abroad, “a la Napoleon., We shall come to that question in course. Here we must
note that his indulgence in the conjecture of military rule, or extempore military
assistance to civil authority, in 1783, though swiftly put by, betrays a eontrast
to the steady wisdom of Washington. Washington, too, more than a decade later,
not a little abetted by Hamilton, was eager to discountenance dissenting political
societies and to pmish their leaders, especially if believed to be under foreign
intluence. But, without doubt, Washington's political prudence and patience were
superior to Hamilton's. In their cellaboration of many years Hamilton was the
quicker and more fertile in expedients and of umnexampled service in executing
agreed policy. But his direction-needle did not point to the lodestar as wn-~

waveri’rigly as did Washington's. The temperamental and moral difference argues a
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defect in Hemilton, though all additional acquaintance@e period eonfirms
the pepular conviction, then and since, that Washington set a standard not matched
by any of his contemperaries.

Hardly was the Newburgh erisis overcome when Hamilton played a chief part,
as spokesman of Congress, in suppressing mmtinous troops who menaced lis meetings.
Further, he characteristically protested against the failure of the Pennsylvania
authorities to support the safety and dignity of the national body. As chairman
of a committee he reported to President Boudinet thalt Congress should be moved to
the rural protection of Princeton. This incident helped produce the demand for a
federal district over which Congress could exercise complete sway, and the eventual
choice of location, as we shall see, became a bargaining point in adoption of
Hamilton's fiscal system.

He lingered in Congress during the summer of 1783 vainly hoping the prelimi-
nary treaty of peace would arrive, but finally put out for New York to establish
his homeand law office (in Wall Street). He found the eity in no peaceful mood.
Already, in advance of evacuation, British merchants were fleeing from threats of
vindictive patriots. .R:ight at the start Hamilton protested against the rashness
of depriving the commmity of men of capital and enterprise who would be sorely
needed in reconstructing the economy. In the coming months he broadened his
appeal for fair treatment of Tories and their sympathizers. He published his
Ph_ocion articles, beggmg_.thaﬁ former enomies, where they wished to remain as
ilsefui eitizens.or residents, should be protected in their ecivil and property
rights. As a prac'_;i_gal matter, why drive off competent persons to strengthen
Canada, likely to become a competitor or even a foe? His sensible arguments might
well have been reverted to when we ’deported enemy aliens and other suspected resi-
dents after World ‘Wa'r' I. They appiy with great-er' force to the recent, or current,

frenzy for denying civil liberties in the name of national secm&.ﬁy. Later, when
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he had chief responsibility for girding for war with Fraace, he too far consented
in the Alisn and Sedition Acts, which makes it the more suitable to dwell on his
advice when he was calwmer.

Hamilton's remonstrances were without effect. The legislature was gzestful,
under Governor George Clinton's command, to banish and expropriate. War measures
to these ends of punishing former enemies, foreign and domestic, were confirmed
and extended in rapid succession. The noterious Trespass Act gave patriots the
right to sue for recovery of the rents of their property emjoyed by the British
during the occupation. This, Hamilton declared, was an infraction of the treaty
of peace which was the supreme law of the land. No state, wmder whatever provoca-
tion, could defy this national engagement. Our new independence must not be
smirched with dishonor. He did put a check to this rampage by winning the most
celebrated of his early ls:u_cﬁ_s#_es s in which he appeared for the defendant Wadding-
ton against the Widow Rﬁtger?ﬁ”ﬁaddingtm,, a British merchant, had used & brew-
house and some other property of Mrs. Rutgers under authority of the military
cormander of the e¢ity to whom he paid his rent. B:i-aving almost wnanimous publie
hostility, Hamiiton secured a judgment from the mayor's court (from which there
was no legal appeal) freeing Waddington of liability under the charge of trespass.
The state law, Hamilton maintained, however explicit, was null and void in face of
the treaty which was national soveraeignty. Organized city protest demanded that
the legislature displace the members of the court, but in vain., After this
success, Hamilton was flooded with other cases of similar sort, and the professional
harvest he now reaped was an early count in the accusatioen which followed him in
one way and another during the remainder of the life, namely, that he was prﬁ/
British. The passionate, goaded by the inescapable injuries of war, failed to
see that he was truly pro-American 5 for the sake of legal integrity, political

comity, and economic advancement of his young country.
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The shortcomings of the Confederation were as inevitable as they were unmis-
takable. A hastily summoned meeting of delegates from the colonies grew, by
emergency consent, iato the central governing bedy during a protracted war, Its
most essential work was done without benefit of a constitution. The finances were
bound to be left in disarrg. While interest accrued alarmingly, the morale of
Congress and country Eﬁﬁi;: complaisance in th_e prospect of repudiation of the
domestic debt. Distant from one another by crude means of travel, the states were
divergent politically and econemlcally. Untaught by a.t‘ter—emts » each clutched
its own sovereignty. The war aim continued to invest mst minds » not knowing that
independence ig_less than freedom. Indulging jealousy, the states could not rise.
to joint effort. Time was the cure, and the wonder is that it was so foreshortened.
The blessing was a British politieal heritage. Recently an American visitor who
had struggled to grow dacent grass. around her new suburban home was adm:_lr:ipg the
sward of ene of ‘the Oxford colleges. “How do ygu[;ej is golf-green perfection?!
she askédx‘l;he gardener. “nhagts ea.sy,'%‘whe explained. "You cub, and sprinkle, and

roll, and fertilize, and cut and roll and water again. You do this for seven

-hundred years and you have 8 lawn like this,* The lesson makes for patience with

én‘tﬁ.b '
cmmtrms wh-"-i@bthey are trying to raise themselves to competence in a twinkling.

In judging of the Confederation, extenu_ation is more suitable than defense.
Harshﬁlcomte@laim as ingeniously as you will, John Fiske was right. The per-
formance from Yorktown to the Constitution was &bominable, and alert men of the
ti:me knew it. Obstacles to intemal and external t;'ade paralyzed the first step
toward impro'vement._ Competitive tariffs impoverished all and exacerbated politieal
guarrels. F:;;'bearing_ to rehearse tragi-comic illustrations, it is pleasanter to
pr‘ai_se James Madison for his early moves to ameliorate the evils as betwean Vir-
ginia and Maryland. Washington, equally eager, wanted to construct navigation to

the interior. From their éfi‘orts, by stages, came the Annapolis Commercial
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Convention in 1786, This is one of the notable historical instances in which
failure produced wnexpected success. It is almost an argumeﬁt for irresponsible
reglect. Delegates of some states, duly appointed, never set out. Others never
arrived. Maryland, the host, sent none. Men from Virginia, Pennsylvania, New
Jersey, Delaware, and New York waited impotently for more to come. We may guess
at sober reflections in their informal conversations as they cooled their heels.
When at length, despairing of their fellows, they sat down in session, all realized
that too few states were present to serve the commercial objects. Abraham Clark
of New Jersey, which had given her delégates latitnde, got quj.ck rasponse when he
blurted that __th_e footless meeting should demand political rencvation for America.

He must have taken the words out of the mouth of Alexander Hamilton, whe
drafted the call for a national constitutional convention to assemble the follow-
ing year in Philadelphia. We are tolgl thgt t&}g I{l_t_asitant Governor Edmund Randolph
of Virg_ir,;;i_a‘a:_‘ reduced the Veﬁemence of 'blae indiptg;e;lt of the Confederation. Hamil~
ton'sor:.‘gbinal .paper; is lost, maybe burned np‘_by_:che torqs_k__le wrote on it. In any
event t.he cquntry rose to his argument and plea, however revised, in sudden common
censent, Hamilton's conviction that e_conamie betterment waited on political re-
organization was not singular to .him, bﬁt he held and preached it with peculiar
force. The country needed concert and plan; ttie central authority must be able to
regulate interstate and foreign commerce and comnand national revenue, Sover-
eignty was a condition precedent to solvency. n

This was the f{ercantilist idea, without reference to particular liercanti]ist
measures., Hamilton promoted its adoption in Mrica some decades after Europe had

begun to depreciate the role of government, making private capitalist enterprise .

the cynosure. Adam Smith's Wealth of Nations had been published a deecade before,
and earlier the French fﬁu'rsiocrats had celebrated the wisdom of let-alone. It

must be remembered that America was wdeveloped, with slender resources in
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individual hands. Here association, not aubonomy of effort, was appropriate.
Decision, initiative must be collective before individwal, and national before
local. The revolt aga.inst?ﬁercantiliam, or against British eolonialism,(t—hiugf
it accomplished owr independence, was premature in the new world. After a brief
fling with the minimum of national control we were obliéed 'l;o "consolidate™ our
system, put the states ing seg%nd place, and give central govermment powers over
citizens immediately. '&:zi‘ﬁebellion in Massachusetts was more than a passing
disturbance that persuaded the constitutional fathers to forbid any state to pass
laws violating the obligation of contracts. It was a blow to the pretension of
the member state to self-sﬁ:f:tjiciency in a loose confederation. ;The state did

not, could not,preserve order, protect life and property.

As he had been the voice of the ‘A:inapolis meeting » if nothing more, Hamilton

Y

was naturally chosen by the Hew Yerk legialature as a delegate to the Consti tu-~

tima.l Genventim. ' But Governor cm: 'nught 'ho evatbalance him by sending
aleng two atate's rights dependables, Robert Yates and John Lansing, Jr. As long
as they were present_ they determined the Aot.e of New York against Hamilion's con-
tentions for a vigorous ﬁat’iona.l government, Steadily at odds with his own
colleagues, his credit was diminished in the eyes of the comvention. Fortunately,
like Luther Martin of l!a.ryland, convinced that the importence of the states was
being sacriﬂced, Yates and Lansing quit in disgust, thus marching themselves off
the page of history. Hamilten was thereafter freer, thougl_a New York, with him as
single i'epr_eseﬁtative B haq no vote.

His principal deliverance was in the middle of June, when the Virginia (Hadi-
son-Randolph) and New Jersey (Paterson) plams'had been offered. The first, en-
larging and st’i_ffer;jng the central powers, became the basis of the Constitution

as adopted. The second, little improvement over the Articles of Confederation,
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did not detain the delegates long, but its inhibitions made Hamilton's proposals
the more striking, indeed shocking. Hitherto silent, he spoke for the wheole day,
developing a compact outline of yvhich we have the text. He was not offering a
plan which he believed could be approved; he threw in his views for discussion, to
test the length to which others would go, and to nudge opiniens cleser to his ideal
of an effective national system. A limited menarchy, like the British, was the
best form for such an extensive couniry as ours, but this he would not urge becawse
America was wedded to republican princlples."{%ﬁ.a the next best expedient, Hamilton
prqposed & chief executive chosen practically for life, holding the balance be-

b

tween the m&mﬁo@y of the people on the one hand, and the minority eof
citizgens of property and position on the other. The democratic lower house was
:,J' to be elected directly by the people for a short term; the senators, named by
;"' electors chosan by the peeple o sheuld sem for lii‘e. The states, except as con-
veaient admmistrative unit.s, to be erased, but short ef this s the way to
extinguish their 3epara1‘.e sove 1ghties was to give the gresident appointment of
the governors, who must have absolute veto on all local laws. The acts of Congress
were to be supreme in the land, but with the right of a powerful federal judiciary
to declare any national law wconstitutional.
All hearers praised the fire and convietion of his declaration, but none
sgreed with him. Maybe his bold proposition was the wisest means of influemcing
the convention, There was no doubt of his candor. E,eading features of his se.hemg;; :
had received partial approval earlier, for example, a %re_sident for life. Farthest__j;,
to the rig_ht s he took the curse from the approaches of .others. If perverse, he
was provocative. Nor did he, later in the sesgi?ps, 1301&‘% himself by proving
dogmatic and stubborn. On the contrary, having beckoneldw jbaward & government com-

petent to the crisis, he was :lndefai'iiga@le in composing differences on the floor
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and in fashioning the best instrument that could be obtained. His detailed con-
stitution, written out later in the sittings when he had been taught by the arift
of debate, modified his original cenceptions.. His efforts, on a visit to New
Jersey and New York, for a feasible conclusion to the labors of ti;a convention.
Qa;fe valued by Washington. Hamilton alonme, for New York, sigmed ﬂm_fina;doen—
ment, when members as diverse as Martin and Mason, Randolph and G—er{fyﬁ;aed to
put their names to it. His exertions, through the Federalist papers, for approval
by the states l and his heroic fight for ratification in New York are better knowm.
Viewing his part in the convention, how sccurate is the popular belief that
Hamilton scorned the discretion of the people andy-;eized'ﬁze opportunity, sofar as
in him lay, to construet a new govermment vesting ioﬁwer in property and privilege?
Indeed, that this was the cumning aim of the convention as a whole is the eele-
brated proposition of the late Professor Charles A. Beard. Many persons eonsider
that Ham:mlml;t.on was the extreme type of designing aristocrats who, .’m secret and un-
worthily, densed a fmdamental law to rescue their threatemed material claims.
Beard's economie interpretation of the eon_stitution has enjoyed substantial credence
for several reasons. Its snnouncement in 191;! roughly coincided with the arrival
in the United States of socialism with its emphasis on class interests, as a
familiar, though far from generally accepted, point of view on social development.
More narrowly, the historieal school of economisis was commending itself in this
country. Beard examined with pains the security hold;i_ng and land speculations of
members of the eonvention, treating these perscnages no longer as demigods but as
men with buman frailties like the rest of us, He named names, exposed private
concerns of individuals, which, especially when applied to the famous, takes the
eye. Reputations mounted in the firmament were brought to earﬂai-fhéeh-mm
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Perhaps Beardts was an over—cormct:!ion of eur historical astigmatism, so
that we have been bent too much at the new angle. Our forefathers were not a
different breed of men, but, called on to play a publ:;c_: part in the country's
emergency, they summoned their full powers, which were mostly of marked good will.
Similar circumstances of national need have produced similar results since, though
not, as we see it, in quite that classiec form. While it would be fatuwous te
suppogse that material promptings were absent (for we know they were not), one may
venture that moral motives were superior in their opgzz_-étion. _ Particular eomter-
arguments to Beard's brilliant genera]izaiﬁian _need"-riot detain us here ¥’ as to
Alexender Hamilton, unfortwnately for the vilgar impression, Beard was obliged to
number him among those who had no ge&urities or land elaims to burgeon wnder
favorable central govemmental authority. Hamilton's prospects were those of
gratifying income from srduous practice of his pcmfession of the law, from which
now and 1ater he dlstrac'bed himsalf pre bono publico. ”True s Ganeral Schuyler was

ST _
wealthy, and Hrs. Hamilton)\ his’ daughte _'“migh‘b mcpec‘b e day to inherit a com—

petence-—-'-;-which in fact, however, did net _happen. Hamilten » by taste, marriage R

residence in a commercial city, and clien':’gconnee'bions was drawn to the side of
aristocracy and conservatism in the conventional sense. Some, of psyshological
twist, have conjectured that this preference was. compensation for the insecurity
of his boyhood, just as they have supposeci that his love of military glory would,
in his own mind, add height to his slight five feet seven inches. Doubtless

these influences figured insensibly. Some was accident, much was nature, more was
reason. Ve ;nust not cénfuég persen and philosophy beyond a cg;tain poiht. Hamil-
ton was impressed with the necessity of repairs to the emmtrj consequent on

colonial subordination, costs of war, and confusion in the aftermath of inde-

pendence., His advocacies could not consist in abst}actiéné » such as the rights

of man. His 'principle of orderly progress in naticnal strength immediately

% See Robert E. Brown, charles Beard and the Genstitut.ion { Princeton University
- Press, 1956).
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translated itself into concrete policies. These broke down to restored credit s
reliable and abundant currency, and varied industry. Such achievements would
not be induced by exhortation and would be imperiled by further delay. Therefore
& naticnal will must be enabled to reward and punish. This meant economic, secial,
and political control,.
¥here was this control to be vested? Surely in the national organs, for
wrangling states = pulling and hsuling for local advantage, had reduced the country
to imbecility. His program ds&ded for its execution restraint as well as bold-
ness. The central authority must claim "the regular weight...it will receive from
those who will find it their interest to support a government intended to pre-
serve the peace and happiness of the commmity of the whole." The segment of the
populatian appropriately devoted to maintaining stability and systematic advance
was oon{posed of those of wealth and birth. "Give therefore to [thia_] class a dis-
tinct, permanent share in the gevérnment. They will check the mstea.diness‘%}',} ®the
imprudence of democracy.® But the elite and fortunate were not to have sole sway.
They were to ho]r.d‘office'"by‘ a "responsible® but “temporary or defeasible tenuref"
4 We mnst!ﬁrig:g' fdrget that to prevent oppression of the pe_pple, and denial of in~ .

X 2

CK divideal liberties, the lower house by Hamilton's plan was to be elected directly
by the suffrage of all free males ef* twenty-one and upward-—a more democratic

L / provision than prevailed in most-of the states, This was an immediate counter—

g\{y poise to the 11}82&;:;%3 which, in his original proposal, was to be chosen by

’ electors designated by all sf the voters. In his leter scheme he provided that

those naming senaterial electors should have a certain property qualifieation.

The selection of the -gresident was to be threeromoves from the mass of the pecple,
Z

However, in Hamilton's revised plan, the chief ‘executive had a term of only three

years.

This material from the Manuscripts and Archives Division may be protected by copyright law (Title 17 U.S. Code.) This is for personal
use only. No part may be sold, loaned, copied, or published without the written permission of the New York Public Library.



")

We muet take Hamilton in his time. Gﬁzez; _E..Eii{??) he believed the people,
with benefit of a gyroscope to keep the ship of state steady while they came to
a deliberate conclusion on the course, would determine right. It was in the short
run that they were turbulent and vulnerable to demagogie flatiery. He was thus
far suspicious of the capaeity of the people, at a given juncture, to protect
their own interests. Approval of pure democracy was far meore limited in America
then than sinece. For convincing illustration, Thomas Jefferson felt that certain
gowrnmental officers ghould be chosen by a prudentially restricted electorate.

So much for constitutional contrivance. The related, but more insistent s
qt;estion iz whether wealth or commonwealth claimed Hamilton's solicitude. The
answer is plairi in his whole life that he worked for the peace, prosperity, and
freedom of the entire commmity. His client was not a class, but the country.

He wanted to employ the ‘privj.leged c}.a_ss for the *g:ene{-al benefit, he did not allow
himself to be used by this minoritf. | Supe;ﬁcially dividing the .dramatis per-
sonflae of our early history into "good man" and "bad man," it has seemed to most,
with enthusiastic acknowledgment of his technical skill, that Hamilton belongs
with the latter. It is difficult to refute this illusion while standing on one
foot. Two signal cireumstances may be mentioned. Handling milliens for the public,
he left the Treasury a poor man. Nearly at the end of his life, to prevent Burr,
whom he distrusted as a self-serving potential dictator, from becoming president,
he threw his whole influence to his inveterate peolitical enemy, Jefi’erson._ But
acquaintance with his thought and aetions s in 211 of the manifestations that we
can recapture, illumines his disinterested public service. Lasting renown does
not rest on meanness or littleness, no matter how cleverly purs&éd. Aside from

all else, Hamilton was ereative in the noble sphere of polity, and the true artist

must be idealist,
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Mich of Hamilton's doctrine found its way into the Constitution, partly be-
cause he had early and long arged the general objects, and also because of what
he recommended on the floor. His pristine proposals, though known by him to be
ineligible as he made them, more than tinctured the prescriptions of ot.herst’ and
made for greater strength in the central government than would otherwise ha;e
been approved. If to some, of opposite views, he seemed arrogant in the beginning,
these must have been drawn 0 him as he labored manfully in later sessions for
the best solution obﬁainable. This cerdial spirit, in no wise egotistical, led
him to declare at the end that no man's views were farther from the finished gg’on-
stitution than his‘wére known to be, but that for the sake ef wnity and practicality
he endorsed it glad}.y/ and begged abstaining colleagues to join him.  Though selfﬁ'f
confident to a r kable degree ,’ he accepted compromises at many critical points
in his public career, and it is for these concessions that he is honored almost as
much as for his original contentions.

He next demonstrated to the whole country, had it but known, with what prati-
tude he could take the half loaf rather than go without bread. Earlier, he had
forecast that any improved plan of a constitution ought to be explained and
defended by stensihile writings in order to secure for it necessary popular support.
The Cons-titution had been arrived at behind closed doors, a procedure which Hamil-
‘bpn approved as the ogly :Ee‘asible mode, for the utterances of members, and the
chang;s of utterance, would have been misunderstood, with harmful results, if
reported to the comtry while‘ debajc.es were in progress. Indeed, deliberations
might have been widely discredited from the start, for almost of ene accord dele-
gates had disregarded their instructions to amend the Ai*b:".clés of Confederation,
and had projected a far more consolidated government. Now a finished document

was unveiled for ratification by states which found their favorite political
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Pretensions caneef;‘béd. Accept this, and no lenger could states dishonor requests
of Congress for revenue, Jjockey comeree for local benefit, issue paper money, or
by less indirect means violate the obligations of debt, Participants in framing
the Constitution later referred to it as amounting to a second revelution in the
history of the country.

Watching the choice of opponents to sit in the New York convention, Hamilton

had abundant reason to prepare for a cri_tical contest over 'l:.he Constitution in his

own state. Tf the forces of Govemor Clinton were to be prevented from swift and
sure rejection, the proposed fundamental law must be publicly analyzed to dissi-
pate fears and banish bias with reason. Forthwith Hamilton, Madison (who was in
New York atiending Congress), and Jay commenced in the newspapers the series of
persuasive essays signed with the one signature/ "Publius." As they began to take
effect, the purpose was broadened to win to the Géﬁ%ﬁitution the people of other
states as we*J:I!.. Hamilton wrote tvvro«gdthirds of ‘bhe total number. Probably no such
expos:.tlon, in Amer:l.can history, ever helped fix so dec:t.slve a result. Dashed off
in rapid succession, inspired by imminent demand, these "Federalist" papers, as
they came to be called, havgggince been taken as an authoritative int?rpretation

of our scheme of govemment-_; 'ﬁrhey were far removed from modern methods of mass
sppeal. They did not rely upon prestige of a personage, foyr they long remzined
anonymous. They coined no slogans, diverted passions to no whipping-boy. No dis-
arming entertaimnment to tune the ear forta singing commercial. In these degenerate
days we may pause to ask how se literate a per%omance as tha Federalist could pro=-
voke so solid a response. In the absence of radio, telev:.s:.en B pict.ure tabloids,
md fetching propaganda techniques, the habit of reading, reflection, and ma.n-to:,f
man” discussion was cultivated. By these essays the features of the (3c>1m=x'l;it;u’c.:'.onJr
were made familiar and grateful, much as ,by céntrast, 'not 1lsng age the face of a

United States senator in inquisitorial action was rendered distasteful to millions

with surprising consequence.
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5
The eamestness and wisdom with which Hamilton and his colleagues argued in

The Federalist carried conviction. One of the softer impeachments of Hamiltenm

is that, egotistical and imperious, he lacked populsr appeal, the common touch.
Superficially, maybe so. But it is to be remembered that he was chief author of
this most successful effort to win friends and influence pecple. Moreover, as in
his vote for the Constitution in the Philadelphia convention, =prepara1‘.5.-:m of The
Federalist was with him an act of compromise, an abrogation of anything like
stubborn dogma. The whole procedurs of approval of the Comstitution, in which he
figured so dramatieally, was _denocratic so far ag the election laws of the tims
pemitted_.__w]:n the end the states, in their individual capacities, could take it
or leave it, and three of the most importmtz{{nassachuaetts, Virginia, and New
Yorrkﬁ-i—almos’_h left it. In this erisis a superb mind, warm heart, and aroused pur-
pose ;:erved the turn. Severe critics have charged that 2ll was caleulated to en-
throne property and _privilgage under false pretenses,. The last humilistion to

which too-clever historians will ever be brought is the admission of simple sin-

e
§ .
——

cerit-j. Hamilton's actions, when swayed by party as distinet from the public'goedﬁk_»
and tllxere_v.;e‘re such gecgﬁi;:ns~-failet{? or, worse than that, invited the cpposite
result, By contrast ,_'w_heni- he ‘ran eowmter Vtro_pop'ula.r clamor for what he believed

to be :the. general good, he was apt to achieve his aim. His life celebrated the
success of moral force, snd it is a disserviee to truth to tell his story otherwise.

All that we have rehearsed leads up to the finest victory of Hamilten's early

manhood. This was in winning New York to the new nation. He proved to be the
prephet with honor in his own country. It is proper teo compere the ratifying con-
vention at Poughkeepsig with that meeting simltaneously at Richmond and the earlier
one at Boston. All three were stressful, but at Peughl;eepsie'ﬂie odds against the
Constitution were heaviest. In Massachusetts Sam Adams was the most celebrated

of the oracles who did not find favorable signs in the viscera. He was justly

This material from the Manuscripts and Archives Division may be protected by copyright law (Title 17 U.S. Code.) This is for personal
use only. No part may be sold, loaned, copied, or published without the written permission of the New York Public Library.



26

respected, but Massachusetts had recently given the most conspicuous demenstration,

"

in Shays '.s_i'g_bellion, of the incapacity of a state to maintain law and keep the
peace. A farmer;%"plough—jpggem“ he called himself;é—from the heart of the Shays
country, expressed in the Massachusetts econvention the sovereign convietion that
only the Constitution prbmise& protection against the dismaying disorders that all
had witnessed. Moreover, if ﬁhe new Union was rejected, Massachusetts was the
chief of the Ne\p‘_ Ingland states threatened with being s_ggked back into British
allegiance and incorporation into Canada. e
In Virginia the opposition met by Madison and his friends was more powerfully

led. It is enough to mention Patrick Henry who had refused to attend the Phila~
t_'lelphia‘ convention and George Mason who liked so little what he heard there that
he refused to sign the Constitution., But the declamation of Henry and the reserva-
tions of Mason were mor?ft.han offset not only by the indefatigable efforts of
Madison, Marshall,and mpre. Governor Randolrh had repemted of his recaleitrancy,

" and pled for appréval. Washington would surely be President, and was as palpably

In New York the antegonism was perfectly organized, more massive, and saving

elements cbservable elsewhere were missing. ;[r; the beginning only nineteen
delegates were forthe Constitution, twice as many were for rejection, and these
proportions held far into the debates and voting. Governor Clinton, unlike Han~
cock and Randolph, was the champion of the enemy, with his cehort drilled to pro-
tect state antonomy. He had not__bee_m & general in the Revelution fqr nothing.
His chosen spokesman on the convention floor was_.nelanqtonr Smith, as cool and
pointed as Patrick Henry was furious and irrelevant. Smith was secended by John
Lansing, qr. » the rising lawyer who with Robert :g'ygs had turned his back on the

making of the Constitution in the first place. Clinton, in command of his
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overmhelming majority, had no doubt of defeating the Constitution outright by
an early vote on the whole, by ealling for a new convention of the states, or, at
worst, by making adherence conditional on alterations in the instrument that would
continus the old pernicious ar;\:{gmia.

And yot to have New Yorlg jein was essential to the operation of the new nation.
Otherwise the comntry would have been cut in two. Remember that the extreme nor-
thern and southern portions aleng the Atlantic strip cramt;ed Ior little, Georg'ia
was only potentially populous and péewerful. New Hampsﬁirg was a few settlements.
Vermont did not exist except in the dem:;ds of Green Mountain Boys who were fend-
ing off the el_a.ims of New Hampshire and New York, at the same time carrying on
sporadic Bat omdnious conversation with Cenads, Doubts of North Garolina proved well
founded. If Virginia did not rafify, as seemed too likely, and New York f£lumg out,
that left enly Pennsylvania as a distant stepping-stone between New England and
South Carel:ina, fqr Rew Jersey, Delaware » and Maryland were ancillary. Therefore
the batt-le at Peughkeepsie was more than for New York., Tt was for a wnited America.

Governor Clinton was too confident, end as the conventlon opened let the pro-
Constitutien fighters get in vmder his guard, This was by agreeing to the first
resolution offerec; s which ﬁa@m& document should be debated c¢lause by clause
before & vote was taken on the entire instrument. This gave the chance for reason,
persuasion, snd for delay while Virginia might c'ame_' in| and act as a pry on New
York. The manuscript of the brief resolution is preserve with other cenvention
papers in the New-York Historical Society. .Significantly, it is in the two hands
of Hamilton and his principal colleague, Robert R. Livingston. ‘_Ne can see them
putting their heads together for a momentous object. Hamilton had the loyal help
of others, including John Jay and James Duane, but throughout he generalgd the
gtruggle. He smote in center, darted to the flanks, brought up all reserves he

could muster. In hls whole life h:.a resources of brain and nerve and feeling were
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never so completely in play. In contrast to his self-conscious deliverance at
FPhiladelphia, Hamilton forgot himself in his single determination that the conven-
tifl\sﬁoufgiz?e‘mﬁ;.se until New York was unequivocally in the union.

Hamilton was fully prepared. Eight years earlier, before Yorktown insured
military victory, he had concerted with this same Duane for a new national govem-
ment that would promise political triumph. Three years aleng, he and Schuyler had
induc_gd New York to.prod Congress for a cmstitutiopal rencvation. At Amngpolis
lae.hag:_t remned the call for the Fhiladelphia convention., Here he had leamed more
than he taught. His greatest lesson was swbordination of himself t¢ a practicable
plan to save America, His Federalist arguments gave him his own treatise ready to
hand. Ige knew it all b"y _heé_rt s but every utterance at Poughkeepsie was informed
with original vigor, was be;t to the strategic demands of the mcment. He used no
tricks, spared no apponent s and was himself not sparéd, for his extremest sailies
at Philadal;hia were i‘lmg inhhis face by ezmmies with good memories.

He had arranged with Sullivan for an express from Portsmouth to announce New
Hampshire's adherence.. This made the ninth state, and guaranteed the Constitution
at least 'Bechnically. . This news 'boo)_; only_petentﬁ.al éffec‘b in the New York con-
ventiqn, wt?gre the ran_ké of €linton remsined unbroken. Sped by arrsngement between
Hamilton and Madison, mqther rider bx_'ought the anxiously awaited word that Vir-
ginia had come in. As Ha.milton proclamd the dispa.teh €linton, in the nidst of
a speech, lost his hearers. " Perhaps ratification by V;t;'gln_:.a, as we look back,
turned the tide in New York. At the time chief opponents said not, and for days
afterward Hamilton mid-_p;i._s friends must hammer 8WaY. They fe:]ected eny conditional

approval, beat off every specious overture. At long 1ast t.heir courage was re-
warded when Melanct.on Smith, with candor that did him honer s acknowledged himself
convinced for the Comstitution. Lesser men, notably Gilbert Livingsion, played

-
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their part in breaking away from €linton, who stood adamant to the end when the
huge majority against was tumed to the precious majority of three in favor of
ratification. Hamiltén cot.zlékafford to agree in recommendations by New York for
early amendment. The victory had been won.

New York mty, in an elaborate procession of floats led by the Federal ship
named for Hamilton, had already celebrated the fact of wion. - When the yomg
champion reached home, fatigued but flushed, the wniversal gratitude to him was
repeated in a new demonstration. The hour was his. Thai{ was incidental. It was
the practical triuwsph of the Revolution. It was the birth of the nation as the
Declaration of Independence had signalied its conception.

Now remained new tasks in plenty, in which Hamilton would never relax. A fine

resolve had been taken. But. the piece o:ﬁ paper now endorsed must become a living

govammen'b, equipped wi'bh means o the end. The infant must be nourished, pro-

tected, ra:.sed to self—cemand and to statura in the family of mankind. This

el e

would produce parental d:.spu‘bes tha.t beeame determ:ined party differences. Would
the 1ust,y youngster, :x;r_:heri'bor ..Q_f a continent, thrive best on liberty to find his
o directiaxjﬁv or would hé profit by deliberate molding leat imexperience undo
his prom:use? *'I‘Ilaese t.wo philosophies, equally solieitous, have persisted in our
national hlstory. .BY quirk of fate the political parties espeusmg them have
changed places. The followers of Jefferson, inspired by éf/ll ’g;;y of Locke and
finding fresh confirmation in early menifestations of the French Revolution, are
persuaded that the rights _qf m_an_”are promoted by more instead of less government.
On the other hand, devotees oi‘ Hamilton, who shared the apprehensiens of Hobbes,
who lingered in the purlisus of Eercan‘bilists, who conceived that wisdom lay in
orgenized control, now plump for individual free will. This, of course, with

shadings forced by events and the circumstsnces of gradual mutation,.
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The swap of allegiances serves to emphasize the commonplace that the two
parties increasingly partake of each other, have grown to be more similar. This
comenced early, for doctrine proved less influential than did economic and social
development. And it is here that Hamilton's forecast and the result that he
worked to bring about is conspicuous. With the exception of a dwindling minority
which harbers partial or occasional cause for dissent, the country acknowledges
the dominance of the national govermment, and, correspendingly, contraction of
the sphere of the states. This is the fulfillment from Hamilton and his Federalist
friends, _A_s population has bm'geoned/ even in proportion to areapy as distances
have shrunk4y as mass production has superseded crafismanship, the country has be-
come knit and our culture becomes more nearly homogeneous. States! rights, the
fences that were erected around local .difﬁef&nées, have beccome increasingly
anachrom.stzm il i / |

Hamilton would have breught the states, doubtlessz too early, to the national
heal , making them mere administrative wnits under an expanding central sovereigniy.
i’nd‘e_ed, later in life he considered that the larger states should be broken into
pieces, further to @sure _against possible competition with national autfxority.

But the pertinence of Hamilton's project to diminish disparate loyalties in the
country is evident all aromd us. S’_ea_t.e“ governors, fopgerly lesser presidents in
their ‘onn domging, now with one voice sue for federal subsidies. States of their
own acecord join in regional improvements which overlie mere }iolitical;bemdaries.
The flow of a river ddternines the actions of states sharing its- valley. In the
Great Depression af the 'th:[rties states became insolvent, could not put bread

and cheese in the mput.hs of their pecple. Their vgunted sovereigntiss then
suffered a blow from which they can never reeovezgy:lfamiltm hoped to have the
national government the magnet, the interests and therefore inelination of all

the people assimilated to its strength., When, in the midst of ecenomic collapse,
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only national power could extend relief, old inhibitiens founded on {raditions of
localism disappeared. Hamilton's prophecies were egm:ing to pass, his purposes
were being justified. The way was opened to a new scale of action for Congress,
so different in degree as to be differen'b in kind, TIf the national legislature
could rescue not only millions of the: menployed and the aged, but set up a
l?raadl:ine for business and for the farmers, could it not, must 1t not, undertake
preventive measures as wall? 'rhej natienal gevemment became, as Hamilton had
wished and foreseen, the planning agency, promoting this sactor of the economy,
restraining that, coordinating all. The "welfare state" has been used as a term
of reproach, approximating to the "slave state." However employed, the phrase
gontemplates_ :i_a;timal supremacy. Government responsibility and enterprise is shorn
éf the imputed evil conneotation if we think of it as the demoecratic organization
of our capacities for the common, which imcludes the individual, benefit.

This is not té ‘say ‘t'.l.ia'b lecal and regia;;l divergencies of habit and interest
and pi‘eferance do not exis_t'. s oF that they should not be consulted, or should not
be protected against blanket legislation issuing from Washington. Or that the
federal judiciary, so much a dependence of Hamilton's system, should be able to
nullify atata"legilation arbitrarily. This has not happened and is most unlikely
ever to happen. As Hamilten remonstrated more than ence, we wust not, in the heat
of argument, '"ter:_rifyhjr_ith imaginary dangers." What has gone forward over many
years with approval of the Ameriean people is the establishment of certain minima
judged necessary to the health, prosperity, and safety of the nation. When stiates,
by their imcapacity or intransigence, imperil the welfare of the comtry, they
must be aided or commded to conform to national standards.

The issue at the Péughkéepsie convention was that of state against nation,

Governor George Clinton was go proud of his bailiwick that we feel an element of

This material from the Manuscripts and Archives Division may be protected by copyright law (Title 17 U.S. Code.) This is for personal
use only. No part may be sold, loaned, copied, or published without the written permission of the New York Public Library.



32,

L]

compassion in his defeat. But in antagonizing the Censtitution and national
mity he would sacrifice the great_er t0 the lesser claim. Though l;qh was overeome
by Hamilton, and the union was made a fact, others, with more pretension to
philosophy, sought to qualify national obligation. Kentucky and Virginia resolu-
tions, matterings at Hartford and nullification in South Carelina, led on to
secession ::a:_l,d ciﬁl war., In m;.r own day we must be treated to rehearsal of this
regreiful history in l#hie_i_;apregations and threats of southern states against
nationsl authority. That trading ship that tied up to the Jamestown trees and
supplied the qolo_zjﬁista_wiﬂx slaves brought us a ecargo of national sorrow. Not
‘the Negroes, but their status formed the calamity. Madison imew, even better than
Hamilton, that slavery jr_ould prove superior to all else in producing dissension

in the natiq_ry _:___Z{[s it ﬁoo harsh to say that afterward, in ehanging from natioenalist

to sectionalist, Madison himself fell victim to the evil?

&
. e - Rt
AR i

me'ﬁ We hav? come a lmg way in remedy of‘wx“'m:és to Negroes, wrongs to whites.

Are we to witness now attempted revival of "interposition" by the white South, the
state to stand against the m&éﬁi iv.:;di% of the nation? Though he has been dead
a century and 2 half, Alexan é::%made this impossible, His dust is valisnt, As a
southerner born and bred, with not a Yankee in my ackmowledged ancestry on either
side, I waj;ld__ say to my defiant brethern below the Potomac: De not feel that you
are made to suffer under compulsien. Hamilton's pagsion was the expandimg pros-
perity and happiness of the Amerieé.n people. Before we recoil too far at reproof,

maybe we can remember to share in his ncoble hope.

.l
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ﬁ,ﬂu Hamilton's reports on public credit, mint, bank, and manufactures proposed

e Sr———

.“means to prosperity." All were founded on the idea that national wealth resides in
effective goclal organization. He was induced to this by the preceding political
confusion and economic depression which stood in contrast to the potential capa-
cities of a sparse population in a young country of rich latent resources. He

was influenced, too, by the precepts of mercantilism. These continued to be re-
ceived in advanced countries, including France and Britain where protest against
governmental intervention were yet in the mouths of philosophers rather than in

the acts of statesmen. Hamilton was impressed by the uses of coordination of

effort, which must be deliberate, planned, and in a degree coercive. At that
begi_nning stage in American development he was unwilling to trust to individual motive

and preference, as expressed, in the econcmic sphere, in laissez faire, or, politic-

~

ally, in the rights of man. Freedom of private choice was too apt t-o reéul‘b in
disruption; the "wnseen hand® that would tuwrn selfish advantage into public benefit
was too problematical in its operation,

Thus Hamilton was a collectivist in the best mercantilist tradition of utili-
zing governmental guidance, with restraint here and promotion there, rather than in
the sense of socialists, who came later with a theory of history and a strong ethi-
cal insistence. His system was grounded in technical considerations, not in those
of class antagonism. Combinajbion of all elements of the community for national
development was his aim. A varied economy, through public inducement, would favor
mutual gains of farmers, merchants, manufacturers, and financiers. Economic self=
reliance s even self-sufficiency, would insure against military threat. His scheme

amounted to what we now call a "mixed economy," combining/go ental with
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individual initiative. He by no means under‘é;imated the fecundity of the latter,
but private enterprise was to be invited and protected by agency of society. At
the same time, competent groups in the commumity, knowing on which side their
bread was buttered, would support government,

Shortly after his day the gestem world abandoned the preference for social
cantrol to which he held, though the departure was louder in profession than in
practice. Adam Smith, James Watt, and Thomas Jefferson were the heralds and
heroes of the system of free-will in economy and polity. However, in addition to
numerous regulative institutions which survived—-notably 't,rgcie tariffs--these same
comtries, with one accord, less than a century and a hzlf later reembraced the
system of cooperation, and with planning much more explicit and pervasive than
previously. Much of Hamilion'!s thought is celebrated in this retum to reliance on
governmental anthority for prosperity and safety.

0f course the New Deal of the nineteen-thirties was the conspicuous illustra-
tion in the United States. It was as though an unseen Brain Truster counselled
Franklin Roosevelt; a ghostly chair was drawn to his cabinet table, Only positive
government could rescue from dismaying depression. Vigor in the executive must be
matched by latitude in the legislature. The s=tates were incapable of coping with
the national, indeed internationsl, economic collapse. The Constitution mmst be
broadly interpreted to enable the central power to serve the general welfare. Con-
m credit must be relaxed, cireculation must be multiplied and quickened. The
federal government must become the partner of farmers, merchants, manufacturers,
and bankers. Public debt would not be dangerous if it was the means of arousing
the national energies, Besetting fear must be dispelled by confidence in Americats
future. To this psychological lift, resourceful plaming must be added. Economic

behavior must conform to exigency, not to supposed immutable laws.
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A Democratic administration was inspired by the maxims of Thomas Jefferson
and of Woodrow Wilson, but alsc was reverting to the preachments of the chief of
the Federalists. By the same sign the Republican party, running back historically
through Whigs to Federalists, had been retired from responsibility because it had
fallen on inhibitions which could not meet the emergency. To be sure, in the long
interval the problem had increased in magnitude and new elements entered into the
solution. Particularly direct relief mmst be offered to the millions of wnem-
plojred. But an accurate New Deal primer could be taken from Hamilton's advocacies.
That his spirit was reanimated in Franklin Roosevelt's first term of office seems
manifest, This was not an accidental twist of fate. Hamilton foresaw that with
growth of population, improved means of communication, and expansion of machine
industry, localities and states would become interdependent. Their peculiarities
would diminish or disappear., The country would be integrated, to a degree standard-
ized in its parts. Men would look to the national government as the competent
authority.cwn is enough to remind of the burgeoning of the federal function in
banking, control of commerce, and public works. States, once so mindful of their
autonomy, would blur their frontiers in regional undertakings such as the Tennessee
Valley Authority. We used to learn in schocl to bound the states, and to repeat
the names of the state capitals, That quaint geography is forgotten. All of the
governors must meet togsther to draw the country's neotice, and what they discuss is,
in one form or another, national subventions to their commonwealths. One who lived
in Maryland during the Great Depression learned the irony of the prideful slogan
of "Maryland Free State." The long-time governor had been considered a hopeful
contender for the presidential nomination because he championed states! rights,
Disillusion followed economic debacle. Maryland'!s chief freedom was that her capital
lay closest to the office of Harry Hopkins in Washington,
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Having remarked how much the New Deal had in common with Hamilton, the
similarities between Lord Keynes and Hamilton may be taken for granted, since
Keynes was the doctrinal patrom of the New Deal. However, the correspondence of
these two, each the foremost economic statesman of his country and time, serves
£ er to show Hamilton's prescience. Both treated economics as a skill, not a
science; as changing policy, not permanent principle. Hamilton, with far less
theoretical equipment, and not burdenem with tradition, swiftly dismissed
what he found inapplicable to his situation. Keynes was laborious in modifications,
but he too was denying dicta that hampered his purpose. Fach put requirements of
his own nation first. Though Keynes, in his later phase, notably of the Bretton
Woods conference, went further to devise sn international comity, the inescapable
demands of autcnomy of associated cowntries wers conciliated. Both knew that
wealth, or prosperity, and economic progress gpring from social organization., In
this respect Keynes had an advantage over Hamilton, for he represented a people
politically practiced, whereas Hamilton contended with political inexperience. On
the other hand, Hamilton's task was gimpler. He planned for accummlation of capi-
tal, while Keynes was plagued with over—-accumulation. Too little is more readily
dealt with than too much. One recalls the quandary of a simple-minded sailor; if
his rope was too short he could splice it, but what did he do if it was over-long?

Hamilton's fiscal planning, at once bold and judicious, is the more remarkable
when we remember the difficulties under which he worked. The department of the
Treasury must be organized, officers chosen, an accomting system established.

This would have presented problems in any case, but all must be accomplished amidst
the detritus of the Board of Treasury of the Confederation. William Duer, the first
Assistant Secretary, was a holdover from the previous period of accumulated con-

fusion, Though his reputation at the time was high, he proved a pcor choice.
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With his enterprising temper, he may have contributed to the sweep of Hamiltont's
proposals, and his knowledge of previous mistakes mat.y have been serviceable, But
his bad judgment included misconduet in officeﬁh: ii‘ generally known at the
time, would have compromised the integrity of the Treasury in its eritical begin-
nings. Fortwnately, his tenure was brief, though his departure in itself was an
interruption. BFEverleigh, the comptroller, was ill and absent much before his
death, which threw additional burdens on Woleott, the auditor, until the latter
succeeded to the post. Hamiltonts dislike of Tench Coxe, for his personal and
political disloyalty, became an impediment in Treasury operation,

Removal of records and personnel of the department to the new seat of govern-
ment at Philadelphia was troublesome. While preparing his principal reperts Hamil-
ton was excessively engaged in guiding promotion of the Bociety for Useful Mmufac-
tures at the falls of the Passaic (Paterson, New Jersey). This over-ambitious project
suffered from inexperience, the mismanagement of Duer, and the visionary engineering
schemes of L'Enfant. Hamilton was at famlt in the selection of these friends. He
was obliged repeatedly to step in, usually to mitigate the results of costly errors
in the affairs of this first pretentious industrial corporation. This was the
period of his infighting with Jefferson, disruptive in the cabinet and unseemly in
the press. Further, he must defend his conduct of the Treasury against a noisy
attack in Congress. Another distraction had no excuse except the frallty of the
human frame, This was his liaison, in 74’1‘?% with a Mrs, Reynolds, which led to
blackmailing of Hamilton by her husband, and to potential political complieatioens.
How he combined the tearful entreaties of Maria, the expensive exactions of her
spouse, the suspicions of congressmen who became privy to his lapse, snd,at the
same time, the purposeful conduct of the Treasury passes understanding. He had
abundant reason to repent his brief infatuation-—in disgust, depletion of pocket,

fear of exposure, and tax on his attention.
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To cap all, the Philadelphia yellow fever epidemic of 1793 disorganized the
Treasury force, as is painfully clear in Wolcott's manly efforts to prevent complete
stoppage of business. Hamilton fell ill of the disease, was rescued by the minis-
trations of his old friend Dr. Hiward Stevens, but was compelled to leave the scene
to recuperate. The following year a large block of the Secretary's time went to
quelling the Whisky Insurrection, for he accompanied @e troops to Pittsburg., The
refusal of western Pemnsylvania distillers to pay the e;gse raised a problem less
fisecal than political and military, so it will be treated later.

Hamilton always prized the part that excellent administration could play in
making legislation acceptable. His siress on efficient public housekeeping was
novel in his day, for men preferred to argue about political rights and oppressions,
and did not descend to consider convenient compliance with law, Hamilton's per-
ception that many solutimié lay in just procedures of enforcement anticipated a vast
development in our polity. The enlarged role of the executive, as compared with
the legislative and judicial funétions, has produced a whole new area, administra-
tive law, unsuspected by our forefathers, Friedrich Iist, more than a century ago,
with his special experience in Europe/ and impressed by Hamilton!s example, was
fully aware of expansion of the police power. Merx, of course, carried farther the
idea of public management.

We are assured that Hamilton's internal organization of the Treasury is what
exists today, enormously elaborated, He arranged, and was at pains to explain 5
checks of one officer on another to secure at once dispatch o:ﬁ_' business and
accountability. When the Treasury had as yet next to no income, confidence and
purpose were required to lay an enduring foundation of departmental controls. Of
course the grand confusion that he inherited was sufficient prompting to reform.
From the first Hamilton proved himself an excelleni administrator. A decade before,
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he had urged the importance of resting responsibility for chief departments on
competent individual heads. In the event he made himself fully answerable to his
pPlan., Inevitably, in conducting the office which had the largest staff and the
greatest amount of business, slips happened. Though critics in Congress had hawk
eyes for any inadvertence, much less dereliction in the Treasury, the instances
were so few that we may readily count them. Once the Senate complained that Hamil-
ton did not produce & petition supposed to have been lodged in the Treasury. He
explained that if ever there it could not be found, and gave the mitigating circum-
stances. Again, a dismissed clerk bore tales which melted on scrutiny. Charges
in the House that the Secretary had exceeded his discretionary anthority had more
to do with polities than with the policing of his office. In every case he answered
fully; his spirited animadversions were called by some gratuitous, but they showed
his instant solicitude for his reputation.

Hamilton was impatient of legislative disputes, knowing that the test of
utility would come in practical application of measures. Firmness, combined with
Hhrone heel
T flexibility, would reconcile_i-ﬁ-l@i;\differmces » and remove them as obstacles. This
() inevitably formed a component of his program of positive government. He was mindful

o of the evils eof bureaucracy, and flinched even more from centralized dictation
which we call fascism. He was quick to exercise authority properly bestowed, but
was equally determined to stop short of its abuse,

When we extol the wisdom of Hamilton's proposals for revenue, debt service,
currency, and industrial promotion we recognize only part of his labors in the
Treasury. He zealously devised regulations covering all contacts of his department
with the people. The large number of Treasury circulars, of'ten originally drawn and
afterward modified by him, and his meticulous correspondence concerning everyday

problems in great variety form a little kmown but revealing archive. Relating as
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they do to the points of impact of the new central government wpon the citizen,

they could induce passiviiy or provoke discord. It was too much to hope that the
deftest extraction from & person's pocket would be popular. It is only decent, we
imow, to object to taxes. But he studied the }art of "plucking the goose/ with
minimum squawk," He always cited t.he'law,' :;t=consu1ted the spirit as well as the
letter in his use of administrative discretlion. The pains to which he went to suit
reason to requirement must be studled in their array te be appreciated. The modifi-
cations in levy and collection of the excise to meet the convenience of western
distillers is only the most conspicuous instance; the customs gave rise to more if
less portentous problems. Additional bills, as they were presented to Congress c
were bound to {;ﬂect, in their reception, the good or bad reaction of the people
to laws already ):i; operation. One opines that were Hamilton in the Treasury now
the income tax forms would bear his scrutiny and revision. . Of course all of these
operations are enormously more complicated and massive than in the beginning, but
81so he had to contend with novelty that readily cal]\.{ed out repugnance. A sovereign
rule with him was to aim for simplieity and eertainta;. He stopped short of im-
practicable precisien, resolving the last vexations arbitrarily in favor of the
citizen.

The administrative rubs would have been more except for the prosperity of the
comntry which greeted entrance of the new government. This revivel from depression
of the middle t'eighties was providential. It was partly-awingl to the Constitution
and confidence in Washington's presidency, which hastened a natural recuperation.
Eager demand for farm staples at good prices s ampler crg_dit,‘ active commerce soon
reaching to the f:l.r_-st adventures upon China lubricated the political machine.

The financial panic of 1791-92, centering in New York City, was brief, ad was

rightly set domm to over-commitment in speculation,
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We have spoken of handicaps of Hamilton in organizing and conducting the
Treasury. He also had helps within his department. John Adams, in his later dis-
like of Hamilton, said that the work of the Treasury was done by associates, for
which the Secretary took credit while he indulged himself in pleasures of society.
Nothing could be farther from the truth. For what had he prepared through previous
Years if not to give govermment reality, or, as he said, not only a soul, but
instruments for acting? The formation and operation of the Treasury bears his
impress in scope and in detail. It was the mark of good management, not of bad,
that he used the talents of his subormatesgwolcott was his chief dependence.

He had served his apprenticeship at the Pay-Table of COrmec'biéut s ending as comp~
troller of his native state. Hamilton himself, in recommending Wolcott to Presi-
dent Washington for advancement, in April 1791, was the first to declare his com-
petent knowledge of business and faculty for order and arrangements "Indeaed T
ought to say, that I owe very much of whatever success may have attended the merely
executive operaticns of the department to Mr. Wolcott_:"}..” Wolcottls Treaswry
papers, as for example his response to Hamilton's reqlt\zest for a plan for keeping
the accounts of the funded debt, in March 1790, abundantly illustrate this. Requi-
sitions upon the industry and talents of Tench Coxe are plainest in the Report on

\
(o}
Manufactures, and when a large cache of m’é&‘ﬁgscripts, now privately held, shall

become available for examination, his contril;ution to this and other documents will
doubtless be further demonstrated. After routine regulations had been given their
first form, and adjusted to experience, clerks of course carried on. Hamilton's
excellence as an administrator is illustrated throughout. But beyond that he drew
breath for the Treasury, and not only while he was in it, but to a lesser degree
afterward as Wolcott, his successor, referred puzzles to his solution.

Hamilton was criticized for gratwitous assumption of respongibility in other
chief departments of the new federal administration s notably interference in foreipgn
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affairs. He was fertile in ideas, by his nature took initiative, valued the
inter-econnection of all policies. Also, meost of the business of the national execu-
tive, and of the legislature, clustered in the Treasury bailiwick. Hamillon was in
fact, if not in name, the chief of the cabinet ministers. After he resigned as
Secretary of the Treasury he continued, for the remainder of President Washingtonts
second term, almost as an wmofficial member of the cabinet. For several reasons,
mainly Washington's reliance on him, this did no harm, but good, supplying continuity
in policies which Hamilton had fashioned. However, his behind-the-scenes manipu-
lation of Adems' cabinet was ill-considered, and led to grief for all concerned,
Mitigations may be offered. Heads of departments were not then expected automatic-
ally to resign when a new president came in. Adams was prone to absent himself
from capital and cabinet when Congress was not in session;' tempting his subordinates
to seek other cowunsel. But Hamilton overstepped the line of propriety, indeed of
can\d—cy

Hamilton's work, indeed that of the Federalists while they remained in power,
was preparatory. He spied out the land in which others, after him, would dwell,
In the Treasury his task was institutional s not philosophical. He was like Martha
in the New Testament, concerned about many things. He freed his successors to choose,
like Mary, the better part, which was the realization of America's political promise.
His service was in devising ways and means., In modern phrase, he retooled the
comntry for enhanced production, He constructed implements rather then ideals.
Compare his first Report on the Public Credit with the Declaration of Independence
or with Lincolnts second inauvgursl, In all three cases the exigency was pressing.
But the solution for which Hamilton was called upon taxed contrivance more than
courage to announce a new epoch in history, as with Jefferson, or compassion and
renewed national resolve, as with Lincoln. Hamilton's preseription for besetting
ills, as measured against the others, was mundane, not of the spirit; was worldly,

not etemal,
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The contrast-—and other monuments ameng American state papers might be selected—
is only roughly accurate. But it serves to illustrate a fact which we meet in
estimating Hamilton's place in American history. He stands, in reputation, among
the giants, but his head is not in the clouds. Posterity has assigned him a posi-

tion of importance, but lacking the eclat of some of his fellows. The w@iti

—

accordsd him has a certain plus, a credit bonus tossed in because his fiscall
achievements, more readily honored than understood, are held to contain an element
of the miraculous, the touch of genius, evidence of the divine spark. This is as
much a willing confession of incapacity on the part of the beholder as of praise

for the object admired. Hamilton is regarded as a provider, not a prophat-;,—mﬁ"&é’”"

If this be a fair statement of educated opinion, is 1t just? Probably so,
because Hamiltont's concern was national, not univemal , was specific more than
general. Patriotism, however ardent, is less than aspiration for the happiness of
mankind. Why, then, do we accord to Washington his peculiar primacy? Aside from
externals, the grandeur of Wa.shington is in moral commitment that transcended par-
ticular goals. His pledge was sacrificial. This much said, extenvations res-
pecting Hamilton crowd for recognition. They center in the role he chose to ocecupy,
that of making independence viable, Without his contributions to policy, political
and economiec, the sublimest hopes of others might have vaporized, In the postwar
pause, and reaching into the nexti decades, someone must fashion machinery for rescue
and progress. Someone must be engineer of the new structure, and not only plan but '
execute it. He must be nurse to the infant republic, nowrishing it to establishment
in ways at once imaginative and practical., Nor could this effort be successful
unless informed with liberal views. Hamilton fixed his purposs upon creating a
vigorous s enduring nation, This was his lodestar in all his strivings, His in-
genuity, manifest in devices for every department of the public life, sprang from

this central obsession. Ib wag his will which found the way.
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All of Hamilton's work belonged to some special occasion, was in response to a
particular need of the time. He did not construct a comprehensive system, and we
need not lament that his intention of some day preparing a treatise on government

(presumably abstract as compared with The Federalist), was not realized. This does

not mean that his reasoning was opportunist, that his arguments were mere tracts.
His seversl objects were connected, each aided the next. He buttressed his advoca-
cies with appeal to the past and future as well as to the present., Everything was
to be done, so that philosophical speculation, had he been so inclined, must wait
upon the task in hand,

Nor were contemporary critics in any doubt about his animating desire, No
matter how detailed the objections urged against his proposala for funding legis-
lation, approval of a foreign treaty, or scope of the federal courts, one camnot
miss, in the complicated debates, the true intention of his opponents. They were
not innocents, did not permit themselves to be beguiled by particulars, or confuse
themselves on false scents, They paid the author the compliment of perceiving
that the bits and pieces formed 2 mosaic. Thelr thrusts ';:t hig principles rather
than his program were clever in more ways than one. On particulars of taxes, trade,
currency, and their proper administration, his enemies had small chance of matching
his lmo_}wledge and wisdom., They could not score with important revisions. It is
obvious, in the backward look, that legislative objection to this or that feature
of one of Hamiltonts Treasury reports and bills amounted generally to mere cavil,
For he had anticipated exceptions that might be taken to his proviesions, and argued
them away. He had thought out his schemes in the first instance. They were
articulated, internally and with respect to each other. Deletions could be made,
but not many substantive amendments,

This predigested quality added to the fact that protracted, lively discussion

of an interest rate of 6 per ?‘eent against Hamilton's L percent, or a shorter span
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for the mnk of the pnited States, was shadow-boxing. The aclmowl?dged issue always
was, do we want to build a competent federal géﬁerhmmt', or do we intend to salvage
authority for the individual states? By the same token, assailants of the Secre-
tary!s measures are to be judged by their political premises, not by their offer-
ings on fiscal or monetary strategy. Thus viewed, in the light of subsequent history

they were mistaken. The temptation to the position they adopted was evident.

Natural law was a political tenet before laissez faire became an economic maxim.
Many devoted men are equal to one fine effort, bub are unable to address themselves
to a further accomplishment made necessary by the first., Separation from England
exhausted their resolution, so that insuring solvency and safety for the new nation
found them without resources. Attachment to states'! rights was rendered plausible
by geography, for distance begoet peculiarity of kculture. Preference for being a
big fish in a little pond is no novelty. Local pride is a positive virtue, and in-
gsistence on a genuine degree of local autonomy has betler philcsophical pretensions.
However, when sll allowances are made, the Anti-Federalista, at that beginning
stage of our national development, were lacking in insight. One feels little com~
punction in applying this dictum to the boisterous Jackson of (eorgia, Finifey- of
the overmowntain reaches of Pennsylvania, or to Giles of Virginia who at this time
was .t"ranlg;ly obstructionist. But it seems a hard saying as descriptive of Madison,
Jefferson and some others of less capacity, say Monroe and George Clinton. One
reflects that several of those named, later on, confronted by major responsibility
and tauvght by experience, turned nmch more national in word and deed. Nevertheless,
at the time with which we are dealing, they made the wrong guess, or set up an
errcneous order of priorities. Had they succeeded, they would have penalized

central authority more than they protected states! rights, Hamilton said over and
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over again, not bitterly but simply declaring a fact, that attachment to the states,

for the foreseeable future, threatened to deny necessary powers to Congress. With

) ,? i 7 a large area, sparse population, and an experimental Constitution, th: ,ﬁbl—-Federallsts
pid l | might have rested assured that possession was nine points of the law, that inertia
;;;?? “worked in their behalf.

é“wﬁ‘ﬂidwi One who seeks to define Hamilton's place has his own battles without entering

i f:‘;- ; the contest between biographers of Jefferson and of Madison as to which of these

i, : _

was teacher and which was taught. ‘Thzu%h.there are pointers to the contrary, as it
U}ri«? w. Was Madison, rather than Jefferson, 6 reversed himself in.the early ''nineties, it
Tha ot
;%HMM is plausible 1o suppose that his fellow Virginian was his magnet. Whether Madison

Py chose to battle in the open, or was deftly nudged into the exposed quarter by his

%mdﬂi colleague, his legislative opposition to Treasury measures was to Hamilton a bless-
At

El.t;.iff«‘ - ing in disguise. Hamilton's proposals were tesied against the most formidable
;-,;..Of‘?"“

I -4 analysis they could meet from the opposition, and were approved. To know the super-
| iority of Madison to Jefferson in this assault, compare the former's argument in the
Fw‘*‘ili ; House against the bank with the latter's cabinet paper urging Washington to veto the
2#¥ 5., Bill.  Granted that Madison, in the midst of floor debate, had better opportunity
of selecting arguments, his brief, while intrinsically faulity, is not conjectural
R and irreleva:nt._ When Madison, with persevering industry, had made his deposit,
;a " | whatever else was brought ag__ainst one of Hamilton's plans was peripheral and could
7 pe disposed of. )
X %] | 'Thu'q challenged, the validity of Hamilton's recomenda’cions{{as ﬁrf:g_d, though
those who differed from him were ever ready to collect for a new\ attacks. Their
obduracy takes on a certain dignity because so pertinacious. They never learned
what, has~since. been generally agreed, that they were trying to damage the work of
a master craftsman. At the moment, ironically, familiarity with him disqualified

his eritics from appreciating his merits, His very versatility--meddiing, they
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called it, in departments other than his owmn--diminished, in his enemies! eyes,

his special fitness for his Treasury post. Time had not then awarded him his place
among the world's finance ministers. 1In the years since, hardly anyone has ques-
tioned the appropriateness of Hamilton's Treasury expedients and advocacies. Critics
have ‘been driven, instead, to impugn his motives. Unhappily for truth, they have

so far succeeded as to elevate his technical proficiency at the expense of his wig~
dor; and public honesty. It is my hope that these lectures may do ‘their bit to
correct this misconstruction.

The scenes in Congress and in _1_;he society of the capital when Hamilton's
Treasury proposals were the subjects of controversy were animated and anxious. Yet
as we look back on the contest it could not be, on the part of the Antis, more than
a joust. Indeed we wonder, in reviewing their assaults, whether they ever expected
td ;fé-ll their opponents., Hamilton snd his friends were more than a match for them.
First of all, =mn effective governmment was the pledge of the Constitution. The
main point was conceded by the Anti\"é when that document was ratified. The conflict
was then joined on particulars. Here the Federalists, led by Hamilton, were better
qualified. This is clear in the reports, the debates, newspaper comment, and the
correspondence of the time, Hamilton had prepared himself for years, and in more
recent intensive study, for shaping the propositions he put forward, These were in
his department, the offspring of his mind and will. He had thought them through,
in their scope and in detail., Those in rébuttal were on the defensive, could not
do much more than plead the general issue, though they strove. They had neither
the technical competence nor the moral identification of the Secretary with the ex-
pedients he urged.

It is remarkable, when one considers the hundreds of thousands of words spoken

in rejoinder, that they advanced hardly an argument which had not been specifically
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anticipated and answered by Hamilton in submitting his recommendations. He had
taken the precaution of prefacing his proposals with little essays revolving the
subject in a manner that later in our national experience might have been called
gratuitous. He had already shorn specific items of objectionable features, reduc-
iﬁg them to the practicable, What remained he was ready to defend with the whole
weight of precedent and resolve., His opponents had their fears, oftem born of
sectional agrarian promptings, and they were ski}g.’ul in seeking polemical advantage,
but they were ill armed. The c¢lub could not parry gxe rapier.

Madison made himself the chief champion of theé%.i‘bié. His conspicuous support
of the Constitution was prepossessing in his favor, yet he exposed himself by
cavilq\l.}.ng_‘ at means designed to serve agreed ends. When his superior reasoning
powers were not sufficient, objections of others, thoughaﬁb__ shril]) as—thepe—of
vﬁ&eksea-o.ﬂ.&mng.:.a, fell on inattentive ears. Nor did the newspapers, which might
have raised shouts out of doors, come to the assistance of antagonists in Congress.
Typically they printed Hamiltonl's reports in extenso, and, belatedly, proceedings
in the House. In the newspapers I have axanﬁ;ned; up and down the coast, more short
letters from subscribers praised the Secretary than criticii’ed him. Longer letters
were few on either side, and numbers of those against the Treasury proposals be-
trayed evidence of issuing from the same author. On the whole, if we may judge by
the newspapers, the country, even the literate portion of it, was unprepared for
meaningful discussion., This is what we would expect at that juncture in the case
of reports and bills whic¢h were in essential respects sophisticated and technical,
The repeated complaint of enemies was that Hamilton purposely complicated his
measures beyond common mmderstanding. It is safe to say that his object was quite
the other'way, and that the fault lay with the disability of legislators and

:/’"\\\
readers. Misunderstanding might have been avoided and the debates shortened if
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Hamilton had been allowed to appear before the House in presenting his reports.
Some of the legislators who were afraid of his influence would have profited by
his information. As it was, critics used the tactic of prejudicial political
appeal, more natural than creditables.

However, Hamilton's measures were aided by satisfaction of the people in
Washington's presidency and by returned prosperify. The two were popularly linked
as cause and effect. From contemporary expressions outside of the House one gets
the impression that Treasury recommendations were received with little intention to
rebut them, Of course hostile pamphleteers, John Taylor of Caroline one of the
most adept, stigmatized Hamilton's funding system and its concomitants as means
whereby "the fiscal corps" profited while landholders “should groan uwnder the bur~

# “N dens of@emm}\:?.." Taylor's cbject was to stir political protest. He showed
“’ﬁ‘ ol cardinal ignorance of the opera{:l.on of Treasury institutions, the bank for instance.
Approval of open discussion of public policy must tolerate disingenuous methods.
But at the same time, reading Taylor and his agrarian confreres, one appreciates
Hamilton's warnings against demagogues, and not all of them crude practitioners.

As we look back on those contentious times, more was accomplished than the
repair of public credit. Certainly the means chosen were reasonable, almost in-
escapable-~consolidation of debts, sinking fund for repayment, and bank to expedite
Treasury and private requirements, The virtue was that a young democracy could
arrive at these solutions, especially when several of them involved a liberal in-
terpretation of a written Constitution on which the ink was scarcely dry. There
has hardly been an instance in which sensible action by najority consent was so
needed at the moment and so potent for the future. The episode goas a good way to

reassure those who put faith in the competence of popular government.
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Dean Louis M. Hacker's recent admirable book, Hamilton in the American Tra-

dition, provokes discussion of the question how far Hamilion meant to substitute
public for private motivation. Did he intend simply to prime the pump and start the
flow, after which individual capitalists and enterprisers would seize the handle?
Was he content to supply initial confidence through stability of government, the
goodness of its credit, security of property, and positive encouragement by pro-
tection to manufactures and the facility of a public bank? Did he expect to see
the maxims of Adam Smith early demonstrated in America? Was the helping hand of
government to be extended merely in an awkward interim, until the unseen hand of
private incentive would commsnce to operate?

Obviously our answer must depend upon the length of time Hamilton envisaged
for governmental sponsorship and tutelage. I am inclined to think this was long.
How much free and available capiial was there in the cowntry for investment in new,
risky wndertakings of size? The public demands during the Revolution had drained
it, and given as receipt the mass of variegated inconvertible paper. Before the
war was over the pool was exhausted, feeding springs had been tapped, and Congress
was foreced to issue new paper to redeem old. FPromise had been piled on promise.
We may easily be deceived by the eagerness and volume of speculation in securities
and wild lands about the time Hamilton took office into thinking the readiness of
Jiquid funds greater than was the case. The Secretary repeatediy lamented the lack.
Zestful, ingenious acquisitiveness there was in New Yo:;k, ‘Philadelphia, Boston) and
a few other seaboard towns, But the values involved:-l-means of payment as well as
results to be realized--were prospective, Thils is evident in the correspondence
and eontracts of the small company of active manipulators. With what would they
buy? Why, with depreciated securities, of which they had sufficient or could

cheaply amass more. A small first instalment on shares would give an equity which
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would yield handsome returns as the enterprise developed and its stock rese in
price. Most of the real money counted upon was to come from FEurope, especially
Holland and France. Men of means, as Claviere assured, "calculating the vicissitudes
of Europe ,ﬂé):,ﬁﬁ it. prudent to put their "dead funds® in lands in rising
America. But not all investment from Eurcpe would be in liquid form, for particu~-
larly in France many held our paper which they were glad to exchange for anything
tangible or hopefully so.

Among the Americans, in favored places, was a modest mercantile capital, de-
voted to quick turnover by the standards of that day. A respectable group in New
York had feared that the bank established there in 178k would divert these essential
'fundé-to less proved undertakings and dissipate them, and the same apprehensions
attended the rroposal for the Bank of the United States, Industrial projects, if
more smbitious than the shop of the local aritisan, would have to attract numerous
capitals, under the sheliter of incorporation. The largest of these, the Society
for establishing Useful Manufactures, which Hamilton in his official capacity pro-
.mote_d, could enlist only a few of the richest men in the largest towns. Even so,
it must include a subscription by the state of New Jersey, and further depended on
a lottery. Payments except of the first insta.'}%fént were hard to collect; physical
canstruction, though greatly reduced from original plans, lagged, and asetual pro-
duction was feeble and then failed utterly. Hamilton in the event was obliged to
induce bank loans by Treasury assurances to the lender, justifiable on grounds of
policy rather than of principle. This was the instructive history of a project
of Hamilton's own inspiration, which had the benefit of his official prestige, and
at times enjoyed his active oversight. Again, as with the banks, the cry was in-
gistent that an indust.r_ial corporation of such magnitude would injure small pro-
ducers—the self-employed and their few journeymen and apprentices-"iforestalling

their raw materials and preempting their markets.
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Hamiltonts Treasury.éhaaﬁrm went far beyond fiscal tidiness. He intended by
these means to insure competence and expansion of the economy. When he was maiing
his early batch of reports, lesser industrial schemee than his own godchild died
aborning, and plants that had actually come to life failed and were closed down.
These furnished sobering lessons. The financial panic of 1791-92, centering in
New York Clty, precipitated by the ruin of Duer and deepened by the suspension of
Macomb, showed how gaseous had been the bubble and how easily it was pricked. Under
trying circumstances Hamilton kept his head admirably, refusing to be visibly dis~-
turbed in the early stage when signs of Treasury trembling would have quickened and
spread the disaster., However, he could not but know, sorrowfully, that the invest-
ment funds displayed were mere froth.

What could be mustered for dependable progress? America was almost entirely
agricultural. What men possessed was in lands, Et%l.dm s, implements, and could
scarcely be transmuted to liquid form. If we Vspei!'l::: ::f fresh undertakings, in num-
bers and variety, whether for industry, transport, or new settlements, we may say
there was, for investment, little in circulating media, less in instruments negoti-
able without sacrifice, and least in specie.

What, then, remained? Only the faith of government and the work of hands.

The two were intimately connected, like Siamese twins with one blood stream; if one
died the other expired. Hence Hamilton gave his whole force to rendering public

debt valuable. This was the center of his system, the foundation on which he would
build national progress. All alse--revenue, security, banks, prices, private trade

and investment-~—stood upon governmental credit. Thus the funding plan was his cynosure.
When he said that the public debit, consolidated and with provision for its redemp-
tion, could be to us a public blessing, he had in mind more than a political cement,

Public pledges, inviolably fortified and perfectly negotiable, would furnish the
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basis of private credit, of cireculating media, and be in themselves to a degree

monay. Safe public debt would be the wellspring of proliferating econcmic activity.
Congider the imagination and courage of this proposition. He turned a bane

into a benefit. The millstone around our necks he made a pedestal on which to mount.

Disgrace and dismay became honor and confidence. He might have yielded to the short-

sighted urgings of his antagonists in Congress and an abundance of critics in the

P

comntry by consenting to gross repudiation, at least of the diomestic debt. Politi-

. o

cal, economic, even ethical arguments for this course were not lac;lclng. They were
apecious, He was not devising a fiscal expedient. In the principles which he de-
manded in the Treasury he was creating a mation, and he kmew it. He thought on a
different plane from that of his opponents. He was more than an administrator of the
finances. His proficiency as a technician in almost all respects was unguestionable,
This was a source of strength both in fact and in public acceptance of hiz program.
But beyond this he was a minister of state, combining every element in the society
that would make for national advance--political union, economic energy, moral re-
solve, This was his glory of mind and heart.

This sounds like panegyric? I am encircling with a halo what was simply a
good head? Not so. Of course his Treasury policies are reducible to specific
arrangements, all familiar, in the honor and the breach, in previous fiscal history.
But do not make the error of damn_ing him with faint praise for a competent funding
cperation. In the bottle of funding dwelt a genie which, uncorked, would rise into
a giant of national prosperity. The perception of this is what set off the master
from the journeyman, the artist from the artisan. This is why his Treasury papers,
especially his first report on the public credit, 1790, are national monmments,
Their details-—and vastly more detail appears in his correspondence in administra-
tion of his office~-commend themselves to critical admiration. Bl;.‘b in all is a

presiding spirit, a power to project the national future.
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I am unable to agree with the observation of William (raham Sumner that Hamil-
ton fell vietim to the fallacy of "the magic of a sinking fund" which infected the
imaginations of some British writers and fiscal administrators. The passages cited
do not bear out the charge. Hamilton was too penetrating to believe that debt re-
tired by sinking fund purchase would go on drawing interest, and thus promote final
total liquidation, in the absence of corresponding appropriations. He understood
perfectly that there is no miracle of accumvlation in a sinking fund. On the con-~
trary, it would be enough to keep it inviolate. Repeatedly he was emphatic in warn-
ing against the tamptla'hion to raids on the ginking fwnd for other than its pledged
object.

Tn all of Hamilton's Treasury proposals, political purpose was mixed with
fiscal design. This was no disingenuous use of familiar means to ulterior ends.
Especially at the outset of the nation, economic health was necessary to political
strength, and vice versa. This blend of objects came under sharpest scrutiny in
the case of the Bank of the United States. The funding system, while loudly con~
troversial, concerned policy, not governmental principle. In that instance, options
for conversion of old debt into new might be varied, interest rates could be higher
or lower, state debts might be left to the separate jurisdictions or be consolidated
with federal obligations. There was room for choice within a general agreement,

But the power to establish a national bank, by comparison, was fundamental to
the theory of the Constitution. It posed the problem, what kind of government had
been projected? Was it to be positive, with liberal interpretation of amthority, or
so restriective as to deserve the name negative? This was the clash that divided
patriots into parties,

While more words have been spoken and written on this than on any other consti-
tutional theme, the cabinet opinions offered to President Washingion by Jefferson
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and by Hamilton may stand for the remainder. The two are poles apart. Jefferson
averred that "To take a single step beyond the boundaries...specially drawn around
the powers of Congress, is to take possession of a boundless field of power, no
longer susceptible of any definition....Certainly no such universal power was meant
to be given to them, It was intended to lace them up straightly within the enumera-

ted powers...." On the other hand, it appeared to Hamilton "that this general prin-

ciple is inherent in the very definition of govemment, and essential to every step

of the progre‘ss to be made by that of the United States; namely, that every power

vested in a government, is, in its nature s SOVERE[{GN s and includes...a right to em-

'é"’ . | ploy all the means requisite, and fairly applicable, to the attainment of the ends

of such power, and which are not precluded by restrictions and exceptions specified

] in the constitution, or not immoral, or not contrary to the essential ends of
peolitical society."

Whence came this contradiction of views? It did not descend from difference
in learning, though Jefferson's knowledge of political philosophy, from classical
times, was superior to Hamiltom's. {Th onomic historian may be allowed to fix it
in the contrasting experience of these’ statesmen., Jefferson grew up on an agrarian
frontier, in a locality yet‘ visited by mdians—i—tamg ones, to be sure, but with
the smack of the farther wilderness sbout them. His school and college mates were
sons of farmers. In France he enjoyed the friendship of Physiocrats who found all
true wealth springing from land, and who opposed to the meddling of %rcmtﬂist&
thg free ‘law of nature, His beloved home on a momitain@op was isolated; the
fields that spread below formed a domain nearly self-sufficient. In such environ-
ment government could be minimal.

Hamilton spent all his life in seaports which lived upon traffic. The means
of wealth were man~made, like shops and ships; the instruments by which these

operated were social, like credit. His was an environment of people, interdependent,
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{Jbound by conventional ties, Here public controls and services were essential.
Jeffersonts background was rural, where dwelt rights. Hamilton's was urban, lively
with interests. Hamilton was a man of the industrial revolution which was _;merging,
not of the agricultural revolution which had preceded. He was bourgeois, not a
country gentleman. This mundane explanation of the divergence of leaders may be
‘extended to embrace the sections of America which they represented, the more
thiekly fsettled and diversified North, and the sparsely populated South special~-
ized to extracting from t._he goil.

Given their distinct environments, we may particularize for each man within
his setting, Hamilton for more than a decade had "considered that...a bank is not
a mere matter of private property, but a political machine of the greatest importance
to the State." While yet a soldier in the Revelution he had urged on Duane and
Morris a more ambitious bank than ithe one Morris established. The years of dis-
rupted credit and currency had further impressed him with the need for a handmaiden
of the Treasury. He rejected the Bank of North America as unequal to the function
he envisioned. His repgrt of ‘Decembeai) 1790 proposigg the Bank of the United States;
opened with persuasive pages unobtrusively instructing Congress in the unses of banks
in general and particularly for this country. His pains were not misplaced, as the
reaction of Jefferson and cthers demonstrated. Jefferson, much abroad, was wmn-
familiar at first hand with the vexations in America with which Hamilton contended.

To Hamilton a corporation was & useful expression of governmental authority,
the sponsorship of law necessary to enlist private enterprise. Hamilton was a
corporate man, To Jefferson & corporation was economically repugnant and consti-
tutionally illicit,

Thg principle of implied powers which Hamilton celebrated in his defense of

the bank was not novel. He had not broached it in his original report, but it
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promptly formed the staple of debate, being cha}npioned by Ames, Sedgwick, Boudinot,

o and fdﬂmce and as flatly repudiated by their /Mrl:.i—Federalist opponents. The
5
i issue tmar presented, Hamlton s in his arg\ment to Washington, at once eseerbed the
A A

aeffective sovereignty of the central govemment within its designated sphere as also
of the state within its consti‘butiogal competefice., The doctrine had long been a
‘tenet with him, At this historic last moment, when the President pondered con-

flieting forces, Hamilton gave the rule crisp statement that carried it into our

history, John Marshall, in his upholding opinion in Hccﬁllpch vs, Maryland a genera-
tion later, was as logical but not so spirited. Also, by 18'19 Marshall was dealing
with the legality of the Second Bank which had been chartered by the party which,

to its sorrow, had discontinued the first. Marshall confirmed a child which Hamilton
had christened. We may nétice » however, that Hamilton's defense of the bank was not
struck in white heat a‘b one blow. Mrs, Hamiltcn long afterward related, as she

,,f‘"
surely believed, that he had written the opinion in a singl@\;l:ight. His manuscripts

ws:«;—“’/

show, as his letters to Washington declare, that he had been "sedululously engaged
in it® for the week since he received the order to prepare it.

When a candid champion is genuinely exercised for a result, he will avoid dog-
matism and concealment. He will not be afraid to put his cards on the table. This
was illustrated by Hamilton in several crises of his career. In this instance,
arguing for the legality of the Bank, he said quite simply: #The truth is, that
difficulties on this point are inherent in the nature of the federal constitution.
They result inevitably from a division of legislative power. " The consequencg...is,
that there will be cases clearly within the power of the National Goverument,
others, clearly without its power; and a third class, which will leave room for
controversy and difference of opinion, and concerning which a reasonable latitude

of judgment must be allowed."® That was more disarming than demand.
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T resist the temptation to sketch, even in barest outline, the influence of
the doctrine of implied powers as the American scene has unfolded. That would
take us away from Hamilton's Treasury plans as such. Everyone knows that the prin-
ciple’, nudged by developing needs, has received wnguessed applications. As Hamil-
ton understood, it was more than an expedient for inducing the President's signature
to a particular bill. It was a theory of sovereignty within a federal constitutional
system, combining freedom of government with security of law, Hamilton's doctrine
of implied powers in fact reinforced Jefferson's exclamation that "the earth belongs
to the living." By a liberal interpretation, the Censtitution became a living,
dynamic instrument. An advance claim was entered for experimentation, for new ex-
pedients to meet arising needs. A century and a quarter later, other Virginians
(Glass and Wilson) sponsored a Federal Reserve banking system which was the descen-
dent of the United States Bank that Jefferson, Madison, Giles and their friends
anathematizeq.

A hindred and sixty-five years ago Jefferson, as one 'who wished for virtuous
government,” complained to Washington that Hamilton was subverting the Constitution:
"For, in a report on the subject of manufactures...it was expressly assumed that
the general government has a right to exercise all the powers which may be(for %

general welfare, that is to say, all the 1egitim;.'te powers of government," ce

then Jeffersont's political foliowers have familiarized us with the term "welfare
state," and only those of opposite tendencies hold the name in derision. TUnder im-
plied powers we extend the welfare motive to countries distant in place and Politics
from our own, to build up their resistance to Communism which we fear. At first
blush, not much compatibility appears between the purposes of Hamilton and of Mr.
Norman Thomas. And yet it was by national action} for which Hamilton and his friends

cleared the way, that Mr. Thomas! socialist program has been sensibly forwarded.
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Indeed, the Socialist party, as such, has dwindled principally because the New
Deal accepted governmental responsibility and put into effect public planning which
approximated immediate socialist proposals. At present Keynes is the presiding
spirit in the !estem world as is Marx in much of the %astem hemisphere. The
corfespondance. between Keynes and Hamilton is elsewhere noted. We must mention
that they shared belief in fiscal and monetary management, including emergency
deficit financing, for economic stability and progress. If I suggesi that there
are similarities between Marx and Hamilton nobody will believe me, so I do not go
into that.

Given the funded debt and Benk, furnishing facilities in credit and currency,
Hamilton could expect increase in production. He pled constently for more abundant
means of exchange and quickei- cireulation. No aim crops up oftener in his plans.
However, if advantage was to follow, government must foster variety in economic
pursuits.

Hamilton's Report on Manufactures (December 1791) best reveals him as a political
economist. Though laid aside by Congress at the time, it proved the most prophetic
of his proposals. Here he addressed himself, in fundamental fashion, to the means
of rendering the country "opulent," that is, bringing its resources, physical and
mman, into fullest play. He is the national economic planmer, fby farﬁ_tf_hg, first in
our history and the most emphatic of his generation of statesmen“?ndﬁji;iters. He
refuses to leave economic forces to their natural course, but wants to "induce®
variety so that agriculture, commerce, and industry may be mutually stimulating.
Throughout, his concern is for public prosperity, with private interests nourished
that they may be contributory. To this end the intervention of government is pri-
mary. He anticipated, in most respects, developments in America a quarter-century

later. His reasoning could have served as a model for Soviet planning a hundred
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and forty years afterward, as also for the Tennessee Valley Authority and current
projects for modernization of many backward countries. He rejected more of the
recommendations of Adam Smith than he adopted, and where the Scots philosopher
approximated his own thought, Hamilton went beyond him.

- Hamilton refuted, for America in its then stage, the double preference for
laissaz faire and sole devotion to agriculture. He dismissed the French physiocrats

Y

more summarily than Adam Smith had done. This was by way of marking the ground for

his argmment. Then he was constantly concerned to convert American partisans from
the belief that we should, first and foremost, give our energies to the extension

of cultivation of the land with which we were so abwmdantly endowed. He coneiliated
opposition--philosophical, political, and practical--by showing how agriculture would
be best advanced by ;:hm attention to manufactures, commerce, transportation, and
credit. In his effort to utilize govermment to help produce rownded economic
develorment he could not escape solicitude for farmers and planters. But he was
sincerely as well as ingeniously persuasive in their behalf. He appealed to their
interest as well as to their public wisdom,

Besides, the more dispersed the people were, the less unified polit.ically?' and
the less effective the central authority would be. In the beginning he was afraid
that this eom‘ﬁry was too extensive for republican government, though later he re-
vised this view and approved of the lLouisiana Purchase. He remained apprehensive
of local attachments, loyalty to the individual states rather than to the nation.
The -%ﬂfi/istinct the economy of the states, the more disparate must be the country's
polity. AThe- states, for him, had genvine value as proving-grounds for democratic
participation by citizens, but states must not enfeeble national sway. Hamilton,
with others of his persuasion, remembered vividly the distraction and cross-purposes

of the period of the Confederation, which they had worked so hard to cure. While
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the obtrusive preference of the American people for a federal system compelled him to
caution in what he said and did, his inveterate effort was to knit the country
economically and politically. He looked forward to the time when pursuits and
culture would be generaliz.edt and the states would be suitable administrative units
with independent responsibility for not much more than intermal policing. Toward
the end of his life he advanced the proposal that the largest states, potentially
able to threaten national authority, should be subdivided.

We may only mention his specific proposals. ‘Manufactures should be encouraged
by bounties and rewards for invention in preference to protective duties, or by a
judieious combination of bounties and duties. Intem&} improvements to which the
capacity of one or several states were unequal would cléim_ natienal apprepriation.
The national debt might be considered ™an artifieial increase of capital, ...an engine
of business," and bank credit would be a further means, but foreign investment was
anxiously desired. Similarly’foreign artisans would be eagerly welcomed to supple-
ment the scarce native supply. Social costs there would be in promoting industry
and sheltering American experiments against the competition of clder centers, but
this temporary sacrifice would be more than repaid in the expanded produc'bion, Pros-
perity, and ‘security of the country. The guaranteed home market for manufactures
would by the same token furnish a steady demand for agricultural surpluses. HNot
only would division of labor in industry auvgment output, according to the pattern

.,2/

of Adam Smith, but V&l‘% of economic pursuits would open new avenues of effort and
therwise unguessed resources.

the exploitation of o -

Was all of this argued for the benefit of manufacturing ente#p}rj;sers? When
their reluctance and handicaps were overcome, they would profit surely. But they
were to be instruments in a plan in which government would assume the initiative.

I take it that this is the correct reading of his discourse and purpose. He locked
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forward, ultimately, to a system of perfect liberty as the most dosirable, but this
would be when the ecenomy of this country had matured, and when other nations were
willing to discontinue special encouragements to their industries. Other?ja£ihis-_

-persuasien, who came later, most notably Friedrich Iist, hoped for the same result
after the preparatory protective stage had been accomplished.

However, the great lesson of the Report on Manufactures is over and sbove what
has been specified. It is that the fullest economic development, especially in
new countries, is the product of conscious, deliberate organization. Hamilton's
followers, such as Daniel Raymond, the Careys, List, and John Rae spelled this out
jin what has been termed "the sociological theory of capital.® Hamilton presented
it in more than embrzg, for, besides the particular public aids which he recommended,
he pointed out that "everything tending to establish,..permanent order in the
affairs of the country" would powerfully promote #the total mass of industry."

This is your true political economy.
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E- 'I‘h} United States won political independence in the Revolution, but we did
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i not secm aconomic self—detemizmtmn until thirty years later in the War of
1812-5:&9 Between these dates we were in Emuropean leading-strings. We achieved
full nationality only with the fall of Napoleon, Hemilton accomplished the task

o?b;:}.itieal eengolidation, but our competence as a séparate people waited on
the economic development which Hamilton urged but had not time to effect. At the
outset of our national existence the worlid wa.s'being na.dé new by two dynamic for-
ces, the Industrial Revo}.ubion in Brd.'hain and the political or 3uridiea1 revolu—
tion in ‘F‘Ljance. Tegather these upheavals ushered .'Ln the modern _epoch. Ameriea,
claiming freedom, mﬁlifj:qd both historic deyelomants; ~ In one caSe we were
shead of Europe, for our neelaratim of Independenee; anticipated the Declaration
of the Rights of Man. In the other case we must take 1essons from ‘abroad,
patterning power mach:&xe productmn after the British example. However, in both
respects we played a subordinate part. Distant, and our character unfpmed, wo
received rather than gave impressions. American publie pelicy, donestié"'and '
foreign, in the ﬁéf;iod in which Hamilton was most active, was colored by events
sbroad » particularly by the mortal combat betwseen Britain and France beginning in 1793.
The struggle for mastery, so long-as it remained ideclogical, may be put, too briefly,
as between law and liberty, or traditien and imnovatiomn, or experience and experi-
ment.

In America, as someons said, it was ‘as though every man wore a sign on his
forehead marking him as the partisan 'of.me contestant or the other. Fach allegiance
had its strength and weakness. Those favorable to France must gpol‘ogize for ex-

cesses, espacially bloody in the reign of terror, Those drawn to England's side
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t;a ﬁeeme less acute. On the whole ‘ths‘_- Federalist positien was bolstered, for it
was clear that the aspiration of France for democracy had changed to a demand for
dominion, Farther, imerica locmed as the most important neutral. We had measur-
ably established our political unity and laid the basis of our economic ddvance.
Qur agricultural staples were avidly sought by both belligerents. We stood to
lose or gain by the depredat:_ions of both;dire_cted against our commerce because
aimed at _ea_c;: other. In parlous Vyaars of shifting fortwmes in Europe, America
emerged as a separate entity with distinet claims on owr own account. Developing
American nationality inured to the credit of the Pederalists who had all along,

"7} in spite of accusation te the contrary, placed our interest foremost,

One is tempted to depict clashes in American policy in the first decade and

a half of our national life in temms of differences between greai protagonists,
Hamilton and Jefferson. The historic opposition, otherwise nebulous and confused,
becoynea agraealz_aly concrete, simple, and animated when we supply plausible dramatis
persgd@ae. Phis mode is probably too a‘é;'active to be dislodged from popular
aeeeptan‘ee. Yet it is vulgar in obscuring deeper motives. It is harmful in
leaving the impression of a permanent antagonism of forees which were in fact com-
Plementary. Either would have been less beneficial, or positively gangerm in

its tendencies, without the other. What we see arrayed are central suthority

and enecouragement of a varied economy on the one hand, and local autonomy and
prineipal devotion to agriet_:lture on the other, But this was not a confliet of
abzolutes, for time entered as an ingredient. Broadly the Federalists, pitching

their case on the need for order and control, were correct at the outset. They
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ware pragmatic and serviceable in the first formative period., The progress of
the democrats was,negassgrily'delayed. This is symbolized in the change of their
degignation rromz:i;' tc; Republicms. At the start they were merely negative,
and fortimat-eiy 8o mntil as a people we were seacure, with a roof over our heads
and bread and cheese. Then they became positive when rights could be asserted
without peril to priméry requirements. Of course the two advocacies everlapped,
and each repeatedly reappeared subsequently. .

The penchant for choosing champions is further questioned if we consider
certain similarities or agreements of Jefferson and Hamilton. Both pr%%sed the
British constitution. Both, in the begimning, felt that we should reﬁain neutral
in the European war. Both were for the dismissal of Genet. Jefferson ontered the
deal with Hamilton whereby the state debis were assumed in exchange ror*/;i.;;;;gat
of ‘the capital on the Potomac. Jefferson did not always belong to what Hamilten
called "the disorganizing sect.® For he wrote to Lafayette in the spring of 1790,
®If the President can be preserved a few years till habits of authority and
dbédier}qe can be established generally, we have nothing to fear." Jefferson ’
like Hemilton, belisved in a modified sufffrage. on the other hand, Hamiltoﬁ was
adamant for wnalloyed popular control of the House of Representatives. Jefferson,
the declarsd democrat, in practice held many chattel slaves, bought and sold them.
Hamilton, pictured as the apostle of privilege, was an abolitionist. Hamilton
favored viable state govements, though within a gphere more restricted than
Jefferson wished. It is well remembered that when Jefferson became president he
used powers truly national, as in the Louisiana g;s.rcehase, which Hamilton approved,
and later exercised further authority which Hamilten, had he lived, would have en-
dorsed in principle. Other particular correspandences or apz:ioximations could be

noted,
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Neither must we take at face walue the eharges and epithets which political
opponents, in the heat of controirersy, flung at each other. We must not diminish
the worthiness of centestantes by reinvoking old ¢marrels., Antagonists often saw
a fateful ecrisis where was only a passing contretemps. In this light we may take
thelr vehemence against each other as evidence of sineer:.ty of both.

Evén in the thick of controversy, Hamilton could see that parby@iﬁi

were exaggerated. "“One side appears to belisve," he observed, "that there is a

serious plot t_o overtwrn the Sta-t.q governments, and substitute a monarchy to the

e,

present republican system. The other side firmly believes that there is a serious
plot to overturn the ;genexfa‘l government, and elevate the separate power of the
States upon its ruins. Both sides may be equally wrong, and their mutual jealousies
may bé...csauses of the. appearances ‘which mutually disturb them and sharpen them

“ aga:mst each other.“':f ‘I‘ha.t was an accmrate judgment. Later expemence was to ghow

"‘?that. na:it.her paz;‘o&lv‘!ra}s -bent én going te extremes. instéad, they eomtarbalanced
each other o the n;:bion!s benefi'bo
Ramilten and Jefferson d:l.ffered materially in philosophy and policy, but
-‘iboth ;were original, and great." - The passionate attachment of each to the success
of t.he United States is not doubted. That they viewed this objeet from divergent

angles was our chief political blessing. Here, more than in specific provisims

et

o:f the. Constitution, were the true checks and balances. The Federalists, left to

. themSelves in their zeal for harmony, would have lapsed into @reions repugnant
Yo liberty. They gave evidence o_f it. The Republicans, if wnopposed, wouid have
failed to give the natienal government sufficient strength in the eritiesl com~
mencement of its career, and in enthusiasm for freedom might have invited dis-

wnion. They, tec, gave more than hints of this failing. As it was, leaders of
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superlative capacity corrected each other, producing between them a nation com-
bining vigor and virtue. In concluding these observations need I remind that

in the end Hamiltomm sacrificed his party to his devotion to the country's welfara)
thowgh this meant elévatihg his political enemies? Familiarity with the Lives
of Hamilton and of Jefferson prompts the conviction that they thought better of
each other than did their partisans, then or since.

The saying that politics is the art of the possible has its exceptions. The
baginning of our national government is one., To many all that seemsd possible
was amendment of the Confederation, toning it uvp a little in the hope that we
would muddle through to the survival of independence and union. Extent of terri-
tory, agrieultural preoccupatien, d:’._va__rsity of regions and consequent gtrength of
local attachments all gave this oomsal._ Pogtwar depression—-—of land values as
well as of business aetzvity—la-was not. mly economie, but pelitical and meral.

o e

Winning the war had seemingly mf:xtted us to ‘win self-d:.sciplm After the one

i critical effort we went limp. A few leaders knew that we must go on to consoli-
date our position, to construct a nation vigerous at home and respected abroad.
In deference to the prevailing lethargy they first tried temporizing measures,
such as an independent revenue for Congress and reconciliation of trade snd terri-
torial jealousies between the states.
When these partial expedients, recommended as "the possible ,'f were disappointed,
they addressed themselves to accomplishing what they familiarly referred to as a
second revolution. They resolved upon the impassible. ‘ _The ‘Foderalists were aided
to. \J‘;: by the compactness and intelligence of their group. Bu'hr they were helped by more.
9”‘3 Reading of the times tells us that they could not have succeeded without their

patriotic purpose. The supposed wisdom of historical hindsight says that property
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and privilege seized the desperate chance to impose a new polity. This is a
half-truth, in spite of the fact that Anti-Federalists stigmatized their opponents
as a corrupt squadron of monocrats and "paper men ,* and Federalists called the
others demagogues and Jacobins. Nelther side was disingenuous, though as years
went on party maneuver more and more obtruded.

T speak here of the Constitubienal Cenvention, ratification by the states,
and inauguration of the national government. This was a noble work of arousal,
with means snbor@iﬁate_to ends. Hathing less than public devotion could have
triwmsphed. ‘Bevic;gs design would have betrayed itself. Only sincerity could suc-
ceed. Those who pressed for renovation did not consult obstacles. To be sure,
in the ﬁrial they compromised, bu*bgfor the sake of an ove%il departure which re-
mained intact. They did not temporize, ent and f£it, adjust in the hope that some
day sll would ‘eome out right. Their eonaessmns were within a framework which
they held steadzly before the:.r eyes.

V/’;;e’;haps the most notorious newspaper controversy in owr national political

: history was that between Hamilton on the one hand and the close adherents of
Jefferson on the other in ‘ehe sun@& and autumn of 1792, Tts asper:xty was sharper
because of personal as well as pa:rty’ color. T% aired the clash between the princi-
pal cabinet ministers. ander President Washington, who remonstrated with beth teo
desist ere worse damage was dones The charges and eounteieha'rges swelled louder
bacause the disputants used_fpssndmyﬁts, the same writer appearing in different
guises, thcmgh. perceptive réaders could not have been deceived as to true identi-

ties. The furious exchanges were chiefly in the Gazette of the United States on

amiltonts part, and in the Natiomal Gazette by Madison and Frensau; Jefferson

preferred to have his champions take the shock of battle for him.
A couple of months earlier, when Hamilton resisted the temptation to a public

fray, he declared his complaints against Jefferson and Madison in a long private
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letter to their Federalist fellew-Virginian, Edward Carrington, This is the most
revealing short account of the divergences of parties. Suspicions of Jefferson
from the start, because he accepted the Constitution only qualifiedly and was
#electrified with attachment to France," soon grew into the conviction of Hamil-
ton that Jefferson would make the government odious in order to obtain mastery of
it, The defection of Madison, his former loyal collaborator in national measures,
hit Hamilton harder. He refused to credit it until Madison's opposition to the
funding system., But now, he declared, these foes, acting as cne, meant to dis-
lodge him, pit the states against national suthorily, and throw imerica into the
embrace of France (inviding war with Britain). Men acting with Jefferson and
Hadison, though_} not these 1eaders themselves s designed to prostrate national and

state govez;mnentsl allke and erect monarehy on the ruins,

Hamilton had thus far wburdened himself privately. But he soon resolved
that his and the comntiry's enemiss should be exhibited to the public. He spred
his accusations in the press, citing chapter and verse. Even when_ﬁashingtm
pled for an end to the unseemly display of mutual rancors, Hamilton replied that
he could not recede for the present, and in fact his piecqs continued to appear
for weeks afterward. The fat was in the fire. Hostile parties were t0 be. For-
tunately confliet was increasingly transferred to eleciions anci other fields of
fairer i"ight than newspaper thrusts of secretaries who sal about the same cabinet
table,

Tt is hard to lmow how to distribute blame for the melee in the gazettes.
Hamilton began it, if we fasten on overt action, by publishing his charge 'umt
Jefferson had bribed Freneau to fulminate against government and its honest ser-

vants., The poet-editor had been given a clerkship in Jeffersonts department.
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Also Hamilton was friendly to Fenno, the Federalist printer, lending him money.
On the other hand, apparently, Jefferson and Madison had commenced priva.'be ine
sinuations against Hamiltan. On substantive matters Hamilton had the better of
the argument. His wnmamerly method is mitigated by the reflection that he
rightly regarded his Treasury measures as essential to the faith and progress

of the national governmeni.  Nor could the states, for which his oppenents spoks,
prosper if the central power was faltering, Striving mightily tc establish the
comtry. og & promising course, he was driven to lash out at eritics w%zo offered
little econstruction.

As a sequel of the squabble in the press, Hamilton's critics resolved to attack
from a new quarter, not newspaper columns but in Cangress. They would take the
initiative. They would not banciy political ideas, but would call for an investi-
gation of Hamilton's management of the Treasury. They would be specific with

theirmémua‘hmg mt;rmga%rf. The result might show that he had disobeyed

the legisiative branch, had favored the Bank of the United States to the prejudice
of French claims, had ineurred umecessary costs to the publie. The President!'s
eonfidence in him might be weakened, the Secretary might even be impeached. Con-
gross would adjourn before Hamilton could submit the varied reports called for,

and in the recess he would rest under injurious imputations.

e,

The campaign of accusation was really not premising from th "/;tar;t. The peg
on which it was hung was volumnteered by Hamilton when he explain;ganw‘ﬁs' a
matter of course, that he had combined certain foreign loans which Congress had
supposed would be distinct in negotiation and in application. If this invelved
error, & guilty Secretary would not have revealed his misconduct. Jefferson in-

spired the assanlt, he and Madison drafted the resclutions, Giles introduced and
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defended them, But this trimmvirate rushed in ignorantly. As Hamilton sald in
reply, if they had asked him he could have quickly set them straight o Treasury
pProcedure and removed doubts. They preferred to advertise as a public mystery
what was only their lack of pemetration. They pitched the battle on Hamilton's
home ground, where the familiarity was his and where he had the strongest motives
for self-vindication. Could his foes have estimated the chances with detachment,
they mugt have realized that the rebuttal would recoil upon them.

Ha'waver, Hamilton had the problem of summarizing much detail in the shortest
time, = This was a physical feat, let alone the analysis required if the exhibits
were to refute the charges implied. The accounting labor fell pri:icii)ally on
Woleott, who now, if never before, earned Hamilteon's enduring thanks and trust.

The replies which Namilton submibted must have satisfied reasonable men not only

i
ot

of the :henes}:éy butof ‘the hi'gh competence of Treasury operatiens. However,

X,

o M

blindly debermined to'destroy Hamilton, his foes ssized on techniealities im
their attempt at formal censwre. Even so0, they sought delay to further their
mischief, f'The Federalistsé—especial’ly William Smith, Boudinot, and Ames;;-wsre
conclusive in refutation, a.nd-i:ompelled votes before adjournment. FHamilton was
handsomely upheld, The discretien he had used in departing from the letter of
Congressional mandate was justified. We camnnot suppese that instigaters of the
inquiry and attempted condemnation were ingenuous. Were they so, they failed %o
see that the administrator must be allowed a degree of latitude. At the beginning
of our history, those jealous of naticna i o &ad misgivings sbout the legisla-
ture, but the executive they wanted to stral 'b’-;;!_\acket. Hamilton, by his actions

and advocacy, did more than anyone else to establish the executive as a coordinate

funchion in ge_vemment. ‘Consider the expansion which this principle has enjoyed
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in our later development. We have mince agreed that Congress determines large
matters of policy. It leaves interpretation first to those charged with carrying
the legislative intention into effect, and uvltimately, should question arise, to
the courts. The Great Sapressianlof the nineteen-thirties furnished notsble ex-
amples. The current provision for economic amd military aid in the Middle East
goes farther. The prodigious growth and complication of the American economy, with
corresponding enhancement eof the role of govermment has produced a whole new branch
of jurisprudence, administrative law. It is appropriate that scholars of Columbia
University, Hamilton's alma mater, have made particular contributions to this field
which he helped to open to importance.

Hamilton's inquisitors abused the right, the duty of legislative investigation
into official conduct. From the outset, knowing him as Jefferson and Madison did,
they could not have believed him culpsble. Indulging their political motive, they
hampered his useful efforts. Perhaps thqj:did-nbt deserve t&Z”ESQSIQiﬁt of Oliver
Wolcott, Sr., that they meant "to make a steady exertien...to derange the Present
system of government." We may credit them with better intent. Call them patriots,
but they were also peétiferous in embarragsing the work of a major department.
Hamilton met them in the only way possible-’-by immediate and thorough disclosure
of his cperations. ﬁq

Hamilton's vindication of national authority against whisky rebels of western
Pennsylvania in 179k belongs in our story of his political leadership rather than
in the account of his fiscal services. The two functions were intimately connected,
gince the insurrection sprang from refusal to pay the excise on domestic dis-
tilled spirits. But the means of redress took on more signifieance than mere
collection of the revenue., Merching 13,000 militia into the country of the recal-

citrants proved federal superiority to sectional disseni. Maybe the example had
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something to do with the effectiveness of President Andrew Jackson's threat to
South Carolina nullifiers of customs t;axes forty years later. The pity is that
after yet another gemeration secessionists did not bow to national supremacy wm-~
til vaster retribution was invoked.

It is accurate to speak of Hamilton's principal part in suppressing the
whisky riging. He was so credited at the time, with praise or blame depending
upon the viewer. He was frequently reproached for interfering in the duties of
other departments of the government. Here was a case which, in its erigin and
course, was within his own respensibility, though correction required military
action and afterward involved political remomstrance. It was accidental that
when the expedition across the mountains was prel;aring Hamilton was acting Secre-
tery of War in the absence of Geheral Knox from the capital, but that did not
diminish the criticism in Republzican quarters of Hamilton's agency.

ille may not deal with this viﬁd oc;_eurrence in any detail., As always, there
was much to be sald on both sides. The erux of the trouble was in the physical
and therefore cultural remoteness of the frontiersmen from the eastern seaboard.
The Alleghenies, now so swiftly surmounted, were then a formidable barrier. The
excise of 1791 was enacted to permit assumption of the state debts., Neither means
nor object was approved by the westemers. Their bulky grain, reduced to whisky
in ubiguitous farm distilleries, fownd its market to the eastward where it was
lugged by packtrain, The tax must be paid in cash in a couniry forced to exist
by barter. The borderers, individualist by environment, despised the Pemnsylvania
state excise wntil it was _repe'aled. They were predisposed to treat the federal
duty with similar contempt. This held dangers where _whﬁ.aky was the common drink,
rifles hung on every chimney piece, and local autenomy was the popular religien.
Scoteh~Irish assertiveness hardly needed to be organized in the democratic societies

fostered by Citizen Gm%t.
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Hamilton, solicitous for the revenue but also for harmeny and justice, bent
to the first storms by modifying ﬂze excise to suit the convenlience of the dis-~
tillers. Legislative and administrative adjustments were calculated to meet
every reascnable objection. But these concessions were taken by the insurgents
as signals for further defiance. The houwse of the :l.nspectpr of th? disfr_ic'b was
attacked.in force and bwrned. His subordinates en their errands wge{e shamefully
abused. Cemplying distillers had their property wrecked, so that others were
afraid to register. An irregular muster of the militia, some thousands strong,
threatened the log village of Pittsburg s but the torch was extinguished by kegs
of whisky set out by the inhabitants, Hamilton was bitter against meetings at
several points, particularly Mingo Creek in Washington Cownty, which gave consis-
tency "to en opposition...that threatens the foundations of the government of the
Union, unless speedily.,.subdued.” Hamilton said these meelings were patronized
by influential pez;;sons.' He ‘had:ir‘z mind, among others H. H. Brackenridge and
Albert Gallatin, The latter was clerk of a meeting which resolved to obstruct
the operation of the law. These Republicans later explained that they attended
the meetings in order to quiet the disturbances. Hamilton rightly considered their
action equivocal or worse, The time had come to condemn or condene. Hamilton
never forgave Gellatin. We readily follow the mutual hostility, now engendered,
through subsegquent political conflicts,

President WéShing';;m was persuaded that the resistance must be put dowmn
forthwith., A federal judge having certified that the courts were powerless,
Washington issued a final proclamaticn, called out militia from Pennsylvania,
Virginia, Maryland, snd New Jersey, and sent ahead commissioners to receive the

capitulation of insurgents. All of these moves were prepared by Hamilton, who
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accompanied the punitive expedition. The march was eomandedéy Washington as
far as Bedford, Pennsylvania, whence the President returned for the session of
Congress, placing Governor Henry Lee in eharge. The insurrection melted before
this show of federal force.

But the elash of national auwthority ageinst regional resistance reverberated
when the President, in his address to Congress, castigated the “self-created
sccieties" for inflaming opposition to Eovs 'jent. He was thoroughly aroused.
His striciures provoked in the House a violent debate in which Federalist and
Republican partisans explored the principles involve‘d._ How fa.;..- was free asgem-
blage to be proscribed or protected? The episode split parties as never before.
Previous divergence, by coﬁpaﬂson, had been tentative, The practical need for
funding, assumption, and bank had installed those measures. The cabinet and news-
paper gquarrel betwreen Hamilten and Jefferscen canfused personal diataste with
pol:.txcai antagmism, and was quieted by 'l'.he Presidant's remonstrance and Jefrer-
gonl's early res:.gnat:.‘pn, The rejection of Genet and issue of the neutrality
proclamation claimed a general assent.

Now, however, suppression of regional protest by troops !’ and singling out of
local volunteer socleties for condemmation awoke the echoes. A new clash was
added, destined to ring loud into the future-~that of East against West. Hamilton
was accused of inflating spe:fadic diserder inte systemstie disloyalty. OGiven the
fact of insurrection, he was surely mindful of the salutary results of crushing
it. But he was far from seeking the occasion. He tried conciliation, without
effect. As Federalist leader he did not invite .th_e spectacle of damestic dissen-
gion bearing however faint resemblance to European confliet. The expense bur-

dened the budget. Lastly, as in other instances, he could not have won Washington

to a disingenuous purpose.
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~ The Federai}istg were now victerious, but the .IRep_t:zblicans drew strength
from defeat. Before entering on next events, which exacerbated differences, we
may pause to apply the lesson of the Whisky Insurrection to present events.

We cannot miss the parallel between the refusal of westerners to obey the
(one ax welpid asid wfy*

natlmal Taw. -lﬁe—yaars ago and the resistance of parts of the South in face of
the dasegr\eg.at:_.on decision of the Supreme Court. In both instances s We fmd a
region in revolt. In both cases it is local geographical, economic, and political
pecuiiarities which provoke disobedience to natienal mandate. At neither time
is enforcement sudden or arbitrary. The whisky excize was modified in amount
and in mede of collection. Washingten remmnstrated against illegal acts in a
proclamation of 1792, which was two years before he felt driven to coercive
measms. Lilnewise, the eourt., in the dese__gregatxon decision, wisely prmq.gd
time in uhich oi‘:f‘end'ing commitn.es shall bring themselws into cenformiv. 4
both episodes we discover organized opposition on three lsvels. First, principal
spokesmen, persons of education and position, subscribe to defiant resolutions,
Second, lrargar_‘numbers » less identified, form or act through groups of some perma-
nence-/-the #democratical societies" long ago, and the white citizens'! councils now.
Thir&,i theré is violence, promoted by these organizations or of the ad hoc
vigilante sort. Further, both sections, while antagenizing naticnal anthority,
are imploring national assistance. The westerners refused to contribute to the
revenue, but they clamored for armed forces to protect them against Indian attack.
The scutherners in question re ject complisnce with the court decree but suppli-
cate for flood and drought relief, benefit payments to famers s and federal
assistance to schools. In beth examples, the doctrine of siates' rights—-the

South has now revived the term “interpesitionV--isz cried up,
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Naturally there are differences between the Whisky nsurrection of our early
history and southern cmtm concerning civil rights at present. The area em-
braced was smaller then-fmn-‘ counties in western Permsylvania and what was
called Ohio County in Virginia. However, less overi oppesition had appeared along
the frontiers of Maryland and the Carolinas, and, relative to total area and popu-
lation, we have not much to choose in the two instances. The habit in the South
of excluding Negroes from full citizenship is of longer étanding than was western
animus toward the excise; Jim Crow is older than moonshine, though the latter had
slready at that early day a respectable h:istery; Some may S8y that back yonder
the ‘_national demand was expressed in a statute, accompanied by national enforce-
ment officers, whereas the authority now proceeds in a_court. decision. But both
are equally the law of the land. It will not do to object th:at an act of Cengress

is less di cretionary than a court opinion. The question of constitwtionality of

#1R.

‘‘‘‘‘

the excise was as loudly raised as is the legality of the Fecictines s ool
racial problem was involved ‘hl_gfore » but that is the center of the present contro-
versy. The bugaboo of impending "mongrelization" was not in the earlier picture,
but is now proclaimed. I forbear to stigmatize this last as it deserves. I
notice only that, in the first place, it is conjectural. The Supreme Court has
not ordered race fusien. If anything, more likelihood of race amalgamation lurks
in ignorance end poverty than in education and enlarged opportunity for beth
whites and Negroes. If the South wanis to have white skins on the one hand and
black skins on the other, the object will be best achieved by higher economic com—
petence of both groups, with consequent self-esteem of each, an_d mutual respect.
Tt is demonstrated that what produces browm skins is degradatiem and exploitation

of Negroes,
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President Washington, in the most open fashion, discountenanced regiomal
defisnce of nabional authority. When moral suvasion did not serve, and his patience
was exhausted, he led troops into the rebellious area and compelled obedience to
the law. In comparison to that distinguished example, what shall we say of Presi-
dent Eisenhower's conduct toward refractory .outhgrners? At a similar stage of
local disobedience, he has not used his prestige-—indeed, has not@eiged his
constitutional responsibility--to rebuke resistance as Washington @é- Washington
exerted leadership which Eisenhower has omitted to supply. I wish to be elearly
wmderstood. Protest against the court decision has mot come to the point calling
for federal armed force. May it never reach that pass, The federal civil aunthority
could have been more promptly and more generally employed. - In the absence of con~
spicuous moral support by the President of the United States other means to secure
compliancé with the law will be less effectiva.

A former justice of the Suprm Court, who was also Secretary of State, has
made himself the blatant mout};pieee of Dixiets stands Southem members of Comgress,:
with a few honorable exceptions, issued a manifesto against the national law., Who
shall counter this, save our highest officer __speaking in the nzme of America?
Southern wniversity presidents, newspaper editors, and leading writers, again with
shining exceptions, have preved obdnra_te.' The timid are folloying_ these bold ones,
who had their counterparts in the Whisky Imsurrection in Brackenridge, Gallatin,ﬁli;
Bradford, and more. Will they learn better? May we trust to time for their per-
suasion? Allow me to say that I am a southermer, born and bred, and I think I know
the apolegists of sectional mores. They will not yield to national views without
coercion. This can be peaceful coercion, but it mst proceed from the highest

quarter. The Vice-President was sent to West Africa to help celebrate the birth
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of a new nation of black men, neglecting Negroes in Alabama and Georgia and
Florida and Tennessee who are striving for nationsl rights in their om cowntry.
The Supreme Court has done its part. Many white southerners, in official and
priyate posts, are doing theirs. The names of Thurgeod Marshall and Martin Luther

King have flown round the world. One wishes that decided words from the White

AN
e
,-,‘5»,

Hougse were lending resonance to their voices.

o
it T

:g;/ ) The struggle over the Jay traar'l:i tf:s a central place in the development
of parties in our early history. Earfier clashes were in different ways subordinate
and preparatory to this trial q_f.'_ girength. The funding system, though filled with
politieal implications, was in the realm of the necessary and the technical.
The newspaper duel between Hamilton and Jefferson's proxies bespoke personal

as well as politicalganimus s and was 80 treated by Washington. The attack of Vir-

Domh S q

g:mians “in th ouse ¢ Hamiltan's admim.stratmn of the Treasury, while noisy,

i
A _.....‘-; -17- 9

proved aber'blve. :

Nentrallty wounded French sympathies s bub 1ts very nme Pro-
cla:.med detachment, and the pollcy had the approval of all members of Washington's
cabinet. /ﬁt:.—Federal:Lsts nust endorse demsnd for recall of Genet becauvse he had
been grossly presumptuous and Jefferson had too far tolerated his false promises.
The Whisky Insurrection, which came next on the boards, was violent disobedi:guaa‘
to our own laws, was put down by the President at the kead of troops from geuthem
and gozjthem states, and in the sequel produced congressional rebuke of t;le
democfatic societies.

The Jay treaty, by contrast with precursor acts, was not negative, but posi-
tive. It was considered by opponents as rangzing us on the side of Britain, our
eneny, against France, our polibtical and military a;ly. It composed owr com-~
plaints of no%erformanee of the peace treaty of 1783, it banished all prospect

T

of belligerency on the side of France in her titanic contest against monarchs.
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In spite of flagrant Bri-i.ish depredations on our shipping, in disregard of estab-
lished immmities, Jay concluded a commercial treaty such as we did not have with
France. Neutrality was one thing, bubt now it was evident that America's granary
was to feed the foes of France.

Actually, the treaty tha:t became the storm center of forces in Congress and
the country was Hamilton's far more than Jay's., Hemilton originated the project,
munitioned Washington on the desirability of the move, decided him to send Jay as
our emzésax"'ysii{ér” Jay's instructions, and at all siages led the bitter fight for
approval of the treaty as concluded. Besides the loyalty in F‘ederalist ranks,
individuals cqngpicuously assisted Hamilton's efforts » particularly Rufus King,
soon to be our resident minister to England, and Fisher Ames in the last cast of
the dice in the House of Repreéentatives. Bat Hamiltonts solicitude and persever-
ance were always feremost. The tem “fs.ther" of this s that, and the other has
been ovaxwerked: -One who was a member oi‘ t.he staff of the monumental Tictionary
of American Biography relates that it became &n editorial rule to eliminate this
title after a shoe manufacturer was honored as Wthe father of the box toe." In
the attempt to avoid the forbidden term a publisher was risibly described as
"wrapped up in his newspaper." But we must deeclare that Hamilton was enveloped
:Ln the Joy treaty, or he wrapped it up. To appreciate his paternity one must.
read bis early memoranda, his official commumnications and private letters, and his
newspaper essays in elaborate defense of a document which needed all of his in-
tellectnal ingenuity and moral commitment for its acceptance.

Here was national 1eadership which“transcende‘d party msneuver, of a high
order hardly imitated again wntil Lincoln's apostleship for wnion, Wilson's con-
gtruction of the League of Nations, and Franklin Roosevelt's assault on the Great

Depression, The last analogy, in several points of view, may be less apt than
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the others; in any event, Hamilton was his own "Brain;#f Trust." Procedure since
his day has changed. Now the candidate, or important office holder, or national
comnittee chairman is put forward by the party, has a corps of speech-writers,
is briefed for pronouncements. In Hamiltont!s case, he took the pesition which
others chose to follow. While he was not inattentive %o party recruitment,
management of elections, and legislative votes, he did not so much improve issues
as he announced and pressed them to decision.

In the beginning he was fatuous, as were Washingbon and others, in deplering
the very appearance of parties, or factions as they were significantly ealled.
He soon discovered that party ‘stn'ife was bound to be, and he accepted the gage of
batt‘.le. In-gubsequen‘biézfgi%an habit we have alleowed paxfty to dim principle. At
least our expec‘t?ation i_g*{that{ only in par'by\;combat-ﬁhaljtl“ we define prineiple. The
case with Hgm_il‘boh ijs diffezfen'b.’. V-Arous.ed to ;?grpdse, par“byi-éfhig omn or_a_nother fgam
pla.jreci & minor role in his c;alcﬁlaﬁion. ‘He addressed himself to influential in-
dividuals, generally but not always of his persuasion, and when his plan was in
train he appealed to public opinion., I know the canniness, or perhaps cynicism,
which regards all statesmen as politicians, and refuses to divest them of party
motive. Only one who depiects Washington is-allowed to impute purer prompting.
An accurate view of Hamilton, when at his best, must give him similar accolade.
It is true that, ﬁaturally_ enough, he became increasingly party-censcious, and
attempted to be, indsed, the manipulator of & cadre within the ranks of the
Federalists.

In the controversy over Jay's treaty he was pleading in the é;mal interest.
In cur ini‘aqt state our continued prosperity demanded peace. In our defenseless

condition war would impose wnsupportable burdens, desolation of the frontiers,
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and perhaps internal revolution. "We ought to be wise enough to see that this

is not a time for trying our strength." We must buy time, ten or a dozen years,
until our "embrio of a great empire® could mature and ®take a higher and more
imposing tone." He declared accufately that "opposers of the treaty...kRave put
invention on the rack, to accumilate charges against it...without regard even to
plausibility.® The "good sense of the people must be relied upon" to “disappoint
those who are...making experiments upon their credulity,...treating them as
children,...t0 lead them blindfold. "

Hamilton was respecting democracy, not exploiting it. He rested in the hope
tthat it will be sufficient for the people's conviction to give solid answers %o
all such objections as have the semblance of reason..." As lLodge has observed,
Hamilton had no art for ward politics, and insofarwas i1l fitted to build a
political machine. By choosing the state and oftener the national forum, and
depending on argument to determine prineipal issues, he made the Federalists, not
by design, too much a one-man party. This later led to party dissension and de-
cline. Aside from this defect, danger lurked in the bony structure, as it were,
of the Federalists. The party was inspired by the relatively few of possessions
and prudent patriotism, Hamilton called them "that description of men which are
in every society the only firm supporters of government." These, eager for her-
mony, might lapse into coercion to insure safely. Centralized authority and in-
gistence on order may readily, in time of crisis, degenerate into attempted die-
tatorship. of course this is the derogation of democracy.
On the other hand, the party of contrary stamp, resfing on broad popular

appeal, may debase democracy if its leaders adroitly seize "a favorable moment

to furorize the public opinien.” Which holds more risks for a free society is a
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question. Fortunately in America we have escaped the ultimate machinations of
either the self-righteous few or the deluded many. On the whole we have had
more taste of the perils of the latter. To this extent we may confide in Hamil-
ton's mortal hatred of the demagogue. The authoritarian has at least the virtue
of acknowledging respongibility. The inflamer of popular passiéﬁs dodges, in
the name of democracy, the reproach which belongs to him, Hamilton as a party
leader, profoundly wishing the benefit of the people, and not stooping to flatitery,
was constantly sensitive to fraudulent deelaimers,

President and Senate ratified the treaty with the exception of one completely
ineligible article. But Republican leaders wanted the House of Representatives
to be :'mc_luded with President and Senate in the treaty-making power where the
House was called upon for funds to carry the engagement into effect. For this
purpose, after stormy debate the House passed resolutions requesting Washington
to: submit Jay'!s i:nstructions and additional documents relating to the negotiatiors.
Hamilton gave the President full support in the decision that this application
must be refused. Hamilton more than others had all along defended the executive
function. He had acted on the assumption that a treaty, approved by the Presi-
dent with the advice and consent of the Benate, became the law of the land, and
the House was bound to carry out its provisions. In the end the House made the
required appropriations, but declared its possession of discretionary authority
to give or withhold funds contemplated in a treaty. Ieft in this equivocal
state, the constitutional contest recurred on later occasions.

one asks what would be Hamilton's position on the proposed (Bricker) consti-
tutional amendment imcluding Congress with President and Senate in the power to

make treaties and agreements with forei_gn nations or international organizations,
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Any answer—-of course speculative at best--must take account of changes in our
world relations and in ocur deomestic polity. Cur agmements are no more with this
or that nation, but with bloes of allies or potential allies, Our engagements

are not to do this and abstain from that, but result in programs of action develop-

ing over indefinite periods. These programs have consequences for our internal | «r
economy, fo@w worse. Formal ireaties, punctuated in time, are super- H
seded by executive commitments, less specific but more momentous in their opera-

tion. In the process Congress, as the popular branch of our legislature, has

been dramm inte closer .cooperation with Senate end President in the design and
adninistration of fore_ign policy. Our prospect, vis-a-vis a greal part of the

world supposed to be hostile, has become the concern, almost the obsession of

the ordinary citizen in a fashion never so true before, Our external obligations
force us inte an extension of national authority at home, In this situation local
American i;tezfeéﬁg , states! :z_-ighiﬁaf, cannot enjoy a negative on patie;‘nal,‘ or inter-
national, policy. i They cannot be efi'ectpally protected by tl;e courts. They may

be consulted only, but how, unless Congress has a voice, with President and the

upper house, in formulating and concluding foreign wndertakings.

T hazard the guess that Hamilton would favor Senator Brickerts 'pr?pogjl, or
something to similar purpose. This would be in spite of his emphasis I?En e:nécu-
tive authority, His overweening desire was for natiomal unity,. strength, and res-
ponsibility. He always showed a solicitude for the House of Representatives,
standing for the republican principle. His care for the Senate was technical and
subordinate, Perhaps he would recognize that the federal courts, whose role he .
stressed, cannot serve, in the present context, by defending the Gans_titutién as
o written doctment. Perhaps judicial review would prove too inert by nature,

Hamilton was supremely sensible of the dynamic character of our country, expressing
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itself by virtue of implied powers. Under present exigencies, representative
=ghmﬂermnent may be better preserved by ceopgzjatim than by separation of powers
within our cmstitutional system. ‘ Iﬂzether this needs to be stated in an amendment,
or should rather be accepted as a rule of practice is a connected but distinet
question., The procedure 'proposedé;that ig, ineorporation of Congress in the
making as well as the execubtion of 'fereign policy=-commends itself because our
foreign contracts now _typically commit ug to overseas subsidies, prodigious and
continuing. Appropriations did not bulk anywhere near so large in our inter-
national engagements before World War IXI. A high proportion of what we grsntzﬁ’-:
too high—is for militery aid. This brings these agreements further into the baili-
wick of ﬁ’?; House. Drawing undeveloped countries to our side, equipping them with

armements, and establishing bases on their soil certainly 1ooks,'bo the eVent of

war. The E:l.senhmr plam for swift use ef Unitad States tmo Nin the lﬂ.ddle East,

if need arises P prasidentlal ei'der, is a further trenching on ths funct:.on of

Congress. Maybe it emfirms _th_e notien that Hamilton would appr rrank ineclu-
sion of the House of Representatives in the shaping of foreign agreements which
so. impinge on war.

Hawilton's promotion and defense of the Jay treaty, finished in 1795, was
high tide of his publie performance and influence. After that his wisdom and
success declined. He was without official responsibility, except for the brief
period, 1798—#‘1800 when, as Inspector-General, he was 'organiz:ing the provisienal
army to meet expected attack by France. He was best in helping to drive the car
of state. Then he was strong, courageous, but priadent. As an outrider he qepar‘bed
from the true road. It is instructive, but sad to follow the events of the last

mire years of his life. They embrace a long denouvement in which his magnificent
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powers were often misapplied. His old vigor mmainéd—li—if anything was laid under
more demands than ew%—but he directed it into wrong tracks. The degree of
restiraint that he had exercised earlier forsook him. On ths inside, looking out
he had preserved a sense of fitness, but now, on the outside and looking in he
became arbitrary. He was superb in ereation, but intolerant as a ecritic. This
observation applies to his conduct on seversl occasions that we shall mention.
Circumstantial excuses may be found, He was driving himself beyond limits, tending
his busy law practice while as deeply immersed in public affairs as s private -
citizen could be. His health suffered. Near the end of the period he had the
double tragedy of the death of his eldest son, Philip, in a duel, and the lapse
of his eldest daughter, Angelica, in'l‘;{ara mental disorder from which she never re-
covered. But the trouble lay deeper, in the failure of his omn mind end judgment

to adap'b t : czhanges t.akmg place in 'l'he cmmtry.
In 1”797 Jamas Monrce had been recalled from his post of minister to France,
and the Federalists were heaping retribution on his head for having embraced
Jacobins and sheltered Tom Peine. "Monroe smarted under these attacks. dJames T.
Callender, a Republican pamphleter, took up cudgels for Monrce by raking up an
old but hitherto wpublished slander against Hamilton. He exhibited documents
purporting to show that Hamilton had been guiliy of collusive speculation while
at the head of the Treasury. He suggested that to escape these proofs Hamilton
concocted an wnlikely and shameful story of an illicit love-affair. This revival
of accusation went back almost five years to December; 1792. A% that time Senator
ionroe and Congressmen Vensble and Frederick Muhlenburg had confronted Hamilton
with evidence which they suspected impugned his behavior in office. He invited

them to a conference at his héme, when he would convince them that their insinu-

ations were groundless. He took the precaution of having Walcott, his trusted
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friend and associate, present as witness. Hamilton laid out further correspondence
and receipts which showed that his dealings with James Reynolds and Jacob Clingman,
a gouple of miscreants who had been the false informers, grew out of a liaison with
Mrs. Reynolds, which had been recently terminated. The three inquisitors thereat
professed themselves satisfied of the Secretary's innocence of official mzlfeasance,
and withdrew under the obligation to bury the incident in oblivion.

When the aspersion was resuscitated, in the most twisted form, by Callender,
Hamilton taxed the trio of political fpes to disavow the dishonorable disclosure.
Venable and Muhlenburg eleared themselves, but Monroe admitted that he had listened
to fresh accusations, and Hamilton fixed on him the disclosure to Callender. (The
fact is unquestionable that the papers were conveyed to Callender by Jobkn Béckley s
a minor Virginia pelitician, and probably without Monroe's knowledge). Monroe had
no stqn}ach for a duel with Ramilton. But that would have sclved nothing anyhow.
How should Hamlton méet Gailmder's pretended exposures? He could n-own them
down in silent disdain, which his friends thought proper. But he was so sensitive
of his official honor that he resolved to vindicate it by declaring his private mis-
eonduct with Maria Reynolds. This he did in a leng pauphlet which omitted no par-
ticular of a sordid affair complete with blackmail by the husband, Rarely has
honest confessiocn paid off more handsomely, His family wag loyal, and hise pol._’gtical
enemies who ma_t-_i_aered sunk his lesser error in his greater merit. Still, it had
been a meséy business, snd recurrent mean reproaches could be more easily dispised
than dismissed.

G ch ﬁ‘reneh seizures of our ships were matched by affront to the nation when a bribe
J was demanded of our special envoys seeking mccommodation. President Adams was re-
sentful enough to want to prepare us for our defense on land and at sea. Hamilton

dropped his law practice to take on the task of organizing owr resistance. He

This material from the Manuscripts and Archives Division may be protected by copyright law (Title 17 U.S. Code.) This is for personal
use only. No part may be sold, loaned, copied, or published without the written permission of the New York Public Library.



A

£

j(:as too eager to be inspector-general and first in command wnder Washington.

To force this preference he lmrl;:'l:he pride of General Knox, who had the better
claim from old rank and service; :and he izicur'red the further distaste of Adams.
Hamiltcn's motives were as much doméété.cj. as in the field of foreign relations.

He wanted to press the advaniage against the Republicans, apologists of France,
who were ambarrassed :.n ﬁi-oportim to America's indignation. TIn the beginning he
drew back at the Alien and Sediti’on'acts, counselling "let us not erect & tyranny.t
But as events matured he too far assented in their ope"rati;m.l The answer of be-
leaguered pol:.t:.eal epponents ’ Jafferscm and hhdison ’ .m the. Kentucky and Vip=
ginia resolutlans opened to Hamiltm = ii‘ anyt.hing more wera needed, the full length

of states! rights to which they would go.

: -"‘;zﬂ

Hamilton's i‘ur.ums pu-epara'blon against France embraced paripheral pro,jec:t.s of
ex@edltims against Spanim Louiszana and Florida and, with possible British help,

mvolutz.ena:y llberat.ion of Latin Amemca.' But all were paper plans, contmgent on

n did not want war, foreign or civil. However, he did not

let one hand kmow what the other did. The crisis was as much in his own fears and
hatreds as in the relations of the two countries. Thus it came that when Adams
made a sudden sboutface and composed matters with the Directory, Hamilton was set
back on his heels. The defense he had marshalled must be disbanded, for there was
no foe. Still, he knew and declared this was a good result_.' _He had helped pro-
duce peace.

In the spring of 1800 the Federalists were in a panic. Tt was certain that
the New York legislature, newly elected, would be cmtrolled by the Antis. This
legislature would choose Republican electors, which would give the Presideney to

Jefferson., Tn his alarm Hamilton made a discreditable proposal to Governor Jay.
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It was that the old législature, still in office, be called in special session to
change tl:}e law so that electors would be chosen by the people in districts. This
would yield Federalist electors and prevent the victory of Jeffersen. Dwelling

on the subversive designs of the Antis, Hamilton persuaded himself .__?'E"“t the Fedsra%—

ists could not be sgueamish. The ends-é-"the great canse of social ordertm-""
_ _ 5

i

justified the means, This was self-deception. What he urged was fraudulent, de-
grading, even venal. He would defeat the purpose of t.he_ whole people by an illicit
trick in one state. This impugned his honor and his national prineiple,

Governor Jay sumarily rejected ths unworthy device. Hami;!_.tgn ‘l?ad touched
low point in political moraiity. His dodgg is emphasizgd because it was uncharac-
teristic of him,

Several years before, Hamilton had rejected just such an illegitimate expedient.

This was in 1792 when Ja,y, as '!:.be Federalists belleved, had been counted out of

his elect;.on 'bo the Naw Iork govemorship by Cl:mton!s board of eanvasseré. "To
rejudge the decisian of the canvassers by & convention," he wrote King, "has to
me too much the appearance of reversing the sentence of a court by a legislative
decree.” ...I do not feel it right...to attempt to reverse the decision by any
means not known to the Constitution or laws." Morsover, he reflected, such 2
precedent, at a future day, might be used by their enemies.

Hamilton's effort in 1800 to defeat the election of Jefferson betrayed his
loss of balance, his wild resort to any means tc serve his aim. This was his con~
fession of wnfitness for further party leadership. Aside from the swelling strength
of the Republicans, he was finished. Fortunately, as we shall see, he righted hzm-‘
self before it was too late for his reputation. He recovered from his frenzy in """
time to vindicate his patriotism.

However, before he éollected himself he made a capital misplay. "In a very

belligerent humor," as he confided to Wolcott, he published, in the midst of the
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presidential campaign of 1800, a full-scale attack on Jolm Adams, the titular head
of the Federalist party. Since the days of the Revolution he had had suspicions

of Adamst wisdom., When Washington retired, Hamilton had supported Adams equally
with Thomas Pinckney for the presidency. Some electors did not share Hamilton's
secret hope that Pinckney would win, threw away votes, and Jefferson became vice-
president. Four years later Hamilton had moved on to disgust with Adamst! capricious
egotism., "I will never more be responsible for him," Hamilton declared, "by wmy
direct support, even though the consequence should be the election of Jefferson.®
The reasons are not, far to seek., Ironically, Hamilton had comes to share some of
the vacillation of which he sccused Adams. Despite disclaimer, he was personally
piq_ued with Adams, who behind Hamilton's back had called him prOwBriﬁsh. Adams,

in a flash of revelation, had dismissed'eabinet ministers-:-l"ickeriné and McHenry-é;-;{ s

b

who had steadily baen Hamil‘bon's allies or instnmen'bs :m executive pol:.cy‘ The

e LR ST e - S

collapse of 'l'.he prov:f.s:r.onal army had I;f‘b Hamil‘ben tempoi:'arlly in a va:Ld.

Hamiltonts main effort in the assault on Adams was %o prefer Charles Cotes-
worth Pinc_:}mey for the presidency. This required argument with the middling
Federalists, who were loyal to Adams. But Hamilton washed the party's dirty linen
in public. He was as d@wa he was wrong-headed. He “knew a.nd said before-
hand that his pamphlet would be common property in the national contest. It was a
damaging piece of business. Every paragraph was a pull on the rope that rang the
knell of the Federalists.

Hamilton was prepared for defeat. But he made it defeat with honor. When
Jefferson and Burr were tied at the top of the poll, Hamilton discountenanced
Pederalist bargaining with Burr.

Years earlier, he had held the same principles. He wrote Washington in 1792

that Federalist factionalists ought not to seek to buy power by embracing

7,30
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Republican enemies, This could unly serve individual ambition. He profoundly
disagreed with Jefferson's principles, but he believed that Burr had no principle
but personal ambition, which he would gratify to the country's ruin. In letters
to leading Federalists, and surely in exhortation otherwise, he exerted himself
mightily to waxn his party away from Burr} though at the expense of elevating
Jefferson to the presidency. He could not have been more explicit or morally
earnest. He took high ground o£ pleading for "lasting prosperity and glory to the
comtry,* "to unite liberty with strength." For the Federalists to suppert Burr

would be s fatal mistake," since "he has but one principle-:;;to get power by any

means and to keep it by all means." Burr would court "war and disorder, ore..2
sale to a foreign power, or...great speculation." Admonishing Gouverneur Morris,
Hamilton left no doubt of the price he was prepared to pay. to block Burr: WIf
'bh_ere be a man in the world I cught %o hate, it is _Jefjfersqn. With Burr I have
always Eeer_a personally well, But the pubiic good imst. be paramownt to every per-
sonal consideration.® And again to James A. Bayard: "To contribute to the dig-
appointment and mortification of Mr. J., would be, on my part, only to retaliate
for wnequiveoecal proofs of enmity; but in a case like this, it would be base to
listen to personal considerationa." John Rutledge could not "render a greater
service to his country than by exerting...influence to counteract the...impure
idea of raising Mr, Burr %o the chisf magistracy.? To James Ross: "Let the Fed-
eraliste vote for Jeffersoen," improving the opportunity to obtain assurances from
him that public eredit, support of the navy, and bona fide neutrality would be
preserved, dJefferson had superior character and abili'by. In helping to elevate
Jefferson to first place, Hamilton rediscovered his own nobility.

Tt was not the last time, In 1804 Burr, disgruntled, sought the governorship

of New York with Federelist assistance. Hamilton blocked him with the freest
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aspersions on his publie and private character. Morgan Lewis, the Republican can-
didate, was elected.

This was the signal for Hamilton's exit. His remarkable part in the founding
of the nation was played out. He could not have rescusd the Federalist party.
The previous decade had shown as much. Maybe, in the strange way it has, fortune i
sped Burrts bullet in the dusl. Hamilion died in a last service to the Union.

That had always been his passion,
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to the service of the publfic. These gualities informed every episode of his
career. In assessing the record of his life one is safe in a presupposition in
his faver because of his power of thought and his moral integf.ity. His distine-
tion is compounded of these merits-~insight, honorable intent, and unselfish devo-
tion. Failings, even follies he had, and these detracted from his virtues, though
not so mach from his aceomplishments., His mistakes of judgmen’_& argue the ovelr-';
taxing of his remarkable capacities. His eager mind and nervous energy made wn-

reasonable demands on his physical strength, which, even so, bore the burden

better than he ha.d a ra.ght to expect.

... —_ =

His ability to focus, to keep values in proportion, declined in the last
years. He had burned the car_xdl__e at both ends, He did not practice his former
self—-dis?ipline. - Troniecally, the _age_qf his wisdom was earlier rather then later.
‘Elements of extravagance entered. His animosities became untempered, embittered.
But this falling off was not complete nor econtinuous. He could z;atch himself and
rise to his old heights. His final choice to see his Federalists yield to Jeffer-
son rather than compound._wifh Aarcn Burr was a glory. Triumph wrapped his tragedy.

His was a life of superlatives, with little of the commenplace. One does
not forget the aphorism that genius is the ca.pacit_-y fc_:;v taking pains. Hamilton
was indefatigible. None of his work was careless, or pro ggr_mg.. A1l had substance,
coherence, and finish, Another of excellent parts, with his industry, could have
Produced the technical features of his Treasury reports. His virtue was over and
sbove this proficiency. It sprang from imagination and rare dedication that made
the difference between the good and the splendid. He perceived the potentialities

of America. He saw the promise of the future and imported it into his proposals.
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This enabled hin to tarn debt into credit, mimis into plus.

Tt is artificial to separate Hamilton's economic expedients from his pelitical
resourcefulness. The two were blended in his pwrpose and method. This was in-
evitable while the cowntry wasg in ite infancy. His claims as an economisth, which
are high, have been blurred by his constant recourse to political mems, This is
not ito be regretted. His concem was nothing less than the making of & nation.

Few of the founding fathers have become obsolete, ﬁey,are not patriotic
monuments; they live in influence in our America. The penchant of some was for the
dignity of man., Others were absorbed in framing institutions for the prosperity
of society. With conflicts between them along the way, their effor‘bg: meshed.,
Hamilton is among the most modern of. that prophetic company. Our g;};;:%, security,
and productivity bear out his forecast. We could speak of particulars in national
developﬁe;g,‘ﬁélﬂitieal and economic, which are fruits of his h-op_e:s- a—nd ‘work, Among
the first lines he ever wrote is the outburst, "my ambition is prevalent.” That

was in a distant island, In the continent which received him it is still so.
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Letters

M caasy

i

This material from the Manuscripts and Archives Division may be protected by copyright law (Title 17 U.S. Code.) This is for personal
use only. No part may be sold, loaned, copied, or published without the written permission of the New York Public Library.



e / FELA

(Thla heads the section of letters) ,va/ et

ﬁié&f ’,_.Thc following letters heve been c;%;en to reveal Hamilton the man rather tﬁén the

h')ﬂzﬂ 6 tatesman. They do something to correct the temptation, more noticeable as we retreat
from his lifetime, to know him as a public figure, not as a person. In Hemilton's case
this tendency to neglect, or erass, hies human qualities is especially strong. Throuchout
his relatively short carser he gave himself unstintingly to official assignments and,
beyond the call of duty, to obligations of a citizen. Little leisure remained for in-
dulgence in avocations, for cultivating literature end the arts, and none for pleasurs-
able trave]l or the introspections of a diary. Such bypaths, had he trod them, would have

ﬂ@%@ﬁtﬁbﬁ( ©uA
=r a fuller record of his private thoughis and emotions.

Even so:N;e may recapture him a8 precocious youngster in the Westi Indies, as zealous
and proud military aide to Washington, as friend, lover, husband, end father. We see him
in the end revolving the claime of his family and his conscience against his commitment
as politiecal lsader. From the whole comes the surprise that he was more than a thinking
mechine and a driving Torce. This wan of decision and will sus elso eeolicitouc Tor
others, gifted with charm as woll as sslf-confidence, had his moments of humiliﬁy;ﬁgd

i frankﬁapology. &

Several of the letters are here printed for the first time. All, excepti in = few

cases whers the originals are not available, reproduce Hamilton's spelling, punctuatlon,

‘ohewy. With only n%a#uﬂn editing whers modern usage appears to aid the reader.

‘/t

.‘Qﬂ;\ s %
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TO EDWARD STEVENS ~—immm ) Sppline | 1pf 0da [

et

Thﬁ earlleS¢l¢tter of alexandcer Famlltonf which nas been preserved, is
that to Edward Stevens, about hﬂs %f% age, Who had bemn sent from the

Bt &.« -

3%, Croix prewakdy to Ph&iaéeiﬂhﬁa for schoollng, Alexander

had received kindnesses from Edwaré% father, who was on his way to visit
nis son. The letter (the original has becn identified by the editors of
théj%apors of Alsxandsr Hamilton), was written when alexander vas two
months short of fifteen years old, if wé‘éccept Nd%iéil, 1755 (not 1757)
as the date of his bith. BEven so, it proelaims his ambltion which,
Uashlngton testifi=d, was Mof that laudable kind, yhich prompts a man to
excei 1n whatever he takes in handg." Alexandsr and Bdward remained

& i iy ‘;(_fs‘
;Wfrlends for iife; Dr. Stevens cured Hamilton of yellow fever in the

}igPhllad@lphla eplﬂegﬁc of 1793

T

U Dear udward ¥ 3%. Croix Novemﬁ'll 1769

| !, Gt it =
i
i

i E T :

XJ“' rwhlch was deliwered e yaste day, the thuth of Cap Lightbowen & Lowndes
‘ verifyil

information is now vee&ﬁgaéAby the presence of your Father and Sister

-Thls just serves to acknowledge rgcelpt of yours per Cap Lowndes

for whose safifarrival I Pray, and that they may coavey that gsatisfaction-
to your soulz thet must naturally flow from the zight of ahsent Fq@ﬂnds
in health, and shall for news this way refer you to them, as to what you
say rcspﬂctlnﬂ yourf having soon the happiness of seeing us all, I wish,
for an accompILShﬁﬁnt of your hopes grovid d:ugny are Concomitant with
your welfare, otherwvise not, tho doubt whether I shell bg P;esant or not,
for to confess ny W@aﬁgﬁess, Néd;fmy“Ambition is prevaleht.. That I con-
temn the grov?ling.cdndition of a Clérk or the 1ike, to.which my Fortune
é“@ condemsn me and would willingly risk my life though not my ghafacter

to exalt my station, I'm confident, Ned that my Youth excludes rie from

any hopes of immeilate Perzcrment nor do I d931re 1t but 1 mean o

This materialfromeire: Mamuscripts/andArchives Divisioh may 68 Mec?galgy%ﬁ%ﬁﬁa\y ﬁ‘ﬂleslel% @r@odgﬁrhl? 2 fof persor%l
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said to Build Castles in the Air, my Folly makes me ashamcd and beg
you 11 conceal it, yet Neddy we have seen such schemes successiul when

the Projector is Constant., I shall Conclude saying 1 wish thefé7ﬁas

a war.
4 )E an
j ff an
%E)EdWard
s i ;, i
" yours¢- CLadl K Py
Alex Hamilton L

ket
PSt}I this moment recsived yours by William Smith and am pleasd to

see you Give such Close Application to Studysg:

This material from the Manuscripts and Archives Division may be protected by copyright law (Title 17 U.S. Code.) This is for personal
use only. No part may be sold, loaned, copied, or published without the written permission of the New York Public Library.



v 406

F g
\J LA

B2k Y G4 ,:;LLJC;jfaligg_j} ' -
i L . > Q«Ev:;;
('/f 7 g . K q
| { e The folleowing six letters, written by Hamilton, when sbout seventeen, from

"I Wicholas Cruger's store in St. Croix; are now published for the first time.
Cruger had gone to New York for his health, leaving Alexander in charge of
his considerable affairs. The maturity and competence with shich the youth
discharged his responsibility provoke admiration. Cruger, appreciative of 4
the efforts of his proxy, &oubtless contributed to send him to the Contirent _;;
for an education. =y 2 i

e tani SR IR TP G
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Ay
Mr. Nicholas Cruger St Croix Novem. 12 177[l]
D2 sir
per Lowndes
I send you herewith Copies of my Letter!'s per Codwise

L'nninphan, since which nothing has occurd worth writing. L

Markets are just the same excepting in the price of Butterikﬂ
whxch is now reducd to 15 & 16 per a firklni%“Your Philadelphia
flour is realy very baq; being of a most swarthy complexionﬁfff
& withal very untractable; the Bakers complain that they

cannot by any means get 1t to risgf ﬁherefore & In consideration
of the gquantity of flour at Market and the little

demand for it I have some thought not to refuse 8 1/2 from

any good person that will give itf;g~taking 10 orléﬁ\?gyr?légg}ﬁ
Upon opening several barrels_I have observ'd a kind of Worm

~Which is an indication

very common in flour about the surface

of Age t could not have been very new when twas ship f
7 8

for all these reasons I conceive it highly necessary to lessen
the pfice or probably I mgy be oblig'd in the end to sell it at

a much greater disadvantag%%fgt 8 1/2 you will gain better than

e

-10 rys per bbl .which 1s not so badKfork flour-ofil.j is gladly

sold by sesvery body at 8p at retail & a gregmﬁpart of
your Philadelphia weighs but little more so that 8 1/2 by the

quantity is more than a proportionable price for the difference

of welght-;;g -
md A LU,]
There is still on hand about 290 barralﬁm%éll Lightborns
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is sold at 9 & near all your Fathers p[er{ Draper at 8M§3£;
& .
As to bread I have sold very littlgAfI dont know

The matter between ﬂgwﬂeyliger & MY Mahan is still

unsettleé%fM Bartram French who was tomhave been arbitrator

for the formér is at portoriccqﬁzzhd he pret;nds he can

get no one else to supply his placéﬁﬁ? French is minutely

expected & it is to be hopd that when he arrives there

will be a settlemengggé} -

No éppearance of the Thunderbolt nor no News from

i
Curraco%?fl am with unfeigned Regard?gDear Sir

Your very Hum Serv
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MesiﬁJacob Walton & J. HjCruger St Croix NovemR 27, Ak -

5

I have now the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of ycur

Gentleman

favour dated Cctober the lqth by Sloop Thunderbolt which

arrived here on Wednesday Aft@rnoon the léth Instant—and on

i

the &daturday morning following-1 cleard her ont and

zave the Captain his dispapches for Curracoa, but he could ;

not sail till the morning afteé%rShe landed here only EBJths Indian Meal
éu6éxstaves-L

b alipe 4 hat 20 | bbls Apples

L, e

ﬁf}HV‘“ pan ] 300 Boards Inch & half

&M-21 hegs Bread*—ﬁlv
4

&: 6L6 Ropes onions

All the rest of her Gargo {I think) must turn out

u.4
f—--“'“\

better at Curracoa than hsreﬁﬁr at any rate-not worsziig

Could I have landed the super fine Flouq conveniently and

without detentionlg'should have done itg;ut the Captain told

mﬁéit was stow'd so promiscuously that to get at it, wounld

require some timéi%hereforé I have sent it down to take its

chance with the rest of’ the Cargo, thers b?inw not a moment
¥

of time to spare%ﬁt% Crops are so forwarég%#ﬁ%4$As to the 2

fThds Indian Meal;,the kegs of Water Bread, the few Staves and{

)
I may addﬂfhe Boards, that were sent down rather improperlyf‘g
they could not be got atfor I should have landed theg#ﬁﬂﬁv’ Lo

The price of common N Y flour here is 7 1/2 & 8ps. & I

= o danl
fancy it cant well be less at Curracoag+fThere has been large
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. guantitys of Rye Mealdibrought here lately from Copenhagenes
"

o
&

,%}ji ! barrels weighing 2boﬂfhave been sold at 3 1/2 & uosxﬁ
| 4 -.,—f
} u T;is true the auality is somewhat inferior to that of New york,
! but the difference of Weight 1s adequate to theﬁ/lnferlority of

New
Qualitynuso that«vork Rye Meal would not fetch above ups d%%arrel-u

at mostjﬁ-& must at 1east be worth as much belogay%ﬂbﬂ4ﬁhﬂﬁ/
This 1s nearly the case. with every other}grtlcle}}sent
down—which youll observe per Inclosd price Currenﬁﬁﬁéighave
desird ﬂ§ Teleman Cruger to return the Stsves by the Sloop if
theywill%?ée no incumbrance to herf#g;d to give the 2Hhds
containing the Indian Mesl to Capt Newton for Water Caskéﬁ?l
supplied him with 20 heref?g;t he thought he should cuauAW"
a feﬁ&ﬁor€%é7%4%kﬁ am selling the Indian Neal at 23 ps ,meﬂ
| Hh@ﬁ%ﬁg expectji]ﬁ ver thousand for the Staves§Z?all for
[ , Crop payzgyge Apples wWere in every respect very indlfferentff )
‘ Jr;he greatest part of them I sold at 20 rys & the rest aﬁ/ 12fz";
‘tfour Rys @r niece is the nrice of the Boardsf¢%ndrggr 2 of
of the kegs of Water Bread,. As to the Onions I was zlad
to get rid of them altogether for gOpsfg?Z??
A large Sloop with 70 Mules from the Main arrivd two days
. )agé%i}ge terms of Salej%-FJedxs down-=Which gives me high hopeﬁj
/ QX/EPat he will be oblig'd to go furthertﬁfCasb of all kinds being

0k very scarce her%ﬁ&pven Danish bits are not to be had much less EEE:EL‘“"”

The Captain talks largely of Dangers & difficultys upon

the Coastjﬁbut no doubt exaggerates a good dealk&%_tuﬁﬁ? 7 ’;Z;””LQQEZWL“ZQ
Excepting this one circumstance {a little unfavourable)

evergfging has a very promising aspect with regard tc the price

z it
of Mules this Seasoqﬁ?@I hope will continue sg%f{fﬁgit I
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imazine we are rather too late for Cargoéf}fthis I shall

be better able to judge of by and by—/69

f il
Concerning your Tea;?you may depend I shall be strictly
|

observant of your directions-fy 4
KL

And conelusively I beg leave to assure you Gentlemené}w
that I zave the Sloop Thunderbolt sll the disoatch— - could
from here, fthe Articles landed from on Board of her tho triffling
were very tedlous. and always take up more time,/ than other
things-iﬁyb@éﬂﬁg} /

g e v
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MY Nicho. Cruger St Croix Jan 10th 1/7;73 T

via Merryland & Philadelphia

A Dear Sir
+U Your agreeable Letters of the 12 and 20%R Ultimo were yesterday
,:

handed mégk%fLynsen and Capt Gibb, who arrivd within a few hours
of each otheggfgothing cou'd be more pleasing to me than to hear of
the reestablishment of your Health, and I sincerely wish you a per-
manent posgssession of that invaluable blessingiiédéé )

The 101 barrils superfine Flour from Philladilphia are just
landed, about “2# of which I have already sold at 11 1/2 pS per
bbl but as tls probsble there will be much less Imnorted than Iﬁlf l
exnectedﬁ}rI intend to insist on 12 for the restssCant Napper is

t [dealised ) Vea
arrivd and dldAevery thlnp agreeable to his Bill Ladingﬁ}he
rf;

landed all at the westen%f[ he Beer I beg'd %P Herbert to sell

therq%the plate Stockings &c. are deposited in Miss NanCfoblNullys

G A

handsﬁrand the cheeses in Number li were disposed of thus two ML

Beekman . end self kept and the other two I sent on to ﬂfs De Nully”,

) ealled noon;ﬁfwgeyns to Day with the Bill on Capt Suntis but he
was at=the wastend so that I can say nothing of that matter .)
(MT Heyns I am told is Capt Hunters Attorney)
Capt Gibbs is landing as fast as possible and you may depend
T will give’ ‘him all the dispateh in my oower but I Wlll not under-
take to determine preeisely when he will Sall as he tells me his
Cargo 1s stowtd very lneonveniently and the. st croix part of it
rather undermosti%f 80 he will be detaind longer thanﬁfbou'd
otherwise be ﬁxpecte%,)His Cargo will turn out nritty@}wellﬁ/C@

Iumber 1s high k 18 y{‘ﬂ-—and most of the other Articles in Demand
o
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enoug%}?but as 1 am a good deal hurrie%éjg;st new I beg youll
accept this instead of a more minute detall of these matters which

I shall send by the Next conveyanc?al have not time to write your

Father )
I shall do as you desire concerning the Brig Nancys,AccountsijD
Capt Wells Cargo consisted of Lumber Svermac. Candles [
ey, WL

Codfish and Ale W1vosAall the Hoops he bronghtf'old 1med1ately
to Mr Bignall at TOps per M. and the Spermaceta Candles to differnt

persons at 6 rys per lliﬁﬂe are selling the Codfish at g&fé 1/2

H

per Ot and the Ale Wives at 5 and 6 p8 per barril%ﬁhe will return

in about 10 Days with Sugar and a few Bales of Cotton(j)
ort Rieht

1 have not seenﬂﬁr  - yet to know the particulars of

your contract about the Lumber but I make no doubt 1t will turn
out to your wis?} I shall provide for 1t .
~when an Opportunity offers I shall do as you desire about the
Fustick-uBelieve me Sir I dun as hard as is broner A/The tea 1s
not yet arrivedlbut I11 keep it when it dose in Store as you Direct(Z)ﬁ
I minutely expect,Capb\Newton from the Main and I/¢£#think we
need not fear geting a good price for his Mules when he arrivg&éﬁ
Itwpote you fully the 27th Novem” Via 8P Thomas concerning him
and shou'd now send Copies but for my hurry as before mention'%%y
%Et is strange I have never receiv'd a line from Curracosa.

I return you many th@pks for the Apples you were so kind as

Wiy ﬁé& ‘to send me and shall carsfully deliver the little-=complimentary

Ky
ﬁg 4+ articles when landed ‘to the raspective persons, ﬂ%,ﬁmwm
jj’}‘ ,.Af”’(jﬁﬂn
} ﬁJ f This is all I have time to say how and if I haveé/ neglected

yﬂgﬁﬁf any thinﬂ material I beg youll excuse it being with the closest

attention to your Intnrest and most Sincere regard

g}, Dear Sir
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@’{—*‘U"{‘f}‘iﬁ ji Your most Obdt Sﬁr‘vt
Alexander Hamilton w-f/

I shall provide the Rum and

Sugar for Capt Gibb/,’
the price of Rum now is 2/9*’:72 e

e i
i T .
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115
Capt William Newton 8% Croix Febru 1. 1771 &7 £C0 A
Proceed immediately with the Sloop Thunderbolf ¢
to Curracoa-i& deliver the articles you have on Board
agreeable to‘Billﬁ%Ladié%%%gillowMr Telleman Crugers
directions iq(evéfy Resﬁectf;henceforward}?&.I trust I may
rely on_yougféo perform your part with o1l possible diligence

v

- v
& dispatc-.-f-_Reflect continually on the unfortunate yoyage you

;
@

have just médqéfand endeavouﬁdrto makzagp for the considerable
loas therefrom accruing to your Owner'ﬁ-’-llay in at least a
Months supply for your MuleggiLet.me beg that ifWﬁ?w%?Cruger
does not furnish the Vessell with L Guns?%ycull do it yourself
before you go to the 1‘~’Iain-;:;-i,1 mean hire them before you go &
leave themuw?en you returg}pay;ng the Hirej?’which you shall be
repaid heré%LThisq;s all I think needful to sayf-so I wish you a
good passage & aﬁ”

g_.ﬁ& Your Obdt Serv

1 for N Cruger

A Hemilton /
RV Vi SRS /
.ﬁwﬂ’””“W”M“mT““\
T\t
§ }f‘/{
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%3// Teleman Cruger Esqi'iwwim-—----- ------------ st croix Februl/l.l?'ilﬁaj
| sir |

Two days ago Capt Newton delliverd me your favour without datg#}r’
% lj1 Mules in such order that I have been oblig'd to send all of
4:c_pem to pasture;rand of which I expect at least a third will diégziﬁ?
l%hﬂ highest offer made me for 20 of the best was 70 ps;;whereas if
%he? ﬁad‘been in good order I could readily have obtaind ﬁiho round--
whichviiallﬁalong entertaind the most sansuine hopes oﬁéiéZus you
see how unfortunate the ‘Ihundﬂ_e;zbolts first Voyage has bee%é»‘w
But we mast try a second tim%;;iﬁbﬁ—Apcordingly I have put on
Board her some Codfisﬁjkum % Bfea4f¥§és per. inclosd Bill Ladingéf
& wish. them to a good siarke%@g

Capt Newton is to supply himself with Grass on his
way down &: I must beg _the favoulj .of you by all means to buy or
hirer?%mﬁf; few Gung;?%hich is?f%greeable to MY Crugers directions
tq meﬁl should do 1t here if 1t We‘xie poasible but there are none
to be had upogﬂany terms whatever%?& it would be undoubtedly
a grea?ﬂpityﬁfthat such a Vessell should be lost for hhe want
of thmﬁ%%AE4Az}; hire would be preferableﬁzwhich Capt .
Newton tells me may be done at 20 ps per Month for a pW

It is thought%by ,j'u\tilge.s’.tlef7 that the Sloop Thunderboltﬁ%
ought to carry;/ 60 Muleé%%f; sou think so--please to desire
the Capt to do i’jél have mentiond it to him--but he insists
that 118 are as maﬁy asg she can convenlently holé%%zge
mere she brings the betteé%;ght I do not pretend to be a Judge
of the matter#@& therefore leave it to yo_*

i

(f #* But Without the utmost dispatch-ﬁaﬁher second Voyage may miscarry

D G =
§ like the firstgdrsL/ | 5 AR

PR
St

F

oy,
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Please to send by the Sloops return a full state of accounts

between you & MY Cruger that I may enter all things

properlyliﬁ;:—&?{-/

e .
bt s B8

q,»gf?/) ¥ /

\M__._M"ff’
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P;I' Nicholas Cruger st @roix February 2 l?iéj
DY Sir
%i ightbourn

Herewith you havs dupllicate of my two last Letters of the Z7
November & 10th Ul@? and I now congratulate myselfl vpon the pleasure
of addressing you again—but am sorry I shall be obligd to
communicate gome disgatisfactory occurren01equi;

YOur Sloop Thunderbolt7farrivd here the 29th of the preceding
Month with 41 More Skeletonaaé worse parcel of Mules never was
seen she took in at first 48 & lost 7 on the passage. I Sent&ii;fﬂﬁﬁ
that were able to walk to hasture, in Number Bﬁiblhe other B8
could hardly stand for 2 Minutes together & in spite of the greatest
care lj of them are now in uiwbg;ghe Surviving I I think are out
of Danger:;and shall likewise be shortly sent to pastué%%%ﬂ
refusd twoigeeat offers made me upon thelr first landing to Wit

70 p¥ a head for the Choice of 20--~ and 15 p? a Head for the
abovementiond Invallds-Lwhlch may give you a proper idea of the
condiftion whey werse 1%£ktakinv this slong with ite-that if they

had been such as w% had reason to hope they would beéffl could with

pleasurs have had ﬁ e roundqg% unfortunate has the Voyage beennu

x
Howeved:iﬁy sending them to pasture I expect to get k 100 rowynd

for those now alive. 17 are already gone at that price and as they

reeruit fast the rest I hope will soon go at the same—LI nay 29;
i\A it

[}

Cﬁ
a Head Montly for pas tura -w-fbﬁﬂﬂbehe Sloop was 270 days on

her pagsage from the Nalqgfnot for want of qwiftnes%&:&or tls now

known she Sails well--but from continual Calms & the little wind
@)
she had was quite against hegffvapt Newton seemd to be much

concernd at his?+111f?1uck tho I believe he had done all ia his

power to make the voyage successfuyﬁﬁbut no Man can command the
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{5" Windsg; The Mules were pretty well chosen & had been once a good

parcef?‘l receivd only a few lines from your Brother, o Sales nor

A 3

anything elseghe excusd himself being Sic%%?l desird him as

directedf}to furnish the Sloop with a few (uns but she went
i

e il

intirely defenceless toc the Mainﬁﬁénysqnﬁéfnothwithstanding

several Vessells ha# been oblizd to pnt back to get out of the way
of the Launches with which the Coast*SwarméﬁfWhen Capt Newton urgd
him: to hire a few Guns for the S8loop He replied to this effect;: B
that I only had mentiond the matter to himﬁ but fhat you had never
said s word about ié?éggis last time I mentiond it again & begd
the Captain to hire E‘guns himself if your Brother did not which

& .
he has promisd to d%#;The Expence wWill not be above 15. or 20 EE_ﬂL

and one escape may not be folloyd by a seconé?ﬁéither do I see ang}
reason to run the risque of i%%%I'sent down on your account 10 Hhds
EKIXXKHXKHXIKKKKXKKKF%XEX&XK&XHKKKXRﬁm
Codfishy8 Hhds R%Pﬁlad.%parrgls & 8 Teirces Bread;%the Rum
Cost 2/7% & is worth 5 bits a Gallon at CuﬁZ%qoa. I believe thoss
Articles will answer pretty weli?zﬁzp

Upon application to MT Heyns I found I had been misinformd &
that ¥T Hunter has no Attorney here--whereunon I wrote him a Letter
to St Thomas & have sent him three Copys of the game Wwithout recdéaving
any answeé?}y? Ringzger is here and is geoing over in a day or twé%/
I intend to gilve him a Letter & beg hell ask for ananswer and send
it oveﬁzﬁl am & good deal surprisd at Qapt‘Hunters Silengégﬁy/

Brig Nancys Accounts are inclosé%%he Tea is arriv%gft Cost

20% Sti--but there is a discount of hps. for prompt payment(i)
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, - T .
I shall send Copy of the Ihvoice ete. to Messi>: Walton & Cruge?%iéa

S

The Lumber you contracted for ls arrivd & I anl & good deal
pvzzled to fulfil %ﬁ\jx’ engagements, it is rather early you know

to receivdfk Cash is scarce--M' Beekman would Ship on freight--which

# .
)
would ease the matter but he can recelve none yetg %wever' I must

@)k -
manae some how or otheq1%£¥ would be a pity to pay dead freightf{y;
As to introducing Wine, it depends upon Gircumstances',here

is none here at present and if yours could be brought while the

e,

scarcity continues-ffit. would not be difficult to obtain permission

. ’
to land i%%f@ther-wise it will be impracticable--unless our General

e

who is momently expected&?fhould bring any new indulgence concerning

(%

L Ig;at_articf%¥1£%t the whole is a chaqcefﬁgény changes of Officers
C(r { are taelkd of in particular ti-s said{&udge 8evel will be superceded
by Jeger the informe:%g; the Collectkor by the present Comptroler;r
which 1ls all that oceurs to me noéz;};arefore I11 conclude wishing
you safg pnassage oué%?l am |

-

Q) sir

@ﬁm

#\ Your obat Serv

AH g

z? w W
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- *I‘O WILLIAM HMILT%N A
U \,r-——The upusually au'hob:n.ograph:,cal 1e1:.te*f- belcw was to the Laird of Grange,

=" in Ayrshire, Scotland, who was Alexander Hamilton's first cousin. Grange was

L IEL N

\»f'* the ancestral home, where Alexander's father, James Hamilton, had grown up.

AT
\ hwf%ﬁm

Mg
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more to ba of uss to him; ro which end my recom-
mendatior and incsreac #3111 not be wanting, and,

I hops, aot unsvslling 1t is my 1;'kaﬁt.i’on t0 emm
bracs the tpssing #faich vour letter affords me to
extend trtarcoutvse witn my reistions Irn your Country,

which will ba a naw source of satisfsenicn to me,

4
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(QJ/-:{Then yom]giiiamilton wrote bantering letters to friends his own age. T_he

L/ one following, .from camp a.til{ox"ristomm, was doubtless to Catherine Iivinge
VL ctcn, daughter of the Governor of New Jerseye The chaffing manner was never
) natural to Hamilton. The last paragraph, disavowing military ambition, is more
in his wein. He had been aic{e t0 Washﬁ:ngtcn only a couple of nmonths at th}';;s

R et o s e B 1 e e

LB A g ST L R stk o+ ki,
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Head wnarters. Morris Town

\-iey L1717
-:‘z? +hen I was almost out of patience and ont of hnmm;.»r at your presymptous

delay, in not showing yourself dnly sensible of the honor done you, by me, your
epistle opportwnely came to hazj_’*, &n? has put &ll matters tolerably to rights.

48 I thought it well enough written, an? no Jiscredit to you, I ventured
to show it to a Uentleman of our family. He was silly enoush to imagine, that
I did this throvgh vanity, and a desire to 4isplay rmy own importance s in having
so fair and so sensible a correspondent; as he indulgently called wyou; but I hore
you will net be so vain as to entertain, a single morent, the nmost Jistant imagzin-
ation of the mame.ikind. It wovld he paying yeursell too high a complinent, and
give room to suspect you are strengly infected with that extrame sell-ccmplacency,
commonly attribebed to yovrr sex.

St as T have rsason to bolieve this uontleman has serious thowzhits of hecoming

piv e .
Iy rival, topVat once, u mortal blew to all his hopes, I will recowat vhat passed
o1 thils oceasicn. After a‘ttentiveﬁgd perusing your letter ~vring which, the liveliest ¢ -
e )gy[,i’%r"
emotions Ef_j approbation Jers pietured in his fare, =?T¢miitoz",-.’9‘y cries he, 'when you | I-ES ¥
: o IR s
Il

write to this divine zirl azain, it wust be in Eshe]stile of adoration: nene but a {(

goddezs, 1 sura, eoulld ftave peaned so Tine o latberdt oo I Toinl pren hove ]‘:AJ

a Juixot, capalile of ubteriag hi,.u:{_eli’g perlactly in the langaaze of kaight-errantsy,

T

will evf:r{ 1)@} able to supplasit we in the zood zraces of a lady of ;f@EJr]scE}er
understanding.

I am zlad you are sensivle of the obliia;-si}oqs, you ara wier to ne, for my

mencvolent and r’:isinter:es{tgﬁ]ccn:?’.z.c‘b, in maldag 30 eurrageous an effort, mnder

all the imaginary terrors you intimabe, rithout any tolerable prospect of

compensation. I am very rillingfho contisms my kindness, even though it meet with
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no hetter o ravwvrn than ' the last instanes, provided you will stipulate on your
part, that it shall meet with no worse. Dut teo ivei a morz perfesct idea of what

won owg ma for this n(\f‘lﬂ@n.ﬁmﬂﬂﬁl_ﬂaﬂgﬁﬂernsi‘b}', let me inform vou, that I excreise

[y

[N
el

at ‘ui& b ‘;f]::" being anathematized by srave censors, for dedicating so much
of ry time, to so trifling .nd iasipnificant o toy as a woman; and, on the osther
hand, of heiag run throwgh the hody by saucy inameratets, who will envy me the
prodizious Tavour, forsooth, of yonr corrospondince. So thab betssen the merose
apathy of sume and the envious Sensibility of others, I shall probably he in a

W

fine way. DBut ALL FOR IOVE 1s my mottc. Yovu may mawe what comments you nlease.

low for politics

Tis believed by our military Connoisseurs, that the enemy are preparing to

LS

quit the Jerseys, and make some expedition by water. any suppose up the Dorth

fiver. Dot my opinion is, that, if they abandon the Jerseys, they #ill condent

thenselves with enjorying \m:nt gnarters on Stoten Island, 1131l re-iaforead.

(5,
Perhaps, however, the sppearances, vhich glve 1”?:\9 to an epiniosn of an evacuation |

hY
of the Jerseys, ars only preparatory to an attack upon uz. They woull almit such
an interpretation, if an attempt of the kind were net too hazardous to be consistent
7ith prmdence. Should they leave this State, your retwrn home would be the mor

caf agreeable; but you need not be precipitate

an

senbiments respecting war are pex‘fec{’glyjjust. I 4o not wonder at your

s

antipathy to it. Bvery f{iner feeling of a slicate mind revelts from the idea of
shoding human blood and multiglva.nu the comdon evils ogf.‘ life b;;- the artifielal

methods incident to that state. Jere it not for the evis ‘B"I‘t 11@Ch38-.t‘)r and in

derence of all that .;s Vc-.l'l"d.b_i‘ﬂ in soclety, I coul? never he recouciled t¢ a '1“11 é\fy_]

fad . PR
rharacter; ans shall o inice vhen the restrration of ‘o:{ave:] en the rasiz of freodom

g

an’ 3.1'1"3‘3@1149“00 shall put 11;&.3]”137‘ poder o rencmce it. -'-n&t ny fugitive friend

):'.-e'il}Jsaon be restored tc_ those peaceful and secure abodes, she[}mpe% for, is
not more hexr own wish, than that o*‘ -

Alexr. Bamiltor
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70 ELIZABETH SCHUYLER = wverjics? 17170

~{This nota.is-io intreduce-the letter o Elizabeth Schuyler shestls beffire their aar-.
‘riage). .

_w"{:Numerous writers, from a quick look at circumstantial evidence, have declared that
Hamilton married Eliz;geth? the daughter of General Philip Schuyler, for money a:'::*zd i,;_u:'-_
v |/ .social position rather than for love. The following letter to her, late in their en—E'
.gagemctit,' is a refutation of that A’Jiea. It is now Pirst printed thropgh the courtesy .

of the owner, Mrs. John {. Hamilton of Elmsford, N.¥.

B T T i
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Impetiently ¥ lesreet have I been expecting the return of your 132

father “c bring m= a letter from oy charmer with the anawers yan have
been good enough to rromise me to the 1iLtls questions asied in mine

1 V“( = s i mEE Wel eyl = W T
by hun@ T leng &n sesc the workings of nyv Retseys keart, and 1

5 T TE T H aar | vy b P
promise my sell I stall have amle gpratificstion to my fondaess in

[
Fr,

- _ . . 14 . T, . 'ﬁ‘ P i
tae sweel Tamiliarlr HETY per@# Ghe wvill there I hope naint me

hS
her feslinegs withour resesmve oven in those tendar momente of

pillowed retiremeny, whe her ax

-

L abstractad frwm avery ozner ob-

s FY 12 i g ; ) 3
Ject, delivers 44 self u; love gne to me/;\w((ye% vith all thay

delicacy which sulis the purity ot aor sind ymna whiteh 8 so0
conépicuous in whatever she doaes,

It Is row a wveex ny Betsey since [ have heard Srem Voo, 44
s

o~ EReg
'

that tima | have writwen you swize. we T think 4t will be oowiseubs
in futare to cumber our letters, < L pave vsason Lo sasnest tnav
%a.}:!
o not wll mast with % ples . Tels Iz riainer one,
Meads just comes in and Interructs me oy sendlog nis love to vou
Ye telis you he has written a fong letlber Lo wis wicow asilay

spinior of the propriety of mittin, nie service; sud thaw iF shs

not disapprove it, ne will cerleicly waks Lils Plnel leave sitey Lhe

sampal gn, U osec what o ¥in: apposmunity ahe hee 5o e enrslled in
the @t&lc:gue of haroince, : Cdary Bey oshie WiT1 sed vom mo example
af fortitude andé patrictdisn, Lga W o omach nf & wrtia
ip you, that you will ao: be -Juf':: P L
and 4 saw me waslinea © it Lhe servics FOLE GO LT
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you would dissuade me from it. I have promised you, you recollect,

133

to conform to your wishes, and I persist in this intention. !&t A

S
remains with you to show whether you are a Roman or an American

wife,

Though I am not sanguine in expecting it, I am not without hopes
this Winter will produce a peace and then you must submit to the
mortification of enjoying more domestic hapghhsss and less fam%j
This I know you will not like but we carnnot alweys have things az
we wish.

The affairs of England are in so bad a plight vJG’that if no
fortunate events attend her this campelgn, it would seem imnossible
for her to proceed 1ln the wa;’aplé But she is an obstinate old danme,
and seems determined to ruln her whole family, rather than to leti
Miss America go on flirting it with ner new lovers, with vhom, as
glddy young girls often do, she eloped in contempt of her mothers
anthority? %fg I know you will be ready to justify her conduct and
to tell me the 11l treatment she received was enough to make any
girl of spirit act in the same manner, But I will one day cure you
of these refractory motions about the rightg of resistance, (of which
I foresee you will be apt to make a very dangerous application), and
teach you the great advantage and absolute necessity of impliscit
obedience. 2

But now we are talking of times to come, tell ny pretty
damsel have you made up your mind upon the subject of housekeeping?

Do you soberly relish the pleasure of being s poor mens wife? Have

This material from the Manuscripts and Archives Division may be protected by copyright law (Title 17 U.S. Code.) This is for personal
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you learned to think a home spun preferable to a hrocade and the
rumbling of s waggon wheel to the musical rattling of a coach and six?
Will you be able to see with perfect composure your old acquaintances
flaunting it in gay 1life .-~ tripping it along in elegance and splen—
flor u»;-;»uuhile you hold an lmmble station and have no other enjoyments
than the sober comforts of a good wife? Can you in short be an Aquil~
ela and chearfully plarff turnips with me, If fortune should so order
it? ’VJ( If you cannot my Dear we sre playing e comedy of all in the
wrong, and you should correct the mistake before we begin to act the
tragedy of the unhappy couple,

I propose you a set of new questions my lovely girl; mut though

they are asked with an air of levity, they merit e very serious con-

Amallnt
slderation, for on their being resolved in the -stripped

of all the colorings of a fond imaginstion our _I:appiness may absolutely
depend. I have not concealed my circumstances from my Betseyiﬁ.;i.w—they
are far from splendidm:;wthey may poasibly even be worse than I ex—
pect, for every day brings me fresh proof of the lmavery of those to
vhom my little affairs are emt.t'i.r.srl:ec{iD xﬁ{é They have already filed

down what was in their hands more than one half, and I am told they go
on diminishing it, 't111 I fear they will reduce it below my Lormer
fears, An indifference to property enters into my character too much,
and what affects me now as my Betsey 1s concerned in it, I should have
laughed at or not thought of at all a year ago. Lﬁ-But I have thoro-
ughly exsmined my own heart, Beloved by you, I can be happy in any
situation, and can struggle with every embarrassment of fortune with

This material from the Manuscripts and Archives Division may be protected by copyright law (Title 17 U.S. Code.? This is for personal
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patience and firmmesse[l cannot however fosbear entreating you to
realize our union on the dark side and satlsfy, without deceiving
yourself, how far your affection for me cen maxe you happy in a
privation of those elegancies to which you have been aczcustomed,
If fortuwe should smiéé upen us, it will do us no harm to have
been prepared for adversity; if she frowns upon us, by being prepared,
we shall encounter it without the chegrin of disappointment, Your
future rank in 1ife is & perfect lotteryx-:fuayou may move in ax-
alted you may move in a very humble sphere - the last is most
probable; examine well your heart., And in doing it ;&Kf;ont
figure to yourself a cottage in romance hddﬂ;ith the spontaneous
bounties of nature courting you to enjoyment. +¥£#Dont imagine
yourself a shapherd355«~;-—your bair embroidered with flowers a
erook in your hand tending your flock under a shady tree, by the
aside of a cool fountsin wee o your falthful shepherd sitting near

C’i‘;‘:

. and entertaining you with : talas of 1ov%_ pﬁC)These are pretty

dreams and very apt to enter into the m ":of lovers when they
think of 2 connection without the advantages of fortune +J6'But
they mist not be indulged &Jsfiou mist apply your situation to
real life, and think how you should feel in scenes of which you may
find examples every day. So far My Dear Betsey as the tenderest.
affection can compensate for other inconveniences in making your
estimate, you cannot give too large a credit for this articl%y i
My heart overflows with every thing for{iQuﬁﬁggt”idmiration, estoen

~ and love can inspire —w=—1] would this moment give the world to be

This material from the Manuscripts and Archives Division may be protected by copyright law (Title 17 U.S. kngtte)l) Tﬂlsr;s for personal
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near you only to kiss vour sweet hando) %Jéelieve vhat I say to be

truth and imagine what are my feelinpgs vhen I say 1 mﬁt It a-

wake your sympathy and let our hearts melt in a prayer to be soon
united, never more to be separated
Adieu loveliest of your sex
AH
{ Instead of inclosing your Jetter to your father I inclose his to
you because I Jo mot inow whether he mar not be on his way here, If
ne is at home he will tell you the military news. If he has set out

for camp, you may open and read my letters to him. The one from HI,'

=~
Mathewsyou will return by the first opportunity

. . F
received the bLezinning of Sep,

: N
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‘éﬂmﬂm with Generals Washington, Lafayette, ¥nox, and otherd, returning to the Budson
Hartford mhﬁ had mot the Fronch, witnsssed the sequel of Benedict irneldis
truason, Huilion sooodieet the usly eircawstanoss iz o full lettar to John Lawrsns, wilch
was videly published, The shortar depeription below botrays as mich his tendarness for his

fisnced’ s for Bm Puzzy Arnold, Somo recent students are satisfisd that the traltor's wife

pumu:mmp:u,m:mwm-m»mmm.

Y P == September 25, 1780 ;
o Arnold; hearing of the plot being dihgctedg iimediately fled to the enemy. I went in
pursuit of him, but was much too latef?nd could hardly regret the dlsappo:ntmem/ghen/[o;

T

ny returna I Saw an amiable woman, framtic with distress for the loss of a husband she tenderly
10v§éj4a traitor to his country and to his fam ’ija disgrace to his connections: it was the
most; affecting scene I ever was witness to. Slae_[{fof a congiderable time, entirely lost her-
self, The General went up to see her, and she upbraided him with being in a plot to murder
her child. One moment she ravedfo, another she melted into tears. Sometimes she pressed her
infant to her bosom, Enilglamented its i‘at_e, occasicned by the imprudence of its i‘ather[i{a-
manner that would have p ler ed insensibility itself. All the ‘sweetness of beauty, all the
loveliness of innocence, all the tenderness of a wﬁe{gn; all the fondness of a mother showed
themselves in her appearance and conduct. We have every reagon to believe that she was en-
tirely unacquainted with the plar{\ and that the first »-knowledge of it was when Armold went to
tell her he must banish himself from his country and from her i‘orever. She instantly fell

into a convulsion, and he left her in that situation.

P Eors
aE
pir s

This morning she is more composed. I paid her a vis:i.ji* and_ehd'eavored to sooth her by

e

Lt
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every method in my power, though you may imagine she is not easily to be consoled. Added to
her other distressesﬂhe is very apprehensive the resentment of her country will fall upon
her (who is only unfortunate) for the guilt of her husband

I have tried to persuade her that her fears are ﬁ.‘afounded but she will not be con-
vinced. She received us in bed/ ith every circumstance that wmfg';nterestf our sympathys
and her sufferings were s0 eloquentf;hat I wished myself her brotherj to have a right to be-
come her defender, As it is, I have entreated her to enable me te give her proofs of my friend-
ship., Could I forgive Arnold for sacrificing his honor, reputation, and duty, I could not
forgive him for acling a part that must have forfeited the esteem of so fine a woman, At
present she almost forgets his crime in his misfortunes; and her horror at the guilt of the
traitor is lost in her love of the man., But a virtuous mind cannot long esteem a base one;

and time will make her despise if it cannot make her hate,
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— TO PHILIP SCHUYLER

EEe

R The following explanation to his father-in-law is the main source of our knowledge of

. Hamilton's single personal difference with Washington. He had served at headquarters four
years, mich of that time "as the principal and most confidential aid of the Cormander in Chief.®

The tiff happened when both were under ext:fagj}':dinar'y strain, Though gm precocious, Hamilton
was not mature enough to respond to Washington!s overture for immedliate erasure of hasty
words, However, the break was brief, for Hamilton was soon back in camp, recei - from the
forgiving Washington his long-sought field command (for the Virginia canpaign). After the war

their cooperation was the most fruitful ever.

-l
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Headquarters, New Windser, February 18, 1781,
My Dear Sir:

Since I had the pleasure of writing you last, an unexpected change has taken
place in my situation. I am no longer a member of the General's family., This
information will surprise you, and the maznner of the change will surprise you
more, Two days ago, the General and I passed each other on the stairs. He told
me he wanted to spesk to me., I answered that I would wait uvpon him immediately.

I went below, and delivered Mr. Tilghman a letter to be sent to the commissary,
containing an order of a pressing and interesting nature.

Returning to the General, I was stopped ocn the way by the Marquis de La
Fa_.yette, and we conversed together about a minute on a matter of business. He
can testify how impatient I was to get back, and that I left him in a manner
which, but for ouz: .‘:'..'-n'l'.imacy, would have been more than abrupt., Instead of finding
the General, as is usual, in his room, I met him at the head of the stairs, where,
accosting me in an angry tone, "Colonel Hamilton,® said he, "you have kepbd me
waiting at the head of the stairs these ten minutes. I must tell you, sir, you
treat me with disrespect.” I replied, without petulancy, but with decision:

"I am not conscious of it, sir; but since you have thought it necessary to tell
me 80, we part.! "Wery well, sir," said he, “if it be your choice," or something
= to this effect, and we separated. I sincerely believe my absence, which gave

80 much umbrage, did not last two minutes,
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In less than an hour after, Tilghman came ‘o me in the General's name,
assuring me of his great confidence in my abilities, integrity, usefulness,
etc., and of his desire, in a candid conversation, to heal a difference which
could not have happened but in a moment of passion. I requested Mr, Tilghman
to tell him=-lst. That I had taken my resolution in a manner not to be revoked,
2d. That, as a conversation could serve no other purpose than to produce ex-
planations, mutually disagreeable, though I certainly would not refuse an inter-
view if he desired it, yet I would be happy if he would permit me to decline i%.
3d, That, though determined to leave the family, the same principles which had
kept me so long in it would continue %o direc'l‘: my conduct towards him when out
ef it. Lth. That, however, I did not wish to distress him, or the publiec
business, by quitting him before he could derive other assistance by the return
of some of the gentlemen who were sbsent. S5th. And that, in the mean time,
it depended on him to let our behavior to each other be the same as if nothing
had happened. He consented to decline the conversation, and thanked me for my
offer of continuing my aid in the manner I had mentioned. ‘Thus we stand. I
wait Mr. Humphrey!'s return from the eastward, and may be induced to wait the
retuwrn of Mr, Harrison from Virginia.

I'have given you so particular a detail of onr difference from the desire
I have to justify myself in your opinion. Perhaps you may think I was precipi-
tate in rejecting the overture made by the General to an accommeodation. T
assure you, my dear sir, it was not the effect of resentment; it was the
deliberate result of maxims I had long formed for the government of my omn

eonduct.
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T, Nens Mrane P e s,
August, 1781, ..
In my last letter I informed you that there was a greater prospect of

activity now, than there had been heretofore. I did this to prepare your mind
for an event which, I am sure, will give you pain. I begged yowr father, at the
same time, to intimate to you, by degrees, the probability of its taking place.
T used this method to prevent a surprise, which might be too severs to you. A
part of the army, my dear girl, is going to Virginia, snd I must, of necessity,
be separated at a much greater distance from my beloved wife. I cannot annoumce
the fatal necessity, without feeling every thing that a fond husband can feel.
I am wnhappy; I am vwnhappy beyond expression. I am wmhappy, because I am to be
so remote from you; because I am to hear from you less frequently than I am
accustomed to do. I am miserable, because I know you will be so; I am wretched
at the idea of flying so far from you, without a single hour's interview, to tell
you all my pains and all ny love. But I cannot ask permission to visit you. It
might be thought improper to leave my corps at such a time and upon such an
occasion, I must go without seeing you;’%—_l must go without embracing you;;-éalasl
T must go. But let no idea, other than of the distance we shall be asunder,
disquiet _.T,rou.' @ough T said the prospects of activity will be greater, I said
it to give your expectations a different turn, and prepare you for something dis-
agreeable, Tt is ten-to one that our views will be disappointed, by Cornwallis
retiring to South Carolina by land. At all events, our operations will bs over
by the latter end of October, and I will fly to my home., Don't mention I am

going to Virginia,

use only. No part may be sold, loaned, copied, or published without the written permission of the New York Public Library.



Head of Flk, Sept. 6, 1781.

Yesterday, my lovely wife, I wrote to 'you, ihelosing you a leiter in one
to your father, to the care of Mr. Morris. To-morrow the post sets out, and
to-morrow we embark for Yorktown. I camnot refuse myself the pleasure of
writing you a few lines. Constantly uppermost in my thoughts and affections,
I am happy only when my moments are devoted to some office that respects you.
I would give the world to be able to tell you all I feel and all I wish, but
consult your own heart and you will know mine., What a world will soon be be-
tween usl To support the idea, all my fortitude is insufficient, What must
be the case with you, who have the most female of female hearts? I sink at
the perspective of your distress, and I lock to heaven to be yowr guardian
and supporter. Circumstances that have just come to my knowledge assure me
that our operations will be expeditious, as well as our success certain.

Early in November, as I promised you, we shall certainly meet. Cheer yourself
with this idea, and with the assurance of never more being separated. Every
day confirms me in the intention of renouncing public life and devoting myzelf
wholly to you. Let others waste their time and their tranauilility in a vain
pursuit of power and glory; be it my object to be happy in a quiet retrsat

with my betiter angel.
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September, 1781,

How chequered is human lifel How precarious is happiness! How easily
do we often part with it for a shadow! These are the reﬂectioné that fre-
quently intrude themselves upon me with a painful application. T am going to
do my duty. Our operations will be so conducted as to economize the lives

of men. Fxert your fortitude and rely upon heaven.
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Yorktown » Octs 16, 1781 .

Two nights ago, my miga, my duty and my honor obliged me to take a step
in which your happiness was too much risked. I commanded an attack upon one
of the enemy's redoubts; we carried it in an instant, and with little loss,
You will see the particulars in the Philadelphia papers. There will be, cer-
tainly, nothing more of this kind; all the rest will be by approach; and if

there should be another occasion, it will not fall to my turn to execute it.
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Yorktown, Oct. 16, 1781.

Two nights ago, my Eliza, my duty and my honor obliged me to take a step
in which your happiness was too much risked. I commanded an attack upon one
of the enemy's redoubts; we carried it in an instant, and with little loss,
You will see the particulars in the Philadelphia papers. There will be, cer-
tainly, nothing more of this kind; all the rest will be by approach; an_d if

there should be another occasion, it will not fall to my turn to execute it.
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) L /IO GENERAT/KNOX

:j}fl'he youthful Captain Charles Asgill, a British prisoner in American hands, was selected by
101‘,‘.:-,¢'a.nd ordered axecutedﬂin reprisal for the hanging by the enemy of the American Captain
Joshua Huddy. General ashingtpn and the other American authorities held Huddy to be :erocent.
"Si;- Henry Climon (and later Sir Guy Carleton) refused to surrender Captain Lippincobt, who
was responsible for Huddy's death. Washington seemed adamant for retaliation., Hamilton's
compassionate and wise remonstrance was matched by his merciful attitude on ether occasions,
_notably his plea that the doomeg Andrs might be shot, not hanged. Aftei‘ w months Asgill

was released’ s but not untii his mother entreat,:‘gd the King and Queen of France to intervene,
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P < -Klbany,-Jume-7, 1762,
Besr Generald

We are told here that there is a British officer coming on from Cornwallis'<
army to be executed by way of retaliation for the murder of Captj Huddy. As this
appears to me clearly to be an 111-t:1m/9_q proceeding, and if persisted in will be
derogatory to the national chara_cter}o I cannot forbear communicating to you my
ideas upon, the subject. A sacrifice of this sort is entirely repugnant to the
genius of the age we live inf and is without example in modern history{'gor can
it fail to be considsred ir} Europe as wanton and unnecessary. It appears that
the enemy (from necessity;él gran‘bﬁut the operation is the same) have changed
their system and adopted a more humane onej andﬁherefore d{ the _cmly Justifying
motive of retaliatic?g\#ﬁe preventing & repetition of crueltyfjé‘véeases. But if
this were not the case, so sclem and deliberate a sacrifice of the innocent for
the guilty must be condemned on the present received notions of humanity, and
encoursge an opinion that we are )fa:ln a cebrt.ain degreef in a 'state of barbarism.
Our affairs are now in a prosperous train, and so ngo:rous-twl would rather say
so ﬂolm%%a measurs would want. the plea of necessity. It would argue meanness
in us that at this late stage af'the war, in the midst of success, we should
suddenly depart from that temper with which we have all along borne with i’s graat
and more fzfequent provocation. The death of André could not have been dispenged

with] but it must still be viewed at a distance as an act of rigid sttice.

If we wreak our resentment on an innocent person, it will be suspected that we
are too fond of executions. I am persuaded it will have an influence peculiarly

e
unfavofable to the Ceneral's character,
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If it is seriously believed that in this advanced stage of affairs retalia-
tion is necessary)b;et another mode be chosen. Let under actors be employed, and
let the suthority by which it is done be wrapt in obscurity and doubt. Iet us
mdeav&u';; make it fall upon those who have ﬁgd a direct or indirect share in
'bhe guilt., Let not the Gonmander—in—chief-b{-/gonsidered as the first and most
respec‘bable character among usvﬁ%oma forward in person and be the avowed author
of an act at which every humane feeling revolts. . Let us at least have as much -
address as the enemy{‘ and, if we must have victims{ appoint some obscure agents
to perform the ceremony\and bear the odium which must always attend even justice

itself when directed by extreme severity.

e
For my own part, my dear girf I think & business of this complexion entirely

out of season. The time for it, if there ever was ons, is past.

cannot racede. Ineonsistency in this case would be better than consistency.
---.Bnt pretextég may be fowund and will be readily admitted in favor of humanity.
Garleton will in all probability do something like apology and concess:wn.. He
R a BN, ‘iet"
il e Wof preventing everyfhing of the kind in future. Let the
2% RS e
General appear to be satisfied with these a;epeara:zwes The steps Carleton is

said 4o have taken to suppress the refugee incursions will give the better color

to lenity. -
d : oo
on 7 ' ss myself to you upon' this occa.sien because I know your liberality
/ a:nd your influenc with the General. If you are of my opinionj I am sure you

will employ 11'f £ it should not be too late. I would not think a letter neces-
sary, but I k:now how apt men are to be actuated by the ¢ireumstances which

' .
immediately surround they, and to be led into an approbation of measures whiclq,{

in another situationg they would disapprove. Mrs. Hamilton ;joins me in compli-

mente to Mrs, K‘noxj Mml‘% SRR -tc ,J;w:, v«ﬁw W% H ﬂé{MIﬂ}j

Lhe

! 1,‘“
This }é M M&J&écr‘rﬁts aZd Argnves Division may be prqfe«ﬁ’ag : prn Wé 17Moﬁe ) This is for /{gfaaulf
N W‘ﬁ
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A TO JOHN LAURENS

 The similar verve, gallantry, and public spirit of John Laurens and Hamilton drew them
_ into intimacy on Washington's staff, in plans for Laurens'_s}g)successful missiop\for succor
from France, and in the capture of a British redoubt at Yorktown. The young South Caro-
linian was the son of Henry Laurens, who had been president of the Continental Congress.
He probably never received Hamilton's comradely plea, for he fell before an enemy nhnil:
ambush in his native state a fortmight later. The news brought Hamilton "the deepest af-

thednee.of.te-Prisn-bray -end-wovbtenderly-toved; smd-cne of @ ¥Werp-small .
s

flictiong( at..
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I received with great pleasure, my dear Laurens, the le'bter which you mﬁé{gu
£ .l Ld “
me in " last. Your wishes in one respect are gratifieds Thi- ﬁtate has

'@m%
g ‘w';_‘
‘i

pretty unanimously saogbd me to Congress. My time of service commences in

November., It is not. probable it will result in what you mention. I hope it is
o ) ﬁ!’-w

tpe‘vlate. We have great reasqq to flatter ourselvess Peace on our own terms is- '-;

i

ﬁpm the carpet. Th‘e-mkiﬁgwit is in good hends. It is said your father is ex-

#’\

, éhanged for Gornwallls/ and gone Yo Faris. to meet 't-he other com:l.ssicmers.} and
: ("\

: tha'h Granville}; on the par'b of. Englandj has made a second trip theres in the R

; 'ij_l_last iustance‘} vested with plempotentisry powerl.
I fear there may be obstaclesj but I hope they may be swrmounted.

Peace made, my dear friend, a new scene opens. The ob:jec'b then will be to
make our 1ndependence a blessing. To do this we must secure our Fr::wn on solid
:Eounda,ti ‘a* herculean task,émd t.o effect which 5 mountains of prejudice must
be 1evelle<;l It requires all the virtue and all the abilities of the comtry
Quit your sword{o;y frzandﬁmt on the __g,gf ﬂome ‘o Congress. We lmow each
otherts sentiments [6 our v:i.;ws are 'bhe same? ;;eo have fought side by side bo
make America freeglet us hand in hand stmggle to make her happy. Remember
me to Ceneral Greene with all the warmth off sincere attachment, Yours forever.
/ ’iw;&p"“

A Newdton b Wﬂ

.

ML R
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It is on age since I hsve elther written to you
or received & line from youi yet I perasuade myself you
have not been the leas convinced of my affectlonats
sttachment and warm narticipation in all thoae events
whieh haeve given you that place in your countrys eéstsem
krown

and approbaticn whleh I nave wrowdnd you to deserve

wnile your enemies and Pivels ware most setive in

¢fzzj*“‘“~$n gullying your reputation.
ﬂ‘).‘? [

Yo will perhspe lear bafore this resches yna
that I have been appointsd a mamber of Congrees. I
sxpect to go to Philadelphia in the snsuing montn, wWhers
I shall be hanpy to corréspond with you with our ane-
cient escnfidence and I shail antreab you nod to con=
fine your ntservations to milillary sud jects but to take
in the whole scope of notionsel concerna. I am sure your
1deas will be useful to e ead tu Lhe rm‘-;»liq‘:f”-

i feel the deepest aff}iption gt ths news we have
just received of the loas Aof our desr and inestimabl
friend Laurens. His career of virtus is at an &ndb;/?5>
How utrange%y eur humen aff'rirs conducted, that &o
many excellent qualities could not an;#o A more happy
fate?ekThe world will feel the loss of a man who
has left few like him behind, snd Amerioa of a citisen
whose heart realized that paFriotism 'ggf whish others

only tp%ifx feel the lomy of & friend I truly and

F
.

)
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L 70 COLONEL RICHARD K. MEADE AS s

F |1/ "Friend Dick," as General Washington called him with fatherly affection, was Hamilton's
fellow-aide and abiding friend, though their paths diverged. Meade became a planter in his

native Virginia, and the father of a celebrated mikam bishop. Hamilten's first child, here
described, was Philip, the most talented of eight brothers and sisters. He graduated from
Columbia Coliege, but his promising career was cut short at twenty by a duel at Weehawken,

NeJ., where his father was to fall two years later,
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Albsny, August 27, 1782.

I thank you, my dear Meade, for your letter of the first of this month, /
which you will perceive has travelled much faster than has been usuzl with our
letters. Our correspondence hitherto has been wnfortwunate; nor, in faci_;, can
either of us compliment himse}.f on hisg ppnctuality', but you were right in con-
cluding that, however indolence or accident may interrupt our intercourse, nothing
will interrupt our fr:.endshlp. Mine for you is built on a solid basis of a full

convicnon that you deserve 1'b, and that it is reciprocal; and it is the more

firmly fixed because you have :E'efw .competitors. Experience is a continual comment

.on *bhe wer'bhlessness of the human race; and the few exceptions we find have the

"'?gr;‘aa'ber right to be valued in propertion as they are rare. I lmow few men
estimable, few amiable; and when.I meet with ane of the last description, it 1s
not in my power to withhold my affection.

You reproach me with n_ot. having said enough about our little stranger. When
I ﬁ;ote last I was not sufficiently acquainted with him to give you his character.
I may now assure you that your daughter, when she sees him, will not consult

you about the choice, or will only do it in respect to the rules of decorum. He
is truly a very fine young gentleman, the most agreeable in his conversation and
his intelligence snd sweetness of tempera rqu are not to imagine, by my begin-
ning with his mental quelifications, that he is defective in personal. It is
agreed on all hands that hé is handsome; his features are good, his eye is not
only sprighﬁly and eﬁcpregﬁ%?, "bjzt full of benignity. His attitude in sitting,

is, by connoisseurs, esteembd graceful, and he has a method_ of waving his hand
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that announces the future orator. He stands, however, rather awkwardly, and
as his legs have not all the delicate slimness of his father's, it is feared he
may never excel as much in dancing, which is probably the enly accomplishment
in which he will not be a model. If he has any fault in manners, he laughs too
much. He has now passed his seventh month. I am glad to find your prospect:
of beirig settled approaches, T am sure you will realize all the happiness you
promise yourself with your amizble partner. I wish fortwme had not cast our
1ots at such a distance, Mr&ﬁeade, you, Betsey, and myself would make a most

a.ffectlonate and most happy part:.e quarre. ‘
B o
As to myself, I shall sit down in New York when it opens; and this period, o
i’% ,:
we are told, approaches. Ne mzm 1ooks forward to a peace with more pleasure

than T do; though no man would sacrifice less to it than myself if I were not
" -

eonv:mced that the people sigh i‘or pea.ce.

have been studymg the ‘law for ‘some months, and have lately been licensed

tqmey. I wish to prepare myself by October for examination as a coun-

but. some public avocation may possibly prevent me.

T had Almost forgotten to tell you that I have been pretty manimously
elected, by the lLegislature of this State, a member of ..Gongress s to begin 1o
serve in November, I do not hope to reform the State, although I shall endeavor
to do all the good I can,. .
gk Suffer Betsey and me to present owr love to Mrs. Meade. ©She has a sisterly
affection for you. My respects, if you please, to Mr. and Mrs. Fitzhugh. God

bless you.
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"\;\ ~Hamilton sometimes suffered reactions from his intense efforts in the
public behalf, when he would express indifference or even disgust. But these

moods of disillusionment never lasted long.

i
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S8ince we perted My Dsar Marquis at YorxTown 168
I have receiwed three letters from you one Qritton
on your way to Boston, two {rom Pranse., I acknowe
lege thet I have written to you only once, but the
reason has been that T have been taught dayly to
exnect your retwrn. This T should not have dons from
my own calculational for I saw ro prospest but of an
innetive campalipgn, and vou had much better be intri-
guing for your hobby horse at Paris than lInltaring
awny your time here, Yot they seemsd to be convine
oed at Head (uarters that you were certainly coming
out} and.bgjyour laettars 1t appears to have been your
own esxnectation,, I imagine yon have relinquished it
by this tlme,

I have beaen arployed for the laat ten monthe iIn
‘rocking the eradle and studylng the art of fleecing
my nelighbours., I em now a%g;ave Counsellor at law,

e o}
and shall soon te a ! merber of Congraaa&&gﬁo

A

Legislature at thair last seasion took i1t into thelir
heads to name ms prebiy unanimously one of their
dolngatasﬂfé an going to throw away a few months more
in public life and then 1 retire a simnle oltisen and
good paterfamilialvé{ set out for Philadelphia in a

sw ctte T deapodilitne Fawm “w
Low dayn fYou” are  condemned to run the race of ambition
all your life, am alreedy tired of the csareer and

dare to lesave 1it,
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But you would not give & pin for my letter une
less politics or war made a part ar»iézé;ou tell re
they are muployed in building & éiégé E??b[&nd other!} H,I,321
eccounts say it ls neerly finished; I hope ths work
wey meet with no interruptionayy LIt 18 necessary for
Americaj; egpecially ir your armyf:; takan from us as
we are told will poon be tha case. That Was an ose

sential point d'appul. Though money waa the primum

mobile of our Jinancez, which must now loss tha lite
tle actlivity lately given them, Our trads iz nrodla
glously crampad@ These stales are In no humour for
continuing exertions; 4if tne war lastis, {t must be
garrled on Ly extermal suctours, I -make no apology
for the lnertness of thls countrys I detesat i%{ih
but since it axists I &n sor:y Lo s8e dther resources
diminish,

Your Ministers cught to know beat what they are
golings but If the War goea un anid the removal of the
army dosez not prove e unwlise measure I renounca all
future pretentlons to ludzment, I think however the
circumatances of the enemy oblige them to peace.

We have been honing that they would abandon their
posts in these statesg; it no doubt was once in cone
templation, but latter appesrances are rather ame
biguous. I begin to suspect that 1f Peace 1s not

made New York « Charles Town, the former at least
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will still be held.

There 18 no probsbility that I aball be one of
the Commisaioners for peace, 1t is a thing I do
not desire myself and whieh I imagine other people will
net desire,

Our amy is now in sxcellent order but amalle

The temper we sre in respecting the alliance
you will see Pom public actse. There never wWas & time

of greater unanimity on that point.

T wigh I durst enter into a greater detour with
you bgf our cypher is nct fit for it end 1 fear to
trustiin another shape.

I3 there anything you wish on ihis alde the
water? Tou know the warmih & sinserity of my ate
tuohment, Command mee.

1 have no% been so happy as to sees Mr. De 3Jegur.
Te title of your friend would hsve been a title
to aVeﬂjiiing in my power to menifest.

Adlieu '

' Ceneral & Mrp. Schuyler & Mre. Hamilton
all join warmmly in the most affectionate remembrances

to you. ASs to myself I a&n in truth yours ponrkia

vis
— . _”

Woai 115
, I wrote a long lstter to the Visscount De Noaillesn
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whom I also love. EHss he received it? Is the worthy
Gouvion well? has he succeeded? _gov is 4t with
our friend Gim;;? Jrow s it with Jensral Du For=
tall; all those men ars men of werit & Interest my
Leat wishes.

Poor lLaurensj he has iallen a sacrilice to
nig ardor in a trifling skimeish Iin Souch Carcliua.
You ¥now how Lruly [ loved him and will judge how
much I regret nim,

I will write you egain soon ufter my arrival at

Philsdelphia,

Albany November %g)1782

P Laster to werayette
3 NevBLl762

iibany
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i~ The principal achievement of Hamilton was in helping America to rezp the .
fruits of independence. Irmediately the peace treaty was sig,ned;;f-indeed, be-

fore that--he was locking forward to reforms in government.
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TQ_JI0H - FAY -
PHILATELD ""A, July 25, 1783

JEAR SIRs .

tThough I have not performed ry promise of writing to you which I made
you when you left this country, yet I have not the less intérested myself in
your welfare and success. I have bsen witness with pleasure to every event
wiiich has had a tendency to advance you in the esteem of your country, and
I may assure you with sincerity that it 1s as high as you conld poseibly wish.
A1l have vnited in the warmest approbation of your conduct. I camot forbsar
telling you tpis, because my situation has given me access tc the truth, and
T gratify my friendship for you in communicating what cannot fail to gratify
your sensibility.

The peace, which exceeds in the goodness of its terms the expectations
of the most sanguine, does the highest honor tc those who made it. It is the
more agxeeable,'as the time was come when thinking men began tc be seriously
alarmed at the internal embarrassments and exhausted state of this country.
The Hew England people talk of maling you an annual fish-offering, as an
ackﬁowledgment of your exertions for the participation of the fisheries. e
have now happily concluded the great work of independencs, butAmuqh remains
to be done to reap the fruits of it. OQur prospects are not flattering.
Every day proves the inefficiency of the present Confederation; yet the common
danger beinz removed, We are receding instead of advancing in the Aisposition to
amend its defects. The road to popularity in each State is to inspire jealousies
of the power of Congress, thouzh nothing can be more apparent than that they
have no power; and that for the want of it, the resources of the country during
the war could not be drawn out, and we at this moment experience all the mischiefs

of a bankrupt and ruined credit. It is to.be hoped that when prejudice and
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folly have run themselves out of breath, we may return to reason and correct

oul* errors. After having served in the field during the w:tr, I have been making
a short ap'prenticeship in Congress, but the evacuation of MNew York approaching,
I am preparing to take leave of public life, to enter into the practice of the
law. Your country will continue to demand your services abroad. I beg you to

present me most respectfully to ifrs. Jay, and to be assured, etce.
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£%”’1ﬁeath on 8t. Vincent at an advanced. age
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TO JAMES HAAILTON, JR. ! 2 Vl/{"/

Ay
|James Hamilton was Alexander's full brother, two years older than him-
self. He was apprenticed to a carpenter 4n the island of St. Croix,
and we catbp only uncertain glimpses of him thereafter. Their father,
James Hazmilton, 8r., had left the Tamily twenty years before the fol-
loring solici@ibus inguiry was peanned. Alexander later forwarded money

i ! - & A ‘q. L ok L3
to his fater on several occasions, but did not seeﬁ him bheiors his

I "Lﬁ
My dear Brother: New York, Juns 22,17¢
3 have received your letter of the 3lst of hHay last, which, &nd one
other, are the only lettersI have recsived from you in many years. 1 am
a. little surprised vou did not receiveione which I wrote to you about
six months ago. The situation you descrihe yourself to be in zives e
much nain, and nothing will make mefhappier than, as far as may be 1n my

ot

power, to contribute £o your relicf., I will cheerfully pay your draft
upon me fer fifty pounds sterling, whenever it shéil aprear. L wish it
was in my powser to desire you to enlarge the sum; but though my future
nrospects of are the most flattering kind my present engagements would
render it inéonvénient to me to advance you & larzer sum. My affection
for you, howevsr, will not permit we to be inattentive to your welfare,
and I hope time will prove to you that L feel all the sentimznt of a

to excrt your industry for a year

brother., Lzt me only requost‘of you .

or two more where you are, iend of that time I promise myself

to be able to Invite you to a more eomfortsble sett}ment in this country.
¥4
&1low me only to give you one caution, which is to aveid 1f possible

getting in®e debt. Are you pmarried or 31nfle? If the latter, it is ny
. . o - ) . %, '&‘.{ f‘&i 3
wish for many reasons it may be azrzeable. to you to continue in that sebet.

But what has become of our desr father»? It is an age since I have

heard from him or of him, though I have written him several letters,
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Perhaps, alas! he 1s no more, and I shall not have thes plzasing op-
vortunity of contributing to render the close of his 1ife more happy
than the progress of it. My heart bleeds at the recollection of his
o A,
molsfortunes and embarrgsients. Sometimes I flatter myself his brothers
L

have e%é}ended thelir support to him, and that he now enjoys tranquiﬁﬁfy.
eulreat

T

and zase. At other times I fearhhe is Suffering(f&findigegﬁ%. I
you, if you can, to rehéﬁpe me 5; from my <oubts, zud let me know how o
where he is, if alive, if dead, how and where he died. Should he be
Elive informggﬁfﬂiﬁ ny inquiries, beg him to write to me, and helﬁiim
how ready I shall be to devote myszif and all I have to his“éccom;dation
and haprinsss.

I do not advise your coming to this country at present, for the
war has alsc put things out of order here, and veople in your business
find a subsistence difficult snough. My object will be, by~and-by, to
get’you settlied on a farm.

ﬁ};Believe me always your affectionatz friend and brother,

iy

Alex. Hamilton
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\ e Whi;e delegates were comstructing the Constitution in Philadelphia,

Hamilton took leave for a while in New York. There,in newspaper pieces,

\'g, he assailed Govermor George Clinton for opposing the Convention. Oubt of
‘I this controversy grew the charge against Hamilton for which he sought, and

at onge cbtained, Washington!s denial.
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Yt
Yoy probably ssw some time since some adimgdversions

on certain &xpz‘;:asians of Governor Clinton respecting the
Conventicn Zou may nave seen a2 place aigned a Republican,
attempting to brirg the fact ipto rmestion and endeavouring
to controvert the conclusiors drawn from it, ir tr’uc%?t((ﬂy
answar you will find in thne inc}f.gfed. I trouble vou with it
merely from that anxiety whlch{ls natural to every man to havae
his verzcity at least stand in e falp lighbf'rhe matter
seems to he given up by the Covernor and the fact with the
inferences from it stand agairst him in full force, and oper-
ate as they sught to do.

It is however, of some importance to the martr to dime
inish whatevar credit or influence I may pogsess; and to eff-
ect this ther stick at rothing. Among many ccatemytible
artifices practiced by them, they have had recourss to an in-
sinmation that I pimed myself upon you and that you dismissed
me from your fmily@ﬁ This I confess hurts my feelings, and
1f it obtains credit, will require a contradiction,

You 3ir will undoubtedly rscollect the manner in.
which I cams into your family and went out of it; and knnw how

[/
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destitute of foundution such insinvsiiona are. Hy confidenace
in your justice will not permit as to doudt your readiness
to mut the matter in ite true light in your anewer t¢ this
lettsr, It cannot be my wish t¢ give any couplexion to the
affeir which sight excite the least seruple in ym”\m-ﬂ
..’i-m but I confese it would mortify me tc be under the im-
putation edther of having obtricded myseif into the family of
. & General or of having tesn turied ot of it,
. The New Constitution is as popular in this City as it
i is possible for any thing to bgﬂf &nd the prospect thus far
is ra_%mrabla teo it throughout the /%({ato, But there is no
i saying what tum thinge may take whor. the full flood of of fie-
4al influence is let loose sgainst 1t. Jhis is to be expected,
7 for though the Governcr has not pudblicly declared himself
hie partieulmr conneotions and confidential friends are loud
against 1it,
) I remain with perfect esteem
wg;ﬁmouonq'u obed Sar
A Hamilton * /
N" Hamilton Joins in respectful coripliments to !!j:’ Washi ngton

L" pod | (.I:nu'al Washington
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an earnest
The following passage is from the close of mxkmmkmd speech June 28, 1788,in the Poughkeep-
_ _ of the Constitution

%sie convention. Hamilton and his friends, striving for ratification/by New York, embarrassed
1 il
' Governor George Ciinton, their chief opponent., They showed that during the war he himself
' had deplored the financial wak weakness of the Confederation, and the extra burden placed
on Wew York by states which did not respond to appeals of Congress. Hamilton did not mean to
jdiscredit Clinton, but to stigmatize the oldbbad system, He tried to remove Clintonts per-
| ‘ o
© nal resentment/ by a free apology if he had offended. At the same time he disavowed any

selfish or class motive in espousing the Constitution.
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T shall conclude with a few remarks by way of an apology. I am apprehensive,
sir, that, in the warmth of my feelings, I may have uttered expressions which were
too vehement. If such has been my language it was from the habit of using strong
phi'a.ses t0 express my ideas; and, above all, from the interesting nmature of the
subject. I have ever condemmned those cold, unfeeling hearts, which no object
can animate. I condemn those indifferent mortals, who either never form opinions,
or never make them known. I coni‘_ess » Sir, that on no subject has my breast been
filled with stronger emotions or more anxious concern. If any thing has escaped
me, which may be construed into a personal reflection, I beg the gentlemen, once
for all, to be assured that I have no design to wound the feelings of any one who
is opposed to me. While I am making these observations, I cannot but take notice
of some expressions which have fallen in the course of the debate. It has been sald
that ingenious men may say ingenious things, and that those who are interested in
raising the few upon the ruins of the many, may give to every cause an appearance
of justice. T know not whether these insinuations allude to the characters of
any who are present, or to any of the reasonings of the House, I presume that
the gentlemen would not ungenerously impute such motives to those who differ from
themselves. I declare I know not any set of men who are to derive peculiar advan-
tages from this Constitution, Were any permanent honors or emoluments to be secured
to the families of those who have been active in this cause, there might be some
gromds for suspicion. But what reasonable man, for the precarious enjoyment of

rank and power, would establish a system which would reduce his nearest friends
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and his posterity to slavery and ruin? If the gentlemen reckon me amongst the
obnoxious few, if they imagine that I contemplate with ambitious eye the
inmediate honors of the government, yet let them consider that T have my friends,
my family, my children, to whom ties of nature and of habit have attached me.
If, to-day, I am smong the favored few, my children, to-morrow, may be among

the oppressed;'these dear pledges of my patriotism may, at a fubture day, be
suffering the severe distresses to which my ambition has reduced them. The
changes in the human condition are uncertain and frequent; many, on whom fortune
has bestowed her favors, may trace their family to a more unprosperous stationg
and many, who are now in obscurity, may look back upon the affluence and exalted
rank of their ancestors. But I will no longer trespass on your indulgence. I
have troubled the committee with these observations, to show that it cannot be
the wish of any reasonable man to establish a government unfriendly to the
liberties of the people. Gentlemen ought not, then, to presume that the advo-

cates of this Constitution are influenced by ambitious views. The suspicion, sir,

is unjust; the charge is uncharitable. W

£
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Yuet TO WASHINGTON

e S N

; <~ The following letter opens with a trifle, then refers to Hamilton's ¢
efforts to launch the new goverrment prosperously. The papers of Publius

are best known as The Federalist. At other times, too, Hamilton begged Wash~-

ington to forfeit his desire for retirement, and become the first President.
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\f‘ 13 ght~Horse Harry" lee ha& asked Hamilton, recently appointed Seeretary
of the Treasury, for priv_fate information on the probable future value of pub-

lie securitics.
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} . TO PHILIP HAMILTON

y ;” Philip Hamilton, just under ten, was at school at Trenton. Hamilton's

\__,. vesolve never to break a promise to a child accords with approved modern

advice to parents.,
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December 5 1791

I peceived with great pleasure My Dear Ph?ﬂl;pw
the letter which you wrote Me _aat wWaske 'imw-lmu
and myself were very happy to leam that you are
pleased with your situation and sontent to stay as
long as shall be thought for your good. We hope and
bolieve that nothing will happen to alter this dige-
peaicion.

Your Magter also informs me that you recited

a lesson the first day you began, very nuei $o nia

gatiafacﬁiom. I axpect %atter fron alm will

give me g fresn proof uf.r;;ur” progress. PFor 1
know that you cun do & great deal, 1f jou please,

gad I am sure you have too much spirit not o exers
yourself, thal you may maxs ug every dey nore aad
more proud of you.

Your Maus has got an Ovid for you snd is looking
vp your Mans introduction. If it camnot bs found
tomorrod another will be prbcmd-;ﬁ-md ths books
with the other articles she promised to send you
wiil be forwerded in two or three days

You remember that I sngaged to send for you
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next 3sturday and I will do it wnless you reqest
me to put it orr./' For a promise mtvnfﬁ; be broken;

| md I never will make you one, whiah I wul mt m-

“£111 as far as I am able, But it has occumd to
me that the Christmes holidays gre nesr st hand snd
I supposs your school will then break up for soms
days and give you an opportunity £ coming to stay
With us for = longer time thsn 1f you should sOms on
S8aturday. W11l 1t not be best for yeu, therefore,
to put off your Journey 3111 the holidays? PBut
determine as you like bu# ¥ Het me inow what will
be most pleasing to you,

.H"A goed night to my derling £ =

g 1y Adleu :

A Hamllton i

Master Philip A Hamilton

y.
)
(source: aba, Georgs,

. Jshilton. Boatont Hou on, Usgood, and o

~
«
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TO WILLIAM DUER

\ \ " "Hamilton was personally attached to Duer, who briefly had been Assist-
ant Secretary of the Treasury. Duer's reckless speculation brought him to
e, ruin and to jail. Hamilton helped obtain his temporary release from confine-

mentb,
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L;ﬁ DEAR DVER:: Philadelphia, larch 1k, 1792.

Youf letter of the 11lth got to hand this day. I am affected beyong
measure at ifs contents, eipecially as it was too late to have any influence
upon the event you were apprehensive of, r, Jclcott's instructions having
gorry off yesterdaye.

I trust, however, the alternative which they present tc the attorney
of the --:?-;- 3. ancd the discretion he will use in managing the affalr, will
enable you to avbid any pernicious sclat,if your affairs are otherwise

retrievable.

Be this as it may, act with fortitude and honer. If you cammot reasocnably
hope for a favorable extrication, de not plunge deepers. Have the courage to
make a full stop." Take all the care you can in the first place of institutions
of public utility, and in the next of all fair creditors. ﬂ

God bless you, and take care of you and your family. I have experienced
all the bitterness of sovl on your arcovnt which a warm attachment can inspire.
I will not now pain ycu with aay wise remarks, though if you recover the present
stroke, I shall take great liberties with you. Assure yom"se_lf, in zood and

bad fortune, of my sincere friendship and affection.
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Poor Duer has now had a long and severs confinement, such as would be
adequate punishment for no trifling erime. I am well aware of all the blame
to which he is liable and Ao not mean to be his apclogist, though I believe he has
bgen much the dupe of his own imagination as others have bheen the viectims of
his projects. Bubt what then? He is a man—\l:he is a man with whom we have both
f

been in habits of friendly intinacy. He is a man who, with a great deal of good

zeal has in eritical times rendered valuable services to the cowntr He is

‘.a. husbaﬂ'l whe has a most worthy and amiable wife perdshing sith chaprin at his
s:.tu.at:.on; your relation by blood, mine hy marriage. He is a father who has
& number of fine children destitute of the means of educction and support, evary
gy in need of his future e::ert*ono.

These e Titled to sympathy, #hich L shall be mistaken if you do not feel.
You ars his creditor. TYour example may influence others.' He wants permission,

through a letter of license, to breathe the air for five years. Your signature

to the inclosad dralt of one will give we much pleasure.
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: %~ President Washington, from Mount Vernon, had referred to the Secretary of the Treasury

objections he had heard to the conduct of the federal administration, particularly criticisms

by George Mason of the éniingﬂlsgstem. Hamilton introduced his detailed reply by the follow=
ing spirited self.-defenge.
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Philadelphia, Auggs¥y 185 1792. /
Sird

I am happy to be able, at length, to send you answers to the objections which
were commmnicated in your letter of the 29th of July.

They have unavoidably been drawn in haste, too much so, to do perfect justice
to’ the subject, and have been copied just as they flowed from my heart and pen,
without revision or correction. You will observe that here and there some severity
appears. I have not fortitude enough always to ?ea.r with ca.]mesﬁcalumieg)\which
rf_ecessarily include me, as g principgl %.gent in the measures censured, %&;%9
falsehood of which I have the most wmqualified cc>nsciousness.s T trustiI shall
always be able to bear, as I ought, impui_;ations of errors of judgment; but I
acknowledge that I cm@ be gntirely patient wnder eharge%\ufich impeach the
integrity of my public btives or conduct., I fee],j\that I merit them in no degree;
and expressions of indignation sometimes escape me, in spite of every effort to
suppress thgm, I rely on your goodness for the proper allowances.

With high respect and the most affecticonate attachment, I ﬁé.ve the honor to

LH- g,,ﬂ,ﬁ ol D hcsia ¥
Solibor2 Y Acntle oo,

P o fa‘l
o iy o A Rt g i
i

be, sir/eses
&
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pointing to the dangerous ambitions of Aaron Burr

| Hamilton was similarly apprehensive of Burr for the next dogzen Years, and opposed Burr's

career with results fatal to himself. Ironically, Hamilton later was hostile to John Adams,
which redounded to the benefit of Jefferson,
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A

I duly received your letter of the 6th September; and have sent an extract 5F17
to Hr. Church for the explanation which is necessaryu‘ﬁg feel-myself truly obliged

by your friendly allusion to my uwnpleasant situation, and for the consolation ghieh{f*
you are so kind as to offer me. The esteem ofﬁg;scerning and virtuocus meéf;ust
always support a mind properly formed under the pressure of malevolence and envy.

I will not pretend that I am insensible to the persecution which I experience;

but” it may be relied upon that I shall desert no post which I ought to endeavog;’

to maintain, so long as my own reputation or the public good msy render perseverance
necessary or proper. when it is not requisite§;eithér to the one or the other,fsﬁ

my friends will excuse me,lf I recollect that I have a growing and hithsrto too

ruch nezlected family. It is to.héliamented that so streng a spirit of faection

and inmovation prevails a% the present moment in a great part of the gountfy.

The thing is alarming enough to call for the attention of every friend to gpvernment.
Let we not be thought to travel out of my sPheref(;f 1 observe that a partlcular
attention to the election for the next Congress is dictated Ly the ?iggrous and
gensral'effort which is making by factious men %o introduce eve whére’ and in

every departmentsé;ersons umnfriendly to the measures, if not thé constituticn,

of the pational government. Either Governor Cliiton, or ¥Mr. Burrg of i

£ =

both decidedly of the description of persons I have mentioned, is to be fﬁ;g_n
this guarter as Vice-Presiﬂentfgin cpposition to iPe Adams. The fermer has bheen

invariably the enemy of naticnal principles. The latter has no’ other principles

.
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than to mount, at all events, to the ‘3T honors of the State), anrd to as much

e

more ag circuwestances will permit,f\#‘:‘a man in private life not unblemished. It
p
Wwill be a real misfortune to the éu’"@fer-smient if elither of them should prevail.
¥ T ig suspected by some that the plan is only to divide the votes of the
Horthern_%_ the Middle States, to let in M. Jefferson by the votes of the

South. I will not scruple to say to you,é( in confidencey that this alsc would be

a serious misfortune to the government. That gentleman whom I once very much
esteemed, but who does not permit me to retain that sentiment for him, is
_certamly a man of svblimated and paradoxical imagination, entertaining and

f\g“i,,.%,; .
propaxratlr\g opindens inconsistent with Adignifidd and orderly éovurnment. .
ndamsf.rhatpver cb,jectlons may lie against some of his theoretic opin 1ensf is a
flmf honest e&g independent politician. Some valuahle characters ars ab-ut to
be lost to the House of Representatives of thei:t: own cheoice, I fecred once that
this would be the case with i, Smith, of yourilg%‘ate; but I beliswe his present
iﬂtentiori& is rather to coartinue to serve. I trust there can be no douvkt of his
s“ccnss, anf‘ I wish means to bi- pveed to fiater?_nc his acquiescence. He is truly
an oxeellent mem‘mer-_il-a readyy clear Spea'ecer,;,. of a sound analytic hea ﬁzj the

I

Justest views. I know no man whose loss from the House would be more severely
felt by the good cause. The delicacy of these observutions fron me ux'illfof covﬁ.l'se,.ré5
oceur to. youbI nale then withon 1'eserve§;zoriidi;1g equally in your frieadshly .
and prudence. Acecept the assurances of the cordial esteem smd rogard #ith which

I havez the honor to remain. e
@*D Slq
— & Obackiant ServeaT
W

Alev ‘l‘/amun 2

ey

/ CL&&L@S (OEWGRTEA\ ‘Pthah,“{&} ES%:’_{!
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e 4

“\ The following shows how Hamilten scrupulously upheld the good name of

the legal profession.
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4 M Bremar last evening dslivered me your
Letter inclosing a Copy of your Correspondence with

In & personsal Altercation between two Gentle=
men where thelr passions have evidently become pretty
warmly engaged, and for both whom I always had
Esteem, I should not be willing to give my Opinion
on the = conduct of cne of them, especia}}y when
the eppeal was not made to me by /E\oth@ -&(GOn

y .

this head I shall only take the Eiggm‘? to sey, that

I would not sdvise publication which haa always a

disagreeable appesrance, and seldom m‘@m
out to the Advantage of elther party.

In snother reapect I feel myself painfully
situated?ﬂaving received favourable impressions of
your Character, I am sorry to observe any thing to

o
have come from you which I am oblige to consider as

exceptionable. Your second Letter to Mr
contains a general and of Course an unjustifiable

reflection on the profession to which I belong and

of a Nature to put it out of my power to attempt




-2 -
192

to render you sny service in the line of that

proresaiongD I readily believe you did not st-

tend to ths full force offtha Expression, when you
I

el
tell lf',, F.Aﬁome_{ 11!@{? to mako the most of his

bill of Costs: but it contains in it an inainuation

which cannot be plessing to eany man in the Pro-
fession and which must cblige anyone that has
proper delicacy to decline the business of one who
professedly sntertains Such an Idea of the Conduct
of his profession@ -y{‘f n ;

I make allowances for your feelings whan you
wrote that Letter, and am therefore reluctantly
drawn into these Obsorvationsé;éﬂfﬁ’.

4 L;‘ﬂ ' I remain with Esteem
8ir

< .
§

Your Obediont.aevt;

A Hamilton
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; ! . /FIRST DRAFT OF FAMELFON*E DEMANDS, | |
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o
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“Anything crmnecting Hamilton with a duel has special interest, since he

was tc die in the most famous duel in American history. The letter below

{ '_1. 3 gives Hamilton's complaints against Commodore James Nicholson, gpowing out of
'g/f ‘a political dispute in 1795, later Hamilton revised this letter to make it

shorter and lsss offensive. Nicholson was the father-in-law of Gallatin. Tho
; quarrel was composed without a fight.

TIN ~
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MY Hewilton declores & would repeat thet when he inter:

5

the alterestion between ' wicholsor 2 &7 Hoffmon shet he sald

wee addreased Lo bolh & ywaas nursly intended witheut offanrs 1o

gither ho nrevent the contiruarce of 2 cont *”W&J wWwhich mlgl‘tt e tT

1v-r\- man g_‘ lniot

cl
o]
Ol
te
I
(_+

mam— I . - e SR ) i _
¥ Ficholson reciied very aarshly te ¥Y familten thot he was not
the run fo »ravent vls nuvarreline culled him an Abetior of Tories

and used some other hersh szvressiors which wre forzolion.

73

Mo o Hamilton rewiied thot that wes not @ nlace Tor altercatlon *

t
Viocholson & hé would discuss it upnon & wore £it occasgion

1 ¥ Nieghnlenn ranlizd he M Frmiltoa would not nmursue the alffalr
Tor ha had declined an interview uron o former occasion
M? Aamilton reclied thet no | gould afiirm thal with truth
A& thet he hTé;;d himself tn convince MY Kicholson of his mistake
Zere then wae clearlr o violant offence w
:;T"} If;mm_ﬁioh oleon is disnonsged to socomaodutlior
-}
‘“ﬁ"“"{"‘ racuire tiat he shonld sev
That the subieet of ofiencs toerM:Q“i“ton wuge Loe effect of wile-
ammreinension & tewseorrry Ta&siomTL‘%hat he does notl entsriein the

oninion which his decluration weould seem to Lanly snd tusl ne

rerrets the onins which 1t qust heve siven to #F Hemilton
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,TO WASHINGTON

/3 P :
= ? ke o

h .,r“ ’ it
f.t After Fraﬁz’e, locked in war with England, had trespassed on our rights as ne/q{utral car-

| pier, and had insulted our emissaries, America prepared for war against her. nashingt.on,
]

called to chief command, designated Hamilton next in rank, which gave him, practically, - pug
responsibility for organizing the defense. President Adams agreed only under Washington's

| compulsion, Knox resigned in disgust. Hamilton exaggerated the erisis, put himself forward

too. eagerly.
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Your letter of the liith instant did not reach me till after the appointments
mentioned in it were made. s
I see clsarly in Whéf has been dene a new mark of your confidence, which I

vglue as I ought to do.

iiith regard to the delicate subject of the relative rank of the majonaf
generals, it is very natwral for me to he a partial judge, and it is not very
easy for me to speak upon it. If I know myself, however, this, at least, I
may say, that, were I convinced of injustice being done to others in my favor, I
should not hesitate even to velunteer a correction of it, as far as =y consen
would avail. But in a case like this, am I not to take the opinion of others as
my sulde? If I am, the conclusin is that the gentlemen concerned ought to
acquiesce. It is a fact of which there is a flood of evidence that a areat
najority of lesading Federal men were of opinion that in the esvent of your declining
the command of the army, it ought to devolve upon me, and that in case of your
acceptance, which everybody ardently desired, the place of second in command
ought to be mine.

It is not for me to examine the justness of this opinion. The illusions of
self-love might be expected too easily to give it credit with me. But finding it
to exist, am I at liberty to seek to postpone wmyself to others, in shose hands,
according to that opinion, the public interests would be less well confided? Such

%

are the reflections which would have determined me to let the business take its

COUTSD e
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My own opinion, at the same time, is, that of the two gentlemen postponed
to me, the cause of complaint, if any, appliss emphatically to General Knox.

His rank in the army was mnch higher than that either of Pineckney or myself.
Pinckney's protensiocns on the score of real service are not extensive; those of
Knox are far greater. Pinckney has, no doubt, studied tactics with great care
and assiduity, but it is not presumable that he is as well versed in the tacties
of a general as Knox.

Pinckney's fégkhaﬂuihe close of the war was only nominally greater than mine;
it was, indeed, of more ancient date. But vhen, in the year 1777, the regiments
of artillery were multiplied, I had good reason to expect that the command of one
of them would have fdl Jen to me, had I not changed my situwation. And this, in
all probability, world have led further. I am awars, at the same time, that there
were accidental impediments to Pinckney's progress in preferment, but an accurate
comparison would, I imagine, show that, on the scors of rank merely, the claim of
superiority on his parf is not st¥ongly marked. As to military service, I venture
to believe that the general understanding of the late army would allow a consider-
able\balance to me.

Céﬁlhaﬂ As to civil services since the war, I am extremely mistaken if, in the minds
of Federal ﬁen, there is any comparison between us. The circumstances of the
moment, it is true, give him a certain eclat, but judiclous men reduce the merit
to the two points of judicious forbearance and the firmness not Yo sacrifice
his country by base compliances. In all this, it is very far from wy inelination
to detract from General Pinckney. I have a sincere regagd for him, and hold
him in high estimation. At the same time, endeavoring to #iew the matter with
all the impartiality which wmy situaticn permits, I must conclude that Jeneral
Pinckney, on a fair estimate of all circmstances, ouzht to pe well satisiisd with

the arrangement.
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After saying this mnch, I will asld that regard to the public interest is
ever predominant with me; that if the gentlemen concerned are dissatisfies, and
the service likely to suffer by the preference given to me, I stand ready to
submit our relative pretensions to an impartial decision, and to waive the prefer-
ence. It shall never be said, with any color of truth, that wy ambition or interest
has stood in the way of the public good.

Thus, sir, have I opened my hegrﬁfto you with as little reserve as to myself,
willing, rathef, that its wealmess should appear than that I should be deficient
in fraskness. I will only add that I do not think it necessary to make public
beforehand the ultimate intentions I have now disclosed.

It is possible the Aifficulties anticipated may not arise. But, my dear sir,
there is a matter of far greater moment than all this, which I must do violence
to my friendship by stating to you, but of which it is esssntial you should be
apprised. It is that my friend McHenry is wholly insufficient for his place,
with the additional misfortunal 1 notﬁpaving hinmself the least suspicion of the
fact. This generally will not surprise you, when you take into view the large
scale upon which he is now to act. But you perhaps may not he avare of the whole
extent of the insufficiency. It is so great as to leave no probability thav the
business of the “War Department can make any tolerable progress in his hands. 7 ..
This has been long observed, and has besn more than once mentioned to\the President
by members of Congresse.

e is not insensibls, I believe, that the execution of the department does
not produce the expected results; but the case is of course delicate and embarrassing.

My real frieandship for ilcHenry, concurring with my zeal for the service, pre-

disposed me to aid him in all that he could properly throw upon me, and I thought

that he would have been zlad, in the organization of the aray, aand in the conduct
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of the recruiting service, to make me useful to him. Wwith this view, I came to
this city, and I previously opened the way as far as I could with the least
decency. But the idea has thus far been very partially embraced, and to-morrow
or next day I shall retwm to Hev York, without much fruit of my Jjowrney. I mention
this purely to apprise you of the course of things, and the probable resulits.
It is to be regretted that the supposition of cooperation between the Secretary

of War and the Principal military officers will unavoidably throw ﬁﬁonﬂihe latter
a part of the blame which the ill success of the operations of the Jar Department
may be expected to produce. Thus you perceive, sir, your perplexities are begun.

,P.S.-J*Since writing the above, I have concluded to write a letter, of which
the enclosed is the copy. . This effort to save a man I valwe, and promote the
service, has, under the circumstances, cost some thing to my delicacy.

Mr. Havper, of the Houss of Hepresentatives, is desirous of beingz in your

fanily. He is a man of very considerable talents and has the temper of a

soldier. The shale of his useful qualities is vanity, but I think the good much

oﬁéWéighs the ill., Pardon this liberty in a point so delicate.

":'-\..l_‘.

%nr YQﬁ, Jpl, 1798, [y
The ahove was written at Philadelphia, but a verj preésiﬁg call to this .
pléce, added to occupation thers, prevented my being able to copy and forward it
ti11 now.
x hﬁi Jive me leave to suzgzest the expediency of your asking of McHenry a statement
of all the military supplies, cannoun, arms, etc., etc., which are already providéd
and in execution fog‘augmenﬁing the quantity. This will give yﬁi necessary inform-

ation and prompt to exertion.
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|\, When Jefferson and Burr received the same rumber of votes for the presidency the mecti&;';jp

'was thrown intc the House of Representatives. Hamilton exerted himself with leading Federalist:

e
‘46 defeat Burr, whom he distrusted as mand and politician, and to throw their faver to Jef-

!“ferscn, for whom, in spite of deep differences of principle, Hamilton had elements of

Erespect.

S o S iasic I e et
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Your last letter, mv dear sir, has given me great painj not only because it

- -

R
iaformed me that the opinion in favdéfgf Mr. Burr was increasing among the Feder-
alists, bnt becauss it also told me that lMr. Sedgvick was one of its partisans.

I have a letter from this geﬁtleman, in which he expresses decidedly his preference
_ %
of Ir. Jefferson. I hope you have been mistaken{egﬁd that it is not possible for

him to have “een guilty of so great-dﬁpl;city.

There is no circumstance which has oceurred in the course of our political
affairs that has given me so much pain as the idea that lir. Burr might be elevated
to the Presidency by the means of the'Federalists. I &m of opinion that this
party has hitherto solid claims of merit with the public/ﬁg;ﬂ so long as it does

-

nothing to forfelt its title to confidencey I shall continue to hope that our

S

¥
misfortunes are temporaryg®and that the party will erelong emergze from its depression.

But if it shall act a foolish of* unvorthy part in any capital instance, I shall

ithen despair. .~

5 b
ouc:h( writhout rioubt-.(b}ri;l be the part it will act, if it shall seriously
‘ : ol
attempt to support Ir. Buer, in opposition to lir. Jefferson. If it fails, as,1/1

. B b o
after-all};is not imprebabvle, it will have riveted the animosity of that personf?j\

will have destroyed or weskened the mctives to moderation which he must al present

ral 5
feeld and it will expose then to the Aisgrace of a ﬁefeatjainfdn abtempt %o elevate
| 3

to the first place e the sovernment one of the vorst men in the community.
g =

e

ral
If it succeeds;?it will have dene nothing more nor less than place in that

negessary to give svecess
i - -t

t ghality{ vill be less

swation o man whoe will possess the boldness and daring
{3

o

+ - S a - 3 ;:' .
te the Jacobin systesmy instea’ of one #whey for want of th

fitted to promote it. K

R . —_
Tet it aot be imagined that . Burr can be wvon to the federal views. It is

a vain hope. Stronger tlegyand stronger indueements thanifhey can offenyill

§ . . o s . . " w3y Aely
seapel hin in a different direction. [is arbition will not be content ith those
g G e
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objects wirich wirtuous men of cither party will allot to it, ans his situation

and his habite will oblige him to have reconrse to corrupt expedients, from

=)
which he will be restrained hyr no moral scruplp To ancomplish his ends{ he wust
-
lean wpon wiprincipled nend and #ill continue to athere to the ryrmidons I
have hitharto seconde? him. To these o wil 1[5 no c‘oubti add able regues of the

ederal party; but be will employ the rogres of all parties to overrule the good
L

. s - e
men of all parties, an? to prosecute projechs vhich slse men of every descrinpiion

ridisy

£

will Alsapprove.

a7 -

2 /-
These things are to be inferred,( 7ith morsl certaintyd {rom the character of

the man. 3Svery step in his career proves that he has formed hissslf upon the

moded of (‘utl"i e, and he is too zold-blooded and too determined s coaspirator ever

o & to changs his pl 3.;4-..&. ) ’ B e
,:«'. i ...“_,__, . i . iw,w_
"\-:J-"gf’:"'“ hat. Fonld ycu thi rk of thes: toasts and this conversation at hli tabis
f,i_“'} — :rﬂl‘"w,:-""'
¥ Tor. f ur roaks’ P
-
1st. The French reiwjk. ™
w,aq" - N,..
24. The commissioners on bo%u-ﬁ.«_.. es ,ﬁrﬂf’qe“ﬂtluteﬁ the convention.
. : & ‘
s’ 5 5 3d. Bonapatte. |
i P | a e, |
# L Ltk I.afa;p’ette. P o ]
- L} ,,;-»"’dy S, - |

was the.

.

.

e AR A £ o 1 ST S N s T Tkt Al T 2

re
If Jefferson 13 "’x',x..,r“"ent,; Pihe shole re spoasibility of ba’ measuras »ill

[=RR

rest it the ‘mt“' Ta ‘e »lists. If Purr is made so by the Federalists F the
whole responsibility will rest with them. The other party will gay to the
' £

»C" B e
peopleg\':'e intended hi- only for ¥ice-Tras ,\.dentg here he mi aht have done very

'*.1.*{3115 or been at least harmsless. Dut the Federal 1%1;{}1, fisappoint usf and

a malority of "i.ro*—LH took wivanbaze of a momentary superiority to put him in the

first place. IHe is therefore their Presisentf and they muet angwer for zoilthe BN

o

ev;l'" of his ba? consuct. And the people 7ill believe them. [ 7
i ,Vﬁ,
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Will any reasonabBle calculaticm on the nart of the Federalists uphold the
policy of assuming so great a respongibility in the support of so vnpromising a
character? The negative 1s so nanifest Uzat{(har? I not been assured of the
contraryﬂi should have thought it Lepossibhle that assent to it would have been
attended with a nmonent's hesitaticn.

Alasly when 7111 men consult their reason rather than their passions? . hatever
they may 1"va~1ney€ the desire of mortifying the adverse party wust be the chisf

spring of the disposition to prefer Mr. Burr. This disposition reminds we of the

conduct of the Dutch moneyed menﬁmo{ from é hatred of the oid ari.stocracyy{
e 5
favofred the admissicn of the French into Hollanif to overtwm every thing.

adieu to the Federsl Troy, if they once introduce this Grecian horse into
_ z

thelr ecitadel.

= o7
e ~ J
.
Trust mey ry dear “riend, you cannot render a zreater service to yom'
&
comntry than to resist this project. PFar hetter will it be to mde:wrﬁ to

fm»

ob'ta:.n from Jefferson assurances on sSome CE ranal pnmtsyﬁ‘
‘. 19&{5 The preservaticn of th uctual "“iscal systemng"
oo ﬁ“:&‘hercnce to 'bne ;eutrh l)lu"l. - ' -

le’:‘he preservatlop ﬁ vrar%ua'f ;anrsa_ae of‘ the fza(ry/'(
l The continuvance of cur friends in the offices they i‘lll/g::'-ept in the
zrext dep art..".entsf(i; which he ought to be left free.

f'ﬁﬁ} Qe 2
N /

it
e ,

#)
Qo —

s

;' 7@ L) elietl 229
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! The tragic death of young Fhilip Hamilton brought more sorrows than were
included in his’father's response to the condolshnces of Rush. Angelica,
next to Philip in age, was so distressed that her mind wss permanently

affected. \ﬁ%§1§ $

Dr. Sir New York Peby 12, 1802

I fz1t all the w%}eght of the obligation which I owed to you
and to your amiable family for th: tander coéﬁcern they manifested in
an event beyond comparison the most afflecting of my life. Iut I was
obliged to wait for a moment of greater calm to exvress my sense of
the kindness,

¥y loss is indeed gr=zat. The brightest as well as ths zidest hope
of my family has been-taken from me. You estimated him rizhtly. He was
truly a fine youth. But why should I repii%? It was the will of hesaveni
and he is now out of the reach of the seductions and calamities of a
world, full of £olly full of vice, full of.danger;:of least value 1n
proportion as 1t is best knoun. I firaly trust, alszo, that he has
safely reached ths haven of eternal repose and felicity.

You will éasely consclieve that every menorial of ths goodnegss of
his he=rt must be precious to me. You alludec to one recorded in &
letter to your scon. If no special reasons forbild it, I should be vary
gl%:ﬁ to have a cony of that letter.

Mrs. Hamilton who has drunk deeply of the cuy of sorrow joins me
in affectionats thanks to Mrs. Hush zsnd yourself, Our wishes for your
happiness will be unceasing.

2 Very sincerelymang'& cordially
Yrs. A. Hamilton
HE to

To Doctr. Rush
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|
’I"' f- The affec which Hanilton plamed his country hone -
’/: 4 Vi"‘lnlty of the present 12nd St. and Tenth Av‘é“‘r) appears in the following. {
_ imhm The house was commenced in 1800, and is still standing, though in .
.}_ﬁ | & different location. * P:—
Th.e J
-

LT
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Claverack, Oct 14, 1#0Z IJ pet” g

~
My Derr Elizaf

I srrived here this dey, in about as zood heulth as I lelt

-

nome thouch somewhut futigue%ngA

There are some things necessary to be done which I omlitted

mentlonine to you. I wish the carventers to make and insert two
o

‘chimnies for ventilatiing thne Ice-House, esch about two test sguare
i -!,‘M_ ) i
and four feet long half above and hslf below the sround-—to have

I
a cap on the ton sloping down wards so that the rain mav not easily

entsnwvéﬁZG sverture for letiing in and out the zir to be sbhoul a

£,
. \&F

foot and e helf sguare in the side larediately below the
cap (see figure on the other side%f;{
et e e,
Let & separate cowmzost bed be formed nsur the rresent one; to
conslst of 3 barrels full of clay which 1 bOSF?H: bgrrclﬂ of . Liock

YMonld 2 wagpon loads of the best c¢lsy on Lite Hdill ‘onposite tne

I“._}

é?aaukas_ldcp this side of *T ver-lan¥g (the Gurdener sust oo

“g/ [{pr 1t nhimeelf) =nrd one wagron loud of nure cow- ounpaﬁﬁaet tnese
be well end renentedly mixed tozether to be made use of nereaiter
for tne vines.

I home the arple tress will heve heen olan nted so as to nrofit
by this moderate and wet -reather. If not done\;et Touzh be remninded
thet e tewnorary fence is to be mut un along the decWiv1Lv of the
Hill from the Kins's bridee roeé ts the opposite wood so ae to
nraevent the cattle injiuring the young tree§§ﬂ5

entrance to the Helicon snrinz oneht Tor the same reason 1o be

attended tg%&ﬂThe meterinls of the Tence taken down in rr¥ing
St

[N
Q
o
@
O
=
-
[=3
—
b=+

the XKitcnen Gerden & some rubblsh wnich anuy ve

anSWEﬁéﬂxfgﬁ
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o

Remenber that t e oiazzas are also to be caulked & that

sdditional commodetions for the nidcéons are to be ﬁﬂ@f

3

You see I do not foriet the C"f“""“@:f'é(mo{”‘trnat I do not: nor A
anvone thet Innsbits ﬁtO ~ecent vourselfl my tenderest affectio%
tive wy love to wcur eﬂﬂdrm i remether me to Ocornelis @ idien
nv derling.
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f“tf"— P *HAMILTON'S ASSETS AND DEBTS |
- w % [

The following statement of Hamilton'!s financial position and prospects
was probably written not earlier than 1802 and perhaps as late as 1804 when
53 his duel with Burr was in the wind. It shows his nice sense of obligation to

creditors.

el
o
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»yr%erew1tn is a geaerasl statement of my pecuniary

affeirs, in which there can be no matsrlal error.

Thne result is that culculmtinh ny oroverty wt what 1t stends
we in, I =@ now worth aboutif 1C,00C, and thet estlimatingz according
§omase '

to whet my lands ars now selling for and are 1ikely to fetech, the
surnlue bevond amy debts may Taelrly be stated at nearly double that
sur; yet I am pa ined to be obligzed to entsrtsin doubts, whether,
if an accident should havoen to me, by whica tuae seles of my proverty
should cone to be Forced, it would even be sufficient to pay my
denhis. In o sltuation like this, it ie merhsps due to my reputation
to explain why I have mede so considsreble an establishment in the
country. Thig exvlanation shall be subaltted.
To men who have been so wuch harasced in itne base world os
Vself it is natursl to look forward to & comfortgble retirement,
-1n the seovel of life. as & vrinecinal desideratur. This desire 1
heve felt in the stronsest manner, and to prepare for 1t has
g letteriy been = favorite object. I trought I mlght not only
expect to accomulish the object, but mizht ressonebly zim at 1t
and »mursgue the prsvaratory measurss, Ifrom the following considsrations:

.
It has been for some time past pretty well ascerualined Lo my

nind, tbat the erzoluments of zy mrofegsion would orove eguel to the

raintencnece of mv fenily and the sradusl discharge of av debts, within
w A -4

0
'_J.

[

(0

riod¢ to the ead of which my feculties for business mlziat e

exvpected to extend in full enerzy. I thinx zysell werra nted to
estirate the anrnual vroduct of those emoluments at twelve thousaind
dollars et the least. My exvenses while the flrst lmprovements of

my country sstablishment were zoing on have been great, but they would

this gummer and f2ll reach the =noint at wnlch, 1t 1s my intention

i

thev shoulé stov, at least t1ill I should be better able than at vregent

This material from the Manuscripts and Archives Division may be protected by copyright law (Title 17 U.S. Code.) This is for personal
use only. No part may be sold, loaned, copied, or published without the written permission of the New York Public Library.



<)

to =dd to them; and sfter a falr examination foundsd uson an actual
account ofmy exnenditure, I uu onersusded that a plan I have conten-
nlated for the next and succesdinz years would bring my expenses of
every kin¢ withln the comnass of four thousand dollers yearly,

-

exciusive of the interest of my country establisiment. To iils

1izit I have been resolved to reduce them, even thoush it should be
necesgary to lezse that estubllishment for & few years. In the
meantime, ny lends now in u course ol suale and settlement would

sccelerate the extinguishment of gy debts, and ln the end leave ue

£
ey
st

& nandsome clear Drop erty. It was also allowable for me Lo take into

view collaterally the expectatlions of my wife: wihilch have bzen of
Jlate partly reelized. She is now entitled to a property of between
2,000 &nd Z,00C wounds {s.s I compute), by descent Irow ner mother,

and her father is understood Lo possess a lurge estats. I feel

ell the delicacy of this allusion, but the occasion, I trust, will

plead my excuses, and that venerable father, I &x sure, will pardon.
!

He knows well 21l the nlcety of my vast conduct.

+

Viewinz thne amntter 1n these different zepects, I trust the oonlnien

Gy

of candld men will be thet there has been no 1uprol

hZ

riety in my conduct,

v

especielly when 1t 1s taken into the calculstion, thet my country
egstablishment, thouszit costly, promises, by the vrouressive rise of
nronerty on this 1sland and the felicity of its situatlon, to becoue
more and more velucble. Hy chiel zmology 1s to those iriends wino

a1 L
i

neve irom mere indness sudorsed my Taler countted &t thne bunks.

On mature reflection I nwve thouxnt 1t justifisble to secure Gﬁfﬁi
SN— e

in wreference Lo olhsr cr=c¢itors, leslt wverchance there zhould kte &

ceficit Yet, while thie may seve tnem from eventual lose, it will
not exerot thes frosm wrssent inconvenience. As to tnle I can only

throw ovgelfl upon their kindnegs and entreat the 1ndulzence of

This material fromhe ManusScriptsiand Afchives Division friay be profected by copyright taw (Tifle 17 ©5S. Codé:)- Thisis for personal

use only. No part may be sold, loaned, copied, or published without the written permission of the New York Public Library.



210 S

to some rezard. In the event which would briag this nemer to the

puklic eyve, one thins st least would be mut bevond doubt. This is

that wy vublle lebors haeve zrmounted Lo en abeclute swerifice of

- A

EE L o =" 1. -
Wy dEiladl Yy gliu LIEDL

Lri Liluelre

a . - -
iodall weondrael )y COOCSDOE uiie

f-t

Q
=)

T8

dellcacy no less theia the orobity of conduct in nublic statlous heg

L
ﬂ‘l
“~t

been sucn as to defy even the snodow of a gusstion.
4

Indeed, I have not enjloved Tae ordinarv sdvantiges incident

to my military services. Eeint = asenber ol Congress whnile the

1
'

guestion of the commutaticn of the hali wey of the sruy for o sunm

9

8 in debate, delicacy &nd & desire to be usseiul to ths

fal

in =zrogs w

o

armv by remnoving the ides of ny nheving an interest in ths guestion,

N

induced me to write to the Secrstarv of Jur snd relincul:ih xy clalu to

.t.’?. l}{l ] ‘{»’
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HAMILTON'S MOTIVES IN }EETIHG BURR )
o =, =8 s P

£
Hemilton's explenation of why he felt comp;llod to accept Burr's
challenge to a duel gpeaks for itself. It seems established from various
testimony thet Bemilton held to his resolve not to discharge his pistol
at Burr. The firast of his farewell letters to his wife was written a week
in advence of the fatal encounter. The second, pemned the night before
hir&ea%h/%ics her kindness to his cousin, who had befriended him in his
boyhood. AShe carried out his wishes to the best of her ability, and
Hemilton's old friend and patron, Elias Boudinot, also aided Ann Mitchell

generously.

‘4 On my expected interview with Col. Burr, I think it proper to meke
some remerks explenatory of my conduct, motives, and views. I was cer-
tainly desirous of avoiding this interview for the most cogent reasons.

l. My religious and moral principles are strongly opposed to the prac-
tice of duelling, end it would ever give me pain to be obliged to shed

the blood of & fellow creature in a private combat forbidden by the laws.
!!7]1;{ 2. My wife and children are extremely dear to me, and my life is of the

? utmost imi:or'banoe to them, in various views.

3. I feel a gense of obligation towards my .credit'or;'w}fo' in cese of
accident to me, by the forced sale of my property, may be in some degree
gsufferers. I did not think myself at liberty as a men of probity? lightly
to expose them to this hagard. 7

4, I am conscious of no ':l‘.llwiil %_o....ﬂol, Burr, distinet from political op=-
position, which, ag I trust, has proceeded from pure and upi-i'ght motives.

‘4 Lastly, I shall hezard mach and cen possibly gein nothing by the issue

of the interview.
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But it was, ag I conceive, impossible for me to avoid it. There were
intrinsic difficulties in the thing, and artificial embarrassments, from
from the mesnner of proceeding on the part of Col., Burr.

Intrinsic, because it is not to be denied that my animedversions on
the political _principles, character, and views of Col. Burr have been
extremely severe; and on different occagions I, in common with many others
have made very unfavoreble criticisms on partiocular instences of the pri-
vate conduct of this gentleman. In proportion as these impressions were
entertained with sincerity, snd uttered with@s,’and for purposes
which might appear to me commendable, would be the diffioulty (until they

- .

could be removed by evidence of the”ir being erroneocus ,) of explanation or
aspology. The disavowel required of me by Cel. Burr, in e general and in-
definite form, was out of my power, if it had really been proper for me to
gsubmit to be so0 que;tione’d; but I was sincerely of opinion that this could
not be, and in this qpinion, I was confirmed by that of a very moderste
and judicious friend whom I consulted. Besides that, Col. Burr appeared
to me to assume, in the first instance, a tone unnecessarily perempfory
and menacing, and in the second, positively offensive. Yet I wished, as
far as might be practicable, to leave & door open to scoommodation. This,
I think, will be inferred from the written communication made by me snd by
my directicn,_ and would be confirmed by the conversations between Mr. Van'
Negs end myself, which arose out of the subject. I 2m not sure whether,
under all the circumstences, I did not g*‘x.rther in the attempt to accommo-
date then a punctilious delicacy will justify. ‘_*.If so, I hope the motives

I have stated will excuse me, It is mot my de;:':gn, by what I have said,

to affix any odium on the conduct of Col. Burr, in this ;:ase. He doubtless

hes heard of snimadversions of mine which bore very hard upon him; and it
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is probable that as usual they were accompanied with some falsshoods.
He may have supposed himself under & necessity of acting as he has done.
I hope the grounds of his proceeding have been such eas ought to satisfy
his own consciemge. I trust, at the same time, that the world will do me
the justice to believe that I have not censured him on light grounds, nor
from unworthy inducementﬁ. I certairly have had strong reasons for what I
heve sé.id, though it is possible that in some particulars I may have been
influenced by misconstruction or misinformation. It is also my ardent wish
that I may have been more mistaken then I think I have been and that he,
by his future conduct, may show himself worthy of all con{‘idence end esteen,
and prove sn ornament and & blessing to the country. As well beceuse it.
is possible that I may have injured Col. Burr, however convinced myself
that my opinions and declarations have been well founded, as from my
general principles and temper in relation to eimilar affairs, I have re-
solved, if our interview is conducted in the usual manner, and it pleases

God to give me the opportumity, to reserve and throw awsy my first fire,

and I have thoughts even of reserving my second fire, and thus giving a

double 0pportunity to Col. Burr )to pause end reflect. It is not, however,
C( % my intentlon to enter into any explemations: on the ground. Apology from
| prineiple, I hope, rather than pride, is out of the question. To those who,
with me, sbhorring the practice of duelling, may think thet I ought on no

account to have added to the number of bad examples, I answer, that my rela-

tive situation, as well in public as private, enforcing all the considera~-
tions which constitute what men of the world denominate honour, imposed on
me (as I thought) a peculiar necessity not to decline the cell. The ability
to be in future usef‘ul:, whether in resisting mischief or effecting good,

in those crises of our public affairs which seem likely to heppen, would
probably be inseparable from a conformity with public prejudice in this
particular,
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This letter, my/dear Eliza, will not be delivered to
vou, unless I.shell first havs terminated my eartnly
cureery to ?éé?n f** I humbly nooefsgror redee%inﬂ
grece and"divlﬁe werev, a happy imnortality. O If
it had been cossible for we to have avoided the

interview, my love for you and mny prescious calldren

would have been alone = decisive motive., Dut it

was not vossible, without sacrifices which would have
rzndered me upwortmy of your estzem., I need not

tell vou of the pansze I feelsfrom the idea of ouitting
' 2 Wy havedes

yo and exﬂosinf you to the anguishl I know you

r“’”

NOle feel Hor eould I dwell on the tOﬁle’le t it

snould vnmen me.  The consolations of relizion, ny

o

beloved, can zlone support you; and these you have ..
Z
a right to enjoy. ¥ly to the bosom of vour Gody¢ &nd

be comforted. With my last idegnl shall cherlsh the P
i . . ' . R e
sweetf;one of meeting you in a better world. Adlieu,d

‘ o

best of wiv s%@best of .women. smbrace all zy
¢ D

derling childrer for me.
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h ve not hitherto @

resolved to revalr ay omission to her as much o

pdgsible, I nave en

try, and intend,

wlesae God to put t
able you hereafter
: vou to do 1t

'-‘_’;

s

gister.

caristi

Thia

o]

Clud b

1ife to anw ~xtent§

epilt of t ing

Crease

But you had raether

puilty. Heaven can

hone will; but, in

to remember that you are a Christian.

—

be done! The will
Once more, )
. 1

{ j _I_'IlJ Adieu,

g’“' !

nder the

o
the gvening of her days com
and ;to treat

have metHPM1n°d

the 1ife of another.

!—1

1} ﬂajjﬁ

¥

o

s ot § Wl o
FETON

AR

Tuesder—eveniney 1o telook .~

the verson in the world to Whow,4
I

=

reztegt obliszation.

one my duty to her. but

8

to come to thls coun-
-
in my powarﬁ.to render

o

couraged her

it shell be

i

i But if it shall

.

ortable.

1 a . N \
nis out of wy nower, and Lo gn-

S

to be of service to her, I entrsat

ner with the tenderneszas of

The sorumleq of
wﬂf"\maw"

to exvose my owh

my secola letter.

e

e
rather than subjiect myself to the

. omusl
Tnis mucﬁ ine-

Ly hazardsi{ and redoubles my vanzs for vou.

I should dle innocent than live

vreserve mep and I humbly

.

the contrary event, I charge you

4

G‘O.G-‘.‘1 8 Hill

a

of nerciful God must be good.

L

. «9/-‘
darling wifepg -3

D
3 vy ia o
Cfmﬂfiamjr ‘*Q—W ? u =

¥ darline,

\
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